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Introductory Chapter. 


\OURAGE! my dear courteous 
reader ! who haſt had the patience ito 
wander with me through many ages of 
darkneſs; we ſhall ſoon be able to exclaim 
together, 


Hail to the light of modern, modiſb Hife * 


And we ſhall return to the living world, 
VoI. III. 7 'B not 


* 


not the worſe, I truſt, for our adventurous 


procced, allow me, gentle reader! to ſay, 
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flight acroſs the long deſert of monkiſh 
ſuperſtition; which we may both, perhaps, 
conſider as little better than 


the dreary realm 
Of Chies old, and VETO Night. 


Yet before we attempt to regain the enlight- 
ened ſphere of refined ſociety, and faſhion- 
able manners, let us not diſdain to beſtow a 


little attention on thoſe remarkable maidens 


of the cloiſter, whoſe hallowed purity was 
ſuppoſed to inveſt them with miraculous 
power: and thoſe ſtill more intereſting nuns, 
who had ſufficient energy of mind to illumi- 
nate the gloom, that environed them, by a 


chearful cultivation of ſuch talents, as are 


more apt to be extinguiſhed, than kindled, 


in the obſcurity of a convent. 


If thou art truly a candid reader, thou 
will not refuſe to attend me, while I Pay, 
in a few pages, the reſpect that we juſtly owe 
to ſome monaſtic Old Maids :—yet as we 


ON 


OLD MAIDS ; 


on our road, a word or two in my own 


favour, comparing myſclf with two worthy 


predeceſſors, who have gone before me 


over this very tender ground of virginity, 
and with whom I was myſelf entirely unac- 


quainted, when I firſt beſtowed on the com- 


munity of ancient virgins my invaluable. 


lucubrations in their behalf. 


Theſe two predeceſſors of mine were no 
leſs perſonages, than a learned lawyer of 
Germany, and an elderly accompliſhed 
maiden of England: the firſt, Doctor Korn- 
mannus, publiſhed, in 1617, a Latin treatiſe 
on the condition of Virgins; drawn, as he tells 


us in his title, from natural, divine, canon, 


and civil law; and - compoſed for the 
inſtruction and amuſement of naturaliſts, 
phyſicians, theologians, and lawyers :—my 
ſecond predeceſſor, Sarah Fielding, the 


worthy ſiſter of our exquiſite noveliſt, pub- 


liſhed, in 1755, an Engliſh periodical paper 
entitled The Old Maid, which was e 


in a ſingle volume. 


FH, 6 my gentle reader, thou 
B 2 : haſt 
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4 ESSAY ON 
haft ever had occaſion to vindicate thyſelf 


from an unmerited imputation of rudeneſs 


and malevolence, thou wilt readily allow the 
unknown and miſtaken author of this eſſay 


to aſſume an honeſt pride in obſerving, 


that he has infinitely more diſcretion and 
delicacy than the learned Doctor Kornman- 
nus, and not leſs tenderneſs for the ſiſter- 
hood than the very amiable ſpinſter Sarah 
Fielding, 

In proof of the firſt article, I will only in- 
form the ſociety of Maidens, that the pro- 
found and over- curious Doctor Kornmannus 
introduces, in his very ſerious performance, 
ſeveral chapters, whoſe bare titles I could 
not repeat to them without bluſhing “. As 
to the ſecond article, of tenderneſs for the 

ſiſterhood, 


* Let me obſerve, however, in behalf of my leſs 
reſerved brother Kornmannus, that in compoſing his 
elaborate treatiſe on Virgins, he appears to have been 
actuated by a benevolent motive, and to have well un- 
derſtood the ſubject which he treats ; as the learned 
reader will ſuffictently perceive from the following 
words of his preface: 


cc Non 


— 
rig 
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of their own community, Sarah Fielding, 

who declares, in the firſt number of her pe- 

riodical work, © ſhe is of opinion Old 

« Maids are only miſchievous, like monkies, 
© for want of employment.” 

But 1n truth, all general good-humoured 

pleaſantry, or juſt reproof, pointed againſt ' 
| the failings of any community, though they 

may perhaps at the moment awaken, in ſome 
worthy members, a haſty ſpark of corporation 
reſentment, if 1 may hazard ſuch a phraſe, 
yet never produce, in candid boſoms, * 
laſting diſpleaſure. 

As a pleaſing omen of my Sina fuccals 


OLDS MATS al 
ſiſterhood, what has the author of this eflay, 
3 who is ſometimes accuſed of treating his 
J fair clients with farcaſtic cruelty, what has 
E he ever ſaid more farcaſtic, than the following 
| harmleſs expreſſion of that pleaſant member 
3 


*0 
4 


« Non ardor aliquis aut furor nimius, ſed ut 


« earum pectora exaturemus, et bonam fimul gratiam 10 
| nobis apud eas conciliemus, maxime cum hoc genus | 
| « apprimè irritabile fiet, materiam hancce ſumpſi bf 
1 « quam.“ Kornmanni Præfatio, edit. 1654. | 

3 . 1 
2 | : 
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6 ESSAY ON 
in appeaſing thoſe good Old Maſidens, whom 


I have undeſignedly offended, let me cloſe 


this chapter by inſerting, with the praiſe it 
deſerves, the following picture of celibacy, 
drawn by my favourite predeceſſor, Sarah 


Fielding; and, if my partiality for this ad- 
mirable Old Maid does not deceive me, 
her allegorical tablet is not unworthy of 


Addiſon himſelf. 

After deſcribing her viſit, in a viſion, to 
the temple of Marriage, and her precipitate 
retreat from thence, in conſequence of the 
alarm,' which the terrific attendants of that 
divinity excited ; ſhe enters the grove con- 
ſecrated to Celibacy, and proceeds thus in 
her account of it : 

If my heart beat with rapture at en- 
« tering the avenues leading to the temple 


« of Marriage, thoſe which led to the abode 


« of this ſolitary goddeſs produced a very 
e contrary effect; the grove was compoſed 


* of evergreens, which caſt a gloomy and 


« melancholy ſhade; the way was rough 


and thorny, and covered with plants of 


([ the 
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« the moſt unpleaſing aſpect; no flowers 
«. perfumed the air, no feathered warblers 
« ſtrained their little throats ; the bird of 
« Pallas whooted from the boughs, and 
breaking the ſolemn ſilence, caſt a damp 
« upon my heart, which almoſt tempted 
« me to return to the deity I had juſt 
« rejected: Shame however urged me to 
« perſevere, and with infinite labour I at 
ce length reached the ſummit of the hill, on 
« which ſtood the temple. I entered with 
ce reluctance, which was not leſſened by 
« the appearance of the goddeſs: ſhe was 
cc. ſeated on a throne of ebony; her counte- 
«© nance was ſevere, her complexion pale 
ce and unanimated; ſhe wore a looſe robe 
ce of the pureſt white, a garland of willow 
*0n her head, and held in her hand a 
«© branch of barren yew: Chaſtity and 
ce Pride ſupported her train; before her 
ce ſtood Neglect, Contempt, and Deriſion, 
ce but, as her port was majeſtic and haughty, 
ce ſhe overlooked them, and kept her eyes 
te fixed upon a very beautiful perſonage at 
| B 4 cc her 


8 . 
* 


ce. 


cc. 


cc As I drew nearer, the cloud on the 
| brow of Celibacy ſeemed to diſperſe, and 
I could obſerve in her an air of ſerenity 


ESSAY O©N, 


her hand; who, from her eaſy compoſed 
mien, I rightly gueſſed to be Tranquillity. 


which had eicaped my obſervation at a 


greater diſtance; her whole form ſeemed 


more pleaſing as I advanced, and I was 
already inclining to enlift under her ban- 


ners, when, on waving her hand, a youth 
| approached, lovely as the bluſh of morn- 
ing, and breathing the odours of the 


ſpring: his air was noble and diſengaged ; 


his countenance was fluſhed with health 
and ſparkled with vivacity and ſpirit; 
his flowing garments, which fluttered in 
the breeze, his careleſs, locks, floating 
in wanton ringlets on his ſhoulders, and 


the rod of manumiſſion in his hand, dif 
covered him to be Liberty, 


© I gave him my hand in a tranſport of 


” pleaſure ; and he, with a ſmile of appro- 
** bation, delivered me to Peace and Con- 
* rentment, the conſtant companions of 


ge his 
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ce his ſteps, commanding them to lead me 
« to the temple of Happineſs, which ſtood 
te at an equal diſtance from the rival fanes 
« of Celibacy and Marriage, and receiveck 
te indiſcriminately from both, ſuch as were. 
ce introduced by the amiable pair, who 
« were now my conductors, My joy at 
te this command was ſo great as to break 
« the fetters of ſleep, and reſtore me to old 
d age and wrinkles. 
4 « However, though my beauty vaniſhed 
* « with my dream, I have the ſatisfaction of 
« finding myſelf really accompanied by 
ce peace and contentment; as a proof of 
« which, I need only remind my readers, 
te that I am at this time of life, and in a 
e ſtate generally attended with ſpleen and 
ce jll- nature, one of the beſt-humoured crea- 
* tures breathing; and, inſtead of gadding 
te about to vent my ſpleen upon my innocent- 
5 * neighbours, and mak< other people uneaſy, 
e like molt of my ſiſterhood, am, as you ſee, 
« very inoffenſively blotting paper, and 
« wearing out my ſmall remains of ſpirits 
A and 
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© and eye-ſight in the ſervice, and for the 
« amuſement of my fellow citizens. I 
« heartily wiſh, for the peace of ſociety, 
ce every Old Maid in the bills of r | 


1 «was as harmleſsly employed!“ 
The Old Maid, N' 21. 


The ſpirit and benevolence of this ad- 
mirable ſpinſter, have put me into high 
good-humour with the ſiſterhood. I ſhall 
now cheriſh a lively hope, that even the 
more rigid Old Maids, who frowned on the 
firſt appearance of this well-intended eſſay, 
may happily ſmile on a re-peruſal of it in 
this corrected edition; ſince I have aſſidu- 
ouſly endeavoured to eraſe every paſſage, 


4 cited from ancient and modern writers, 

= which I imagined the niceſt of my maiden { 

4 readers could object to, either as dull or 8 
indelicate. 5 


With mutual kindneſs, juſtly due, | . 
Let us, dear ſiſter pcod, combine ! 4 


Mild virtues may I fin with you ! Y 
You make the modęſt graces mine 1 


The 
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The world ſball by th 
What worlalings ſay 
An author neither groſs nor vain, 


And Old Maids clarified from foleen. 
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EE enthuſiaſtic eloquence of the 


virgin of immaculate purity. Many fe- 


12, ESSAY ON 


NA. H. 


On Monaſtic Virgins, and the Miracles 
aſcribed to them. 


different ſaints, whom we have juſt 
reviewed, had undoubtedly great influence 
in augumenting the multitude of religious 
Old Maids. But it was not the only cauſe 
which produced this effect: — to the exhor- 
tations of the holy fathers we may add the 
univerſal and dazzling idea of ſupernatural 
power, ſuppoſed to reſide in the monaſtic 


males would enter with ambitious zeal into 
a ſtate which gave them a fair proſpect of 
acquiring the very flattering privilege of 
working miracles: and in thoſe ages, when 
diverſe miracles were aſcribed to the chaſte 7 
and pious daughters of many a convent, | 
every nun of lively imagination, who had © | 
the ae acquaintance with the legends . 


7 
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of her ſiſterhood, might readily hope for a 
privilege of which examples were ſo com- 


mon. The lives of the female ſaints con- 


tain an infinitude of miraculous incidents in 
honour of virginity. My readers would 
hardly thank me for reviving a large col- 
lection of theſe forgotten wonders ; yet let 
me obſerve, with the great Monteſquieu *, 
ec that the lyes contained in theſe lives re- 
te late to the manners of the time:“ and it 


forms a part of my deſign, to exhibit in this 


work the manners and ſentiments of differ- 
ent ages, relating to that intereſting condi- 
tion of female life which I have choſen for 
my ſubject. Every author muſt allow a place 


to many abſurdities, if he means to give 


a hiſtory of human opinions, though on a 


* Je crois bien que c'eſt une fauſſete (ſays this 
bold and manly writer, on a paſſage in the life of an 
obſcure ſaint) mais c'eſt une fauſſete tres-ancienne : le 
fond de la vie et les menſonges fe rapportent aux 
mceurs et aux loix du temps; et ce ſont ces mœurs et 
ces loix que l'on cherche ici. 

L' Eſprit des Loix, lib. xxx. chap. 27. 
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ſingle topic. The more ridiculous an an- 

cient legend may appear to us, the more 
forcibly will it ſhew us the extent and influ- 
ence of popular credulity. I ſhall, there- 
fore, ſelect a few fupernatural anecdotes of 
pious virgins; and, ts render them the more 
intereſting, I ſhall confine myſelf to the holy 
maidens of our own country. If we wiſhed 
to. produce the ſtrongeſt example of mira- 
culous power aſcribed to martyred chaſtity, 

we might pitch on the adventures of St. 
Oſitha, a religious and royal virgin of Eſſex, 
who, being murdered and beheaded by Da- 
niſh pirates, in the ninth century, is ſaid, 
like ſome poetical heroes of romance, to 
-have carried her ſevered head in her own 
hands to a church at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the ſpot where ſhe was ſlain *. 


* Dani inſideles .. . ipſam ſanctam Oſitham capite 
obtruncant: at corpus exangue mox ſeſe ſubrigit, et 
caput humi jacens manibus apprehendit; rectoque 
gradu et firmis veſtigiis progrediens uſque ad eccle- 

ſiam apoſtolorum ſanctorum Petri et Pauli, per tria 
fere ſtadia, illud deportat: quod accidit circa an- 
num 870. Du Monflier, Martyrologium, p. 393. 

| 3 


The memory of this fair and chaſte ſaint 
was held in peculiar veneration, as appears 
from a circumſtance recorded in one of our 
early monaſtic chronicles. Alfward, biſhop 
of London, was afflicted with a leproſy, and 
his diſtemper was ſuppoſed to be a puniſh- 
ment which he drew upon himſelf, by in- 
ſpecting this buried virgin, whoſe body lay 
within his dioceſe, with a profane curio- 
ſity, and pilfering ſome reliques from her 
grave ®, | | 
Among the moſt meritorious of our holy 
maidens, we ought, perhaps, to reckon the 
chaſte St. Bridget of Scotland, who, having 
reſolved on perpetual virginity, and being 
perſecuted by the addreiies of an ardent 
lover, prayed to heayen that ſhe might be 


_ relieved from his diſtreſſing importunities by 


the ſudden loſs of her beauty. Her pious 


Cum virginis martyris corpus auſu temerario 
inſpicere, et aliquas inde reliquias auferre preſu- 
meret, divino, ut creditur, judicio tantæ temeritatis 
peenam ſolvit. _ Hiſtoria Rameſienſis, 

edit. Gale, p. 452. 


biographers 


16 ar ee 
biographers inform us, that this ſingular 
petition was immediately granted: — her 
lovely countenance was inſtantly deformed, 
and the dangerous luſtre of her eyes was 
idrowned'in blood. But we have the conſo- 
lation of being told, by the ſame authority, 
that ſhe recovered her charms as ſoon as her 
Ln wad was perfectly ſecure. 

Not to dwell on the legends of mere 
tartyrologiſts, I ſhall relate, from the moſt 
reſpectable of our ancient hiſtorians, a mi- 
raculous anecdote, which not only ſhews 
the wonderful eſtimation in which monaſtic 

virginity was held, but even proves that 
the king himſelf was not ſafe, if he preſumed 
to queſtion or deride the continence of a 
n virgin. 

The celebrated William of Malmſbury 
has enlivened the hiſtory of Engliſh prelates 
| with the following account of a religious and 
1 © royal maiden, whoſe name was Editha. This 
= :-. lady, the daughter of Edgar, a monarch 
= _ diſtinguiſhed by his military ſpirit and his 
\||| amoxous adventures, was early devoted to a 
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life of monaſtic purity ; and is faid to have 


diſplayed all the gentle virtues in the mo- 


naſtery of Wilton. Though a profeſſed 
nun, ſhe ventured to indulge herſelf in 
ſplendid apparel ; and when reproved by St. 
Ethelwold for her finery, ſhe defended her- 
ſelf, with a pious vivacity, by a quotation 
from St. Auguſtin, affirming that pride was 
often ſeen in a fordid habit, and humility in 
a golden veſt. In her devotions ſhe was ſo 
fervent, that the great St. Dunſtan, who be- 
held her during the conſecration of a church 
which ſhe had built, was enraptured with 
her piety. On obſerving, that ſhe fre- 
quently extended her thumb, to make the 
fign of the croſs, this prophetic ſaint ex- 
claimed, © May: that bleſſed finger never 
« decay !” and burſt into a tender paſſion of 
tears, ſo violent as to ſhake with his ſob- 
bing the deacon. who ſtood next him. On 
being aſked the reaſon. of his diſorder, he 
replied; © This blooming roſe will ſoon 
&« wither ; this dave, ſo dear to heaven, will 
ee fly away from us in ſix weeks from this 
VOL IN. .C * 
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cc day.” His prophecy was accompliſhed: 
the royal virgin expired at the preciſe 
time he had foretold ; and the fame holy 
man beheld her in a viſion, walking hand in 
hand with the ſainted martyr to whom ſhe 
had dedicated the church, and command- 
ing that ſuch reverence: ſhould be paid to 
her on earth as ſhe received in heaven,— 
Miracles became frequent at her tomb “. 


At a ſubſequent period, when king Ca- 


The curious reader may wiſh- to ſee the whole 
account of this ſingular apparition, which I have 
ſoftened and abridged.—[ta crebreſcentibus ad tum- 
bam miraculis, edictum ut efferretur virginis corpus; 
inventumque totum in cineres ſolutum, præter digi- 
tum et alvum, alvoque ſubjecta; unde ſanto dubi- 
tanti virgo ipſa per viſum aſſiſtit: dicens, non mirum 
eſſe fi partes illæ corporis putruerint, quod uſus ha- 
beat exanimata corpora in quoſdam arcanos naturæ 
ſinus defluere, et ipſa utpotè puella membris illis 
peccaverit ; cterùm ventrem nulla corrumpi juſte 
putredine, qui nulla unquam aculeatus fit libidine ; 
unmunem ſe fuiſſe crapulæ et carvalis copulz. 
Will. Malmſ. de Geſtis Pontificum, 
lib. ii. p. 252, 


nute 
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nute the Dane, who was apt, 1 the ſame 
pious hiſtorian, to ſatyrize the ſaints of 
England, happened to viſit Wilton, he 
treated the memory of the chaſte and holy 
Editha with jocular contempt; affirming, 
that he could never believe ſhe was juſtly 
fainted for chaſtity, as ſhe was the daughter 
of Edgar, the moſt wanton of- princes. 
While he ſpoke thus with the irreverence of 
a 4 barbarian, he was reproved by the arch- 
| biſhop Ednodus. Canute growing angry, 
orders the ſepulchre to be opened, that he 
might ſee what appearance of ſanctity the 
dead virgin would diſcover, The mau- 
ſoleum being burſt aſunder, the deceaſed, 
ſpreading her veil before her face as low as 
her girdle, was ſeen to ariſe and attack the 
inſolent monarch . Overcome with ter- 
ror, throwing back his head, and lofing the 
ſtrength of his knees, he fell to the ground, 


* Effracto ergo mauſoleo, defuncta, oppanſo ante 
faciem velo cingulo tenus, aſſurgere, et in contuma- 
cem regem impetum facere, vila. 
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and remained breathleſs ſo long, that he 
was ſuppoſed to be dead ; bur his faculties 
returning by degrees, he rejoiced to find 
; that, although ſeverely chaſtiſed, he had a 
ſeaſon left him for penitence. The feſtival of 
the chaſte Editha is therefore held venerable 
in many parts of England; and no one can 
think of profaning it with impunity. 

Such are the anecdotes which the moſt 
ſenſible and accompliſhed of our ancient 
hiſtorians has related of one royal and pious 
maiden. Several incidents of a ſimilar caſt 
might be eafily collected; but I apprehend 
the preceding 1s ſufficient to ſhew, in a very 
ſtrong point of view, the ideas of our anceſ- 
tors concerning the ſupernatural powers of 
a ſpotlefs virgin. What real influence ſuch 
1deas may have had in augmenting the mul- 
titude of genuine Old Maids, I ſhall leave 
the contemplative ſiſterhood to conſider, 


„ 
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On the Decline and Fall of Manafti Dire 


gintty, 


GES have exiſted, in which a paſ- 
ſion for monaſtic chaſtity appears 
to have ſpread, like an epidemical diſorder, 


through the female world, and ladies of che 


moſt elevated rank ſeem to have been par- 


ticularly expoſed to this religious influenza. 


The great hiſtorian, who has lately exhi- 
bited a magnificent picture of declining 


Rome, delineates, with his uſual ſpirit, the 


pious pomp and oſtentation, with which the 


three daughters of the emperor Arcadius 


dedicated their virginity to God, He in- 
forms us, that © the obligation of their 
ce vow was inſcribed. on a tablet of gold 
« and gems, which they publicly offered 


e in the great church of Cor ikantinople: 


6 their Palace was converted into a monaſ- 
| C3 ce tery; 
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« tery; and all males, except the guides of 
ce their conſcience, the faints who had for- 
ce gotten the diſtinction of ſexes, were ſcru- 
Cc any excluded from che EE" xvelh- 
« oj] *,” 

A female ſacrifice announced to the 
world with ſuch dazzling ſplendor, muſt 
have had great effect in extending the con- 
tagious paſſion for monaſtic virginity; and, 
in the ſucceeding ages, We find that many 
queens and princeſſes, in different kingdoms 
of Europe, preferred the chaſte comfort of 
monaſtic conunence to all the parade and 
pleaſure of royal dignity. We have ſeen, in a 
former chapter of this Eflay, that the married 

royal fair ones, as well as the ſingle, aſpired 

ro that celeſtial crown of virginity, which 
was confidered as ſuperior to every earthly 
diadem; and many of theſe virgin wives 
(to give them the ſtrange appellation which 
they coveted) appear to have obtained, from 
che ee anke g of their huſbands, 


1 Gibbon, vol. ul, Pr 315- edit. 1787. af 
: aver 


n 
78 
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a very plauſible, if not 'an unqueſtionable 
title to the prime object of their ambition. 
In this wonderful ſpecies of purity, the 
royal fair ones of England ſeem to have 
ſurpaſſed thoſe of other countries. —A very 
amuſing Italian author, who has attempted 
to prove that the modern world 1s got in- 
ferior to the ancient in virtues of every 
claſs, among his examples of the moſt ſin- 
gular modern chaſtity, has mentioned the 
Engliſh queen Ediltruda, whom he confi- 
ders as the wife of three huſbands, yet juſtly 
canonized as @ virgin The extraordi- 
nary merit aſcribed to this royal Old Maid 
of England, made me ſearch minutely into 
the hiſtory of ſo intereſting a perſonage. I 
find that the Ediltruda of this courteous 
Italian writer, is the lady celebrated by our 
venerable Bede under the name of ZEdil- 
thryda; a lady whoſe adventures I have 
mentioned in a preceding chapter, on a dif- 


See a curious book, intitled, L'*hoggidi overo 
l' ingegni non inferiori a' paſſati. Venetis. 1658, 
nnn. 
84 FTerent 
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ferent occaſion. I will here add, that our 
honeſt hiſtorian, who allows her only e 
huſbands, yet vouches for her virginity in 
the following remarkable terms, — After 


faying that ſhe reſided twelve years with 


Ecgfrid the king, her laſt huſband, and yet 
remained a perperual virgin of glorious 1n- 
tegrity, he thus proceeds: To me, and 
« to ſome others, who doubted if this 
de were really ſo, biſhop Wilfrid, of bleſſed 


c memory, declared that he was himſelf a 


te perfect witneſs of her integrity: for Ecg- 


e frid had promiſed to give him an ample 


& eſtate, and a large ſum of money, if he 
& could perſuade the queen to | admit his 
* embraces; being aſſured that ſhe loved no 
ge man better. Nor ſhould we doubt,” con- 


tinues the honeſt Bede, © that a circum- 


te ſtance could happen even in our time, 
which faithful hiſtorians inform us was 
* ”» 


Ft rivolous 
* Cujus conſortio cum duodecim annis uteretur, 


464 "ax tamen manſit virginitatis integritate glo- 
| _Tiola ; 
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Frivolous and nonſenſical as anecdotes of 
this kind may appear to a faſtidious critic, 
they particularly deſerve the attention of 
the truly philoſopical, as they inſtruct us 


in that moſt intereſting branch of uſeful 


knowledge, the hiftory ef manners. Al- 
though the opinions and practices of our age 
afford but little countenance to the fact ſo 
candidly ſupported by the venerable Bede, 
the moſt ſceptical reader may incline to ad- 
mit the truth of it, when he conſiders that, 
in the days of Adilthryda, to lead the life 
of a nun was eſteemed the height of human 
happineſs, and the ſureſt paſſport to celeſ- 


riofa ; ſicut mihimet ſciſcitanti, cum hoc an ita eſſet 
quibuſdam veniſſet in dubium, beatæ memoriz Vil- 
frid epiſcopus referebat, dicens ſe teſtem -integritatis 
ejus eſſe certiſſimum: adeo ut Ecgfridus promiſerit ſe 
ei terras ac pecunias multas eſſe donaturum, fi regi- 
nz poſſet perſuadere ejus uti connubio; quia ſciebat 
illam nullum virorum plus illo diligere. Nec diffi- 
dendum eſt noſtra etiam ætate fieri potuiſſe, quod 
evo præcedente aliquoties factum fideles hiſtoriæ 
narrant. Hiſt, Eccleſ. p. 162. edit. Cantab. 1722. 
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tial beatitude: nay, to become the parent 
of a nun was regarded as a bleſſing of ſuch 
importance, that ſome good ladies were 
contented to ſacrifice, for this bleſſing, the 
glory ariſing from that continent virtue, in 
which they prided themſelves ſo devoutly. 
This remark is grounded on an anecdote 
as curious as the preceding, which Dugdale 
has inſerted in his Monaſticon, from the 
manuſcript chronicles of John, the vicar of 
Tinmouth. This pious hiſtorian has re- 
Corded, that a nobleman, whom he calls 
Wolfhelmus, having children by his wife, 
reſided with her for eighteen years in per- 
fe& continence ; when an angel appeared, 
and exhorted this chaſte couple to cohabit 
once more, for the ſake of producing a 
ſpouſe for Chriſt; and then to perſevere in 
their former purity of life .. The ſuggeſ- 
Ex uxore ſua liberos procreans, cum conjuge ſua 
octodecim annis, uſque ad provectam ætatem, cœli- 
bem vitam duxit. Angelus autem Domini trina viſi- 
one utrumque hortatus eſt ut convenirent, quia ſpon- 
ſam Chriſti generarent; et de cætero propoſitum ſer- 
_ varent. Monaſticon Anglicanum, tom. i. p. 256. 
. 5 tion 
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tion of the angel was not diſregarded ; and 
this heaven- directed intercourſe gave birth 


to Wolfhildis, who became a nun of ſuch - 


ſignal purity, that ſhe rejected the rich of- 
fers, and eſcaped from the amorous purſuit, 
of king Edgar; although Wenfleda, the 
aunt of that licentious monarch, conde- 
ſcended to act as the baſe miniſter of his 
pleaſures, and employed the moſt ungene- 


rous artifice to enſnare this reſolute and il- 


luſtrious virgin. 

hut if there were times in which monaſtic 
chaſtity appeared ſo firm as to reſiſt and 

triumph over the importunities even of royal 

intrigue, we muſt confeſs that, in other ſea- 

ſons, it aſſumed a very different appearance, 

and turned at laſt into the moſt deplorable 


frailty. 


The venerable Bede has himſelf given us 


a very ſtriking picture of monaſtic enor- 


mities, in his | epiſtle to Ecgbert. From 


this we learn, that many young men, who 
had no title to the monaſtic profeſſion, got 


poſſeſſion of monaſteries, where, inſtead of 


engaging 
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engaging in the defence of their country, 
as their age and rank required, they in- 
dulged themfelves in the moſt diſſolute in- 
dolence, and did not abſtain from the vir- 
gins that were devoted to God *. 
We learn from Dugdale, that in the reign 
of Henry the Second, the nuns of Amſbury 
abbey in Wiltſhire were expelled from that 
religious houſe, on account of their incon- 
tinence ; and, to exhibit in the moſt lively 
colours the total corruption af monaſtic 
chaſtity, Biſhop Burnet informs us, in his 
Hiſtory of the Reformation, that when the 
nunneries werm:vificed by the command of 


, “de earns - 


Ideoque vacantes, ac fins conjunle: exacto tem- 
pore pubertatis, nullo continentiæ propoſito per- 
durent, atque hanc ob rem vel patriam ſuam, pro qua 
militare debuerant, trans mare abeuntes relinquant, 
vel ma jore ſcelere atque impudenti2, qui propoſitum 
caſtitatis non habent, luxuriæ ac fornicationi deſer- 
viant, neque ab ipſis ſacratis Deo virginibus abſti- 

neant. Epiſtola Venerabilis Bede 
ad Eegbertum Antiſtitem. 


* Monalticon, vol. i 1 p. IN; 


Henry 


. 


Henry the Eighth, “whole houſes were 


When we conſider to what oppreſſive in- 


dolence, to what a variety of wretched- 
neſs and guilt, the young and fair inhabi- 


tants of the cloiſter were frequently be- 


trayed, we ought to admire thoſe benevo- 


lent authors, who, when the tide of reli- 
gious prejudice ran very ſtrong in favour of 
monaſtic virginity, had ſpirit enough to op- 
pole the torrent, and to caution the devout 
and tender ſex againſt ſo dangerous a pro- 
feſſion. It is in this point of view that the 
character of Eraſmus appears with the moſt 
amiable luſtre ; and his name ought to be 
eternally dear to the female world in parti- 


cular. Though his ſtudies and conſtitu- 
tion led him almoſt to idolize thofe elo- 


quent fathers of the church, who have 
magnified monaſtic virginity, his good ſenſe, 


and his accurate ſurvey of human life, 


* I quote the words of the Biſhop. See his Hiſ- 
tory of the Reformation, vol, i. p. 190, 


enabled 
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enabled him to judge of the miſery in 
which female youth was continually in- 
volved by a precipitate choice of the veil. 
He knew the ſucceſsful arts by which the 
ſubtle and rapacious Monks inveigled 
young women of opulent families into 
the cloiſter, and he exerted his lively 
and delicate wit in oppoſition to fo per- 
nicious an evil. The writings of many 
eminent authors have been levelled againft 
the abuſes of the monaſtic life; but ſeveral 
of theſe, like the noted work of the hu. 
morous Rabelais, appear to have flowed 
from a ſpirit as wanton and licentious as 
ever lurked in a convent, and abound in 
language offenſive to every decent reader. 
It is not thus with Eraſmus ; his two dia- 
logues, intitled, The Virgin averſe io Mar- 
riage; and The Penitent Virgin, are written 
with admirable pleaſantry, and ſeem to 
have been dictated by a chaſte and angelic 

deſire to promote the felicity of woman. 
In thoſe nations of Europe where nun- 
neries ſtill exiſt, how many lovely victims 
are 
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are continually ſacrificed to the avarice or 
abſurd ambition of inhuman parents! The 
miſery of theſe victims has been painted 
with great force by ſome benevolent writers 
of France, and particularly by that admir- 
able noveliſt Madame de Genlis, in her 
Letters on Education. In moſt of theſe 
pathetic hiſtories, that are founded on the 


abuſe of convents, the miſery originates 


from the parent, and falls upon the child. 
The reverſe has ſometimes happened; and 
there are examples of unhappy parents, who 
have been rendered miſerable by the reli- 
gious perverſity of a daughter. In the 
fourteenth: volume of that very amuſing 
book, the Cauſes Cezbres, a book which is 


| faid to have been the favourite reading of 


Voltaire, there 1s a ſtriking hiſtory of a girl 
under age, who was tempted by pious arti- 
fice to ſettle herſelf in a convent, in expreſs 
oppoſition to parental authority. Her pa- 
rents, who had vainly tried the moſt tender 
perſuaſion, endeavoured at laſt to redeem 
their loſt child by a legal proceſs againſt 
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the minnery in which the was pes; 
The pleadings on this remarkable trial 
may, perhaps, be juſtly reckoned among 
the fineſt pieces of eloquence that the law- 
vers of France have produced. Monſieur 
Gillet, the advocate for the parents, repre- 
ſented, in the boldeſt and moſt affecting 
language, the extreme baſeneſs of this reli- 
gious ſeduction. His eloquence appeared 


to have fixed the ſentiments of the judges; 


but the cauſe of ſuperſtition was pleaded by 
an advocate of equal power, and it finally 


prevailed. The unfortunate parents of Marie 
Vernat, for 1 was the name of the de- 
luded girl, we 


e condemned to reſign her 
for ever, and to make a conſiderable pay- 
ment to thoſe artful devotees; who had 
piouſly robbed them of their child. 

When we reflect on the various evils 


that have ariſen in convents, we have the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to rejoice and glory in that 
reformation, by. which the nunneries of 
England were aboliſhed. Vet, it would 


not 


— 
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not be candid or juſt to conſider all theſe as 
the mere harbours of licentiouſneſs, ſince 
we are told, that at the time of their ſup- 
preſſion, ſome of our religious houſes were 
very honourably diſtinguiſhed by the purity 
of their inhabitants. © The viſitors,” ſays 


biſhop Burnet, | © interceded earneſtly for 


cc one nunnery in Oxfordſhire, Godſtow, 
« where there was great ſtrictneſs of life, 
ce and to which moſt of the young gentle- 


ce women of the country were ſent to be 


« bred; ſo that the gentry of the country 
« deſired the king would ſpare the houſe : 
cc yet all was ineffectual *.“ 

In this point of view, much undoubtedly 
may be faid in favour of convents ; yet, 
when the arguments on both ſides are fairly 
weighed, I apprehend that every true friend 
to female innocence will rejoice in thoſe 
ſenſible regulations, which our Catholic 
neighbours have lately made reſpecting 


* 


* Hiſtory of the Reformation, vol, i. p. 238. 
Vol. III. nunneries, 


, — — — 
— 1 
* — —— in 2— — 3 * 2 - _ 
— jo tn —— > 4 23 Lp” Sir 8 * — — — 
— — O - an nt ods), TI - 1 4 — — — N 
= — — . — — 
i — = — 2 — 
— A el cs * * ws I 
£ l —— - + — — " - — Ia PE Is | ju — © 
= — a \ ————— — 
— ͤ . ̃ D 7˙ U , ‚⏑—· . . 


— — Py 
V 


. b 
7 
[ MW 
Fg 
EF; . 
190 
: 4 
1 4 $ 
| * Y; 
, 4 ; 
' ( 
L 1 
14 
4 F FL 7 
| | 0 
' 4 
| » 
N 
p 
bel 
7 
[ 


6 | — ; — 
. IEG IEA nn 


E _ — 
- " — * 8 


34 SAT ON 


nunneries, and which ſeem to promiſe their 
univerſal abolition *; an event which, we 
are told by experience, would be far from 
diminiſhing the purity of the female world, 
ſince I can fafely aſſert, to the honour of 
the ſiſterhood, that at this day there are 
more genuine Old Maids exiſting in Eng- 


land, than could have been found here at 


any. period of our hiſtory, when our iſland 
abounded in convents, when every county 
contained a multitude of nuns, and virgi- 
nity was the moſt faſhionable of all pro- 
ſeſſions. 


* See a judicious account of ſuch regulations in 


the Grand Duchy of Tuſcany, in the Anuual Re- 
Liſter of 1775. _ Hiſtory of Europe, p. 148. 


CHAP, 
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CHAF i 


On the Suppreſſion of Convents in France. 


INCE the year *, when this adven- 

turous little book firſt fallied into the 
world, the events in a neighbouring king- 
dom have been ſo extraordinary, and impor- 
tant, as to attract the attention of every 
friend to human nature, Whether we re- 
gard the proceedings in France as ſuggeſted 


by the demons of anarchy, or guided by 


the good angel of reformation, they are 
highly intereſting to all, who meditate on 


the affairs of earth; and they have a pe- 


culiar claim to the notice of the profeſt 
advocate 'of Old Maids, as they ſeem to 
threaten the utter extinction of his fair 
clients in one of the moſt populous nations 
in Europe. | 

5 1785. 
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For let me here obſerve, to the honour of 
our ſedate Maidens, that the light gaiety 
of their fair ſiſters in France will hardly 
allow them to poſſeſs ſuch laudable diſ- 
cretion, ſuch deliberate wiſdom in the choice 
of their condition, as have induced many 
a worthy Engliſh ſpinſter to prefer the 
ſolitude of a We ki to the allurements of 
marriage, when marriage had nothing to 
offer, that could intereſt the heart: ſo that 
if no cloiſters are to be found to cheriſh 
elderly virginity in France, there is great 
reaſon to apprehend, that in a few years, 
this delightful climate, which has been 
ſometimes conſidered as the garden of the 
civilized world, though it may grow every 
day more and more productive, will not 
produce a ſingle Old Maid. But an idea, 
much more afflicting to a generous and 
gallant ſpirit, diſturbed, on this occaſion, the 
champion of the ſiſterhood : on the firſt 
rumour that convents were to be utterly 
ſuppreſt, he was grievouſly apprehenſive, 


that AE devout Old Maids muſt cruelly 
ſuffer 


a thouſand dulcineas of the cloiſter. 
his misfortunes, however, rendered him un- 
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ſuffer from ſuch an arrangement ; and, had 
not age and infirmity rendered it impoſſible 


for him to ſupport the active character of 


a knight-errant in their ſervice, he would 
undoubtedly have fallied forth for their 


protection, though at the hazard of making 


many miſtakes as palpable as the grand 
miſtake imputed to the mirror of modern 
chivalry, who is ſuppoſed, by his old 


friends, to have miſtaken the honeſt wind- 
mull of freedom for the outrageous giant 


ſo furiouſly, as to ſhiver the far-reaching 


and ſtout lance of his reaſon into a heap 


of radiant ſplinters by the violence of his 


encounter. Bur, alas ! the time-worn cham- 
pion of Old Maids was diſabled for ſuch 
a knightly enterprize, at the important 
period, when his heart and his unagination 
would have otherwiſe impelled him to aſſiſt 


What 


fit to accomplith, or attempt in his own 


perſon, he has happily effected by two 
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worthy ſubſtitutes, two noble knights of our 
country—Sir Orlando Freemantle, and Sir 
Nicholas Vertù. Sir Olando is one of thoſe 
happy beings, who, from a native airineſs 
and intrepidity of ſpirit, has the ineſtimable 
power of overcoming the various troubles 
of life by holding them in deriſion. 


« He dafts the world afide and bids it paſs.” 


He ſeems to think ſo lightly of afflic- 
tion, that a ſuperficial obſerver might 
ſuppoſe him to want ſenſibility, and think 
him the worſt friend in the world to the 


afflicted: but the reverſe would be much 
nearer the truth; for Sir Orlando has a 


reſerved, or rather a diſguiſed tenderneſs 
of heart, which perpetually operates as 
an ally, or a ſecret privy counſellor 
to the viſible activity and vigour of 
his mind. The time that a common 
friend would devote to condoling with 
the wretched, Sir Orlando would eagerly 
employ in the moſt ſtrenuous endea- 
vours to remove the ſource of their 
wretchedneſs: and this with a mind ſo 
| unclouded 
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unclouded by the evils, which attracted his 
compaſſionate attention, that he would jeſt 
perhaps on the very miſery, he was la- 
bouring to relieve. 

His old aſſociate, Sir Nicholas, has a ſpirit 
of a lower tone, yet of equal ſweetneſs: he 


is no leſs a real friend to nature, but more 


fondly enamoured of the works of art. He 
would ſpare neither trouble nor expence 


to comfort an anxious Old Maid on the 
point of loſing the aſylum of a convent; but 


he would perhaps, with ſuperior ardour, 
exert himſelf to deliver from the damp and 
darkneſs of a cloiſter, the painted head of 
a ſinner, in preference to the living body 
of a maiden ſaint. 

It happened that theſe two pleaſant 
companions were paſting ſome days with 


me, when the expected ſuppreſſion of French 


convents was the reigning topic of the 


hour. Ah, what a time, I exclaimed, with 


a generous paſſion for enterprize, in which 
I could not participate, what a time 1s this 
for you men of health, leiſure, affluence, 
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worthy ſubſtitutes, two noble knights of our 
country Sir Orlando Freemantle, and Sir 
Nicholas Vertu. Sir Olando is one of thoſe | 
happy beings, who, from a native airineſs | 
and intrepidity of ſpirit, has the ineſtimable | 
power of overcoming the various troubles 


of life by holding them in derifion. 
ce He dafts the world afide and bids it paſs.” 


He ſeems to think ſo lightly of afflic- 
tion, that a ſuperficial obſerver might 
ſuppoſe him to want ſenſibility, and think 
him the worſt friend in the world to the 
afflicted : but the reverſe would be much 
nearer the truth; for Sir Orlando has a 
reſerved, or rather a diſguiſed tenderneſs 
of heart, which perpetually operates as 
an ally, or a ſecret privy counſellor 
to the viſible activity and vigour of 
his mind. The time that a common 
friend would devote to condoling with 
the wretched, Sir Orlando would eagerly 
employ in the moſt ſtrenuous endea- 
vours to remove the ſource of their 
wretchedneſs: and this with a mind fo 
wh unclouded 
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unclouded by the evils, which attracted his 
compaſſionate attention, that he would jeſt 
perhaps on the very miſery, he was la- 
bouring to relieve. 

His old aſſociate, Sir Nicholas, has a ſpirit 
of a lower tone, yet of equal ſweetneſs : he 
is no leſs a real friend to nature, but more 
fondly enamoured of the works of art. He 
would ſpare neither trouble nor expence 
to comfort an anxious Old Maid on the 
point of loſing the aſylum of a convent ; but 
he would perhaps, with ſuperior ardour, 
exert himſelf to deliver from the damp and 
darkneſs of a cloiſter, the painted head of 
a ſinner, in preference to the living body 
of a maiden ſaint. 

It happened that theſe two pleaſant 
companions were paſting ſome days with 
me, when the expected ſuppreſſion of French 
convents was the reigning topic of the 
hour. Ah, what a time, I exclaimed, with 
a generous paſſion for enterprize, in which 
I could not participate, what a time 1s this 
for you men of health, leiſure, affluence, 
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and ſpirit! Prepare yourſelves for a de- 
* lightful and glorious expedition; and, under 
the good auſpices of nature and of art 
take an enlightened ſurvey of all the 
provincial convents of France, before they 
are utterly ſuppreſſed. What a ſeaſon 
for you, Sir Nicholas, to reſcue many a 
forgotten yet precious little picture of your 
idol Corregio; what opportunities for you, 
my gallant Orlando, to indulge your romantic 
paſſion for befriending maidens in diſtreſs ! 
and truſt me, among the fair Gallic ſufferers 
on this occaſion, you might find many an 
elderly virgin of our country, whom the 
barbarous pride of her relations has con- 
demned, for ſome imaginary offence, to 
languifh in early life amid the remote ob- 
ſcurity of a foreign cloiſter. Heavens ! 
continued I, ſhaking one of my crutches, 
theſe are Old Maids for whom the nobleſt 
- (FER heroes of Chivalry would have been proud 
to contend ! As I ſpoke of Corregio, I ob- 
- ſerved the eyes of Sir Nicholas began to 
gliſten with lively hope; and at the idea 
= | of 
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of many a deſerted daughter of Britain 
pining through life in a foreign cloiſter, and 
at laſt in danger of loſing even that woeful 
aſylum, the manly figure of Sir Orlando 
ſeemed to grow more than mortal with a 
paſſionate deſire of ſuccouring the afflicted. 
In a word, my two ſpirited friends em- 
braced with ardour the enterprize, to which 
T excited them; and have favoured me from 
time to time with a circumſtantial account 
of their diſcoveries. What a rich treaſure 
have I thus accumulated for the benevolent 
reader, who takes a lively intereſt in all that 
relates to elderly maidens ! What an en- 
chanting variety is now before me of pathe- 
tic ſcenes and ludicrous adventures! I could 
indeed wiſh to adorn theſe little volumes 
with a few ſelect anecdotes from this ample 
aſſemblage of all that is curious, on a topic 
ſo intereſting; ; but the delicacy of friend- 
ſhip reſtrains me from this indulgence, as 
the two gallant travellers intend to oblige 
the world with a minute detail of their 
moſt curious diſcoveries in two volumes 


of 


ar m — 
— 
" O = 
” 2 
2 — 1 — 
- — — — — 


— — — 1 — —— 


— . . üwä V 


3 — — ot t - - — 


— — Won. 


—̃ — — l— — - 
— — 2 — — _ 
mane I I IETS 
4 


42 bes S AT ON 


of an imperial ſize, moſt ſuperbly decorated 
by every artiſt of eminence, who will la- 
bour, with fond enthuſiaſm, to delineate 
the precious reliques of monaſtic virginity, 
before it ſinks into utter annihilation. 
In this rare and miſcellaneous collection 
of conventual curioſities, there are ſeveral 
pieces of poetry; as I vas particularly 
affected by one poetical fragment, which 
delineates the heart-felt ſufferings of a fair 
Engliſh recluſe, my two generous and 
ſympathetic travellers have kindly preſented 
it to me, with a requeſt that it may find a 
place in theſe pages. | 
The verſes were founded on a private 
misfortune, and were left unfiniſhed, they 
are therefore in ſome parts obſcure. 
To remedy this imperfection as much as 
poſſible, I ſhall briefly relate a few of the 
moſt ſingular circumſtances in the life of | 
the fair ſufferer who wrote them. Theſe | 
circumſtances were imparted to my com- 
paſſionate travellers by her intimate friend, 
who 1s mentioned in the verſes under the 
title 
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title of Clara: the lady herſelf I ſhall diſ- 


tinguiſh by no name, but that of Sofronia ; 
a name ſhe had often a melancholy pleafure 
in aſſuming, from a remote reſemblance 
ſhe diſcovered in her own fate to that of 
a generous victim, the Sofronia of Taſſo! 
But, alas! our Engliſh Sofronia had a deſtiny 
much more ſevere than what the fair martyr 


of the Italian poet endured in periſhing 


with the object of her affection. She was 


the daughter of an opulent and auſtere 


country gentleman in the north of Eng- 
land; and at the age of nineteen moſt un- 
happily incurred the indignation of her 
father by an extraordinary combination of 
unfortunate circumſtances, which led him 
to believe, that his only daughter was ſink- 
ing into a moſt diſhonourable intrigue 
with the domeſtic of a neighbouring gentle- 
man. This was far from- being true: 


| Sofronia had great tenderneſs and modeſty 


in her character ; with an equal and perhaps 
a geater portion of dignity and pride. 
She was however involved in a fatal paſſion 
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44 
for a youth of high birth, and conſiderable 
expectations, but of a family as hoſtile to 


her father's as the Capulet's to the Monta- 
gue's. The young and adventurous lover 


had diſguiſed himſelf in the habit of a ſer- 


vant to obtain a ſecret interview. This cir- 
cumſtance expoſed Sofronia to the moſt bitter 
accuſations, and to all the brutality of exaſ- 
perated arrogance. She found it impoſſible 
to clear herſelf from a charge ſhe abhorred, 
without expoſing her lover to perils more 
terrible to a fond imagination, than any 
ſufferings that could fall upon herſelf: ſne 
had a military brother, of a moſt imperious 
vindictive temper ; and the father of the 
youth ſhe loved was as unfeeling and tyran- 
nical as her own. From a generous dread 
therefore of involving the idol of her heart 
in domeſtic diſcord, by revealing their at- 
tachment, ſhe ſupported the utmoſt inquiſi- 
torial cruelty from her own barbarous re- 
lations : who, notwithſtanding all her pro- 
teſtations of innocence, believed her guilty 


of the moſt diſhonourable incontinence ; 


and 
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and conveyed her to a remote convent in 
a ſouthern province of France. This 
priſon for ſome time proved a paradiſe, as 
it relieved her from the perſecution of 
domeſtic barbarity: and Sofronia's heart 
was long animated by the hope that her 
lover would one day repay all the bitter pangs 
ſhe ſo generouſly ſupported to ſave him 
from oppreſſion. I bluſh for the honour 
of man, in being forced to add, that he 
proved utterly unworthy of ſuch magnani- 
mous affection. For ſome time indeed he 
ſecretly contrived to cheer and delight 
Sofronia by repeated promiſes of gratitude 
and fidelity : but being a younger brother, 
he was ſent to the Eaſt Indies in purſuit of 
fortune, and, corrupted by a ſcene ſo fre- 
quently fatal to integrity, he forgot his for- 
mer unexampled obligations to the too gene- 


rous fair-one, and haſtily married the young, 


beautiful, and opulent widow of an- elderly 
officer, who was killed in the Carnatic. 


The mercenary apoſtate endeavoured. 


to apologize for his conduct in a long letter 
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to the deſerted Sofronia : who, abandoned 
as ſhe was by her own family, ſeemed 
now to have no reſource in the world. 

In the agonies of diſappointed affection 
ſhe precipitately took the veil; and, lan- 
guiſhing for many years under all the va- 
rious wretchedneſs of a wounded ſpirit, 
at laſt died in the arms of the diſconſolate 
Clara, a few months before my friends vi- 
ſited the convent, which had been choſen for 
the priſon of this cruelly injured captive. 

During the many years, that elapſed 
between the receipt of the Indian letter, 
which darkened all her profpects in life, 
and her lingering diſſolution, ſhe was never 
obſerved to expreſs any thing like joy, 
except on her firſt hearing that the nunneries 

of France were to be utterly ſuppreſſed. 
On this occaſion, as the travellers were 
informed by the intereſting Clara, who 


had a melancholy pleaſure in ſpeaking of 
| her departed friend, the fine emaciated 
| . countenance of Sofronia was for the laſt 
| time irradiated by a glow of ſatisfaction. 
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| The tranſient gleam of joy, which this idea 
produced in * dejected mind, inſpired her 


| with the following verſes : yet that | Joy, as 


the reader will perceive, was ſoon over- 


E ſhadowed by the predominant anguiſh, 


| ariſing from the recollection of all ths had 
endured, 


A POETICAL FRAGMENT, 


WRITTEN BY AN ENGLISH LADY, 
A few days before her death, 


IN A FRENCH CONVENT. 


Torn from delight by tyrannous controul, 
My waſting frame abhors its vital breath ; 
And, in this world of wrongs, my wounded ſoul 
Sees nothing worthy of a wiſh, but death: 


On this deteſted earth I yet would pauſe, 
Dear ſoothing ſiſter of my wither'd youth! 
To catch theſe tidings, which, in Freedom's cauſe, 
7, by ſanguine fancy deems the voice of truth. 

Zes, 
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EE Tes, I yet live to ſympathize with thee, 
J hail thy kindred in their bright career, 
| Aud bleſs thy firm compatriot's bold decree, 
1 To reaſon conſonant ! to nature dear ! 


She triumphs in the Iaw-cruſh'd convents' fate, 
oF The nobleſt trophy won by civic ſtrife !— 
Heaven ſhall no more be mocked with prayers 
n of Hate, 
Nor earth polluted with the tombs of life. 


Dear Clara I thou, to light and love reſtored, 
Shalt walk triumphant by a brother”s ſide ; 
Weave ſpotleſs laurels round bis guardian fword, 
And wake to all the Joys of virtuous pride a 


But when they chance to ſtrike my troubled 
thought, 
Names of endearment turn to tings of woe ; 
Names, at whoſe ſound my youthful boſon 
caught 
Gay Senſibility's enchanting glow |! 


He who my tender infancy careſſed, 
And vow'd to guard me with fraternal fire, 
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Zh, barb 'rous foe to innocence oppreſſed ! 
Inflam'd againſt me a vindictive fire, 


The fancied crime, that my indignant ſoul 
Could not with truth acknowledge, or abjure; 


Love, that by filence ſought pure Honour s goal, 
Led me to tortures, that flow death inſure. 


Ab why, ſo oft invoked thro tedious years, 
Com'ſt thou, cold phantom with ſuch tardy 
pace, 
To her, who, dead to earthly hopes and ors 
Would change this dungeon for thy dark em- 
Brace? 


This dungeon ! where the poor infected mind, 
Hoarding diſguſt, as miſers hoard their pelf, 

Sinks, to a mental peſtilence reſigned, 

From loving no one, to abbr itſelf. 


Yes, Clara ! generous Ow ! <obeſe worth I 
oWn, 
Yet want the power to PAR it, as I ought, 
My heartleſs boſom I to thee have ſhown, 
And all the miſery of morbid thought : 


Vor. III. * Angel 
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Angel of Pity ! traverſing our ſpbere, 
And ſearching griefs, that human guili 
. evould hide, 
Oh ſeeſt thou aught more worthy of thy tear, 
Than cloiſter d victims of parental pride? 


M ben Ioveleſs languor, in a duſty pall, 


Enſprouds the ſpirit, whence all hopes depart ; 
When mortified affeftions turn to gall, 
And cold ſpleen mantles in the flagnate heart; 


Balm for her wounds how vainly reaſon ſeeks, 
While injur'd Nature droops in ev'ry nerve? 
While forc'd Devotion ſcorns the prayer ſhe 


| ſpeaks, 55 | 
And doubts the Deity, ſhe's doom'd to ſerve. 


Ob lead me, Death ! whoſe icy hand I feel, 
Where Faith's effulgent form irradiates all ! 
Seraph of Retributiun! “T — — 
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On fome Monaſtic Virgins diſtinguiſbed by 
literary Talents. 


HEN we conſider what innumer- 
able multitudes of .virgins have 
paſſed their lives in the leiſure of a con- 
vent—when we reflect on the active inge- 


nuity of the female mind, and remember 


that convents, during many ages, were the 
treaſuries of all the learning that remained 
upon the earth—we may be ſurpriſed in ob- 
ſerving the very ſmall number of monaſtic 


Virgins, who are ſaid to have bequeathed 


to us any literary production. Perhaps, 
indeed, many a fair and chaſte author has 
exiſted, whoſe name and works have been 


unjuſtly buried in ſudden oblivion. I am 


led to this conjecture by finding that one 
monaſtic and maiden prodigy of literature 
has been ſtrangely overlooked cr miſrepre- 

E 2 ſented 
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ſented by our beſt antiquarians; I mean 
the poetical Saxon nun Hroſvitha or Roſo- 


vida. This lady, who flouriſhed about the 


year 980, exerted her poetical genius to 
confirm and increaſe the number of mo- 
naſtic Old Maids. She wrote ſix dramatic 
compoſitions in imitation of Terence; but 
on ſubjects very different from thoſe of the 


Roman dramatiſt, as the plays of the virgin 


author were chiefly intended to animate 
her ſiſter nuns to the preſervation of their 
virginity. 

It is ſtrange that theſe dramatic cu- 
rioſities are ſo imperfectly known among 
us, eſpecially as ſome of our ableſt ſcholars 
have lately. employed themſclves in elabo- 
rate reſearches on the obſcure origin of the 
modern drama. 

Mr. Warton, in the emendations which 
he has added to his ſecond volume on 
Engliſn poetry, has, indeed, mentioned the 
name and title of this chaſte and pious dra- 
matiſt, but attributes her compoſitions to 
her firſt editor Conradus Celtes, who pub- 

liſhed 
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liſhed her plays and other ſacred poems at 
Nurenburg, 1501. 

Such inaccuracies are inevitable in a 
work ſo various and extenſive as the excel- 
lent Hiſtory of Engliſh Poetry. I have now 
to lament, that, ſince I made the preceding 
remark, the learned and amiable ſubject of 
it is removed from the reach of my cenſure 
and my praiſe : I lament it the more, as the 
curious appendix, with which I am enabled 


to enrich a new edition of this little work, 


would have afforded to that benevolent and 
accompliſhed poetical antiquarian a com- 
plete opportunity of correcting his involun- 


tary injuſtice to the Saxon Virgin Roſvida, 


the literary Phoenix of the cloiſter. 
As TI have obtained, by indefatigable pur- 


ſuit, a ſight of her rare compoſitions; I had 


taken the pains to tranſlate two the moſt 


ſtriking of her extraordinary dramas, in- 


tending to infert the tranſlation with the ori- 


ginal, which the curious reader will find at 


he * of this volume: but I reflected 
5 1 
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that I might afford particular pleaſure to 
many a literary Old Maid by inſerting only 
the Latin; asit would furniſh her with agreea- 
ble opportunities of confulting ſome learned 
Cadenus of her acquaintance, on theſe 
early productions of the monaſtic muſe. 
I have alſo that tenderneſs for the credit 
of the pious and chaſte Roſvida, that I was 
unwilling to expoſe her, in an Engliſh dreſs, 
to the faſtidious and uncandid criticiſm of 
every idle witling. 
If the ſiſterhood approve my zeal and 
diſcretion in behalf of the Saxon virgin, I 
ſhall be the more encouraged to devote the 
reſidue of my advanced life to their ſervice, 
and execute, to their honour, a work which 
the republic of letters has long wanted, a 
Biographical Dictionary of eminent Old 
Maids. _. 

| Having this grand performance in con- 
templation, I ſhall not in theſe little books 
attempt to Expatiate on the Tereſas of 

Spain, 
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Apa * the Schurmans of Germany +, the 
Scuderys of France 7. the Bourignons of 
Flanders, 


* Saint Tereſa wrote her own pious memoirs, 
containing a full account of her various inter- 
views with angels and the devil. The beſt edition 
of her works is in two quarto volumes, Madrid, 
1752. She died 1582, and was canonized by 
Gregory XV. 1621. 

+ Anna Maria Schurman, eminent for her ſkill in 
languages, was a native of Cologne. She reſided at 
Utrecht, and declined an offer of marriage from the 
famous Dutch poet, penſionary Cats. She died in 
Frieſland, 1678. The moſt remarkable of her pro- 
ductions is a logical treatiſe, in Latin, to prove that 
the female mind is fit for learning and ſcience. 

t Magdeleine de Scudery, perhaps the plaineſt 
and moſt ingenious of Old Maids. Her romances, &c. 
amounted to forty-ſix volumes. She died in 1701, 
at the age of ninety-four. Her poetical compliment 
© the artiſt who drew her picture, ſhews us, in a 
lively point of view, both the homelineſs of her fea- 
tures, and the ſweetneſs of her character. The 
compliment may loſe ſome of its elegance, but, I 


think, none of its good- nature, in the following 


tranſlation: ; 
Ec  Nantenuil ! 
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Flanders “, or, in ſhort, on any of thoſe vo- 
luminous virgins, who have aſtoniſhed the 
different kingdoms of Europe by the ferti- 
lity of their pious or romantic pens. 


"Nanteuil ! evhat wondrous magic grace 
Muft in your pencil lurk ! 

For in my glaſs I hate my face, 

Tet love it in your work, 


Antoinette Bourignon, born at Liſle 1616, was 
a viſionary Old Maid. Though deformed from her 
birth, ſhe ſurmounted many difficulties and hard- 
ſhips to preſerve her chaftity, and ſuſtained an equal 
portion of literary labour, in the hope of illuminating 
the world by the publication of her pious reveries. 
They were printed in twenty-one volumes, octavo, 
with a life of the chaſte author, written by one of her 
diſciples. Bayle has given a very lively account, 

both of the adventures and opinions of this wonder- 
ful lady. She was not. only endued witb the moſt 
perfect chaſtity herſelf, ſays her biographer, but had 
the faculty of communicating that virtue to others, a 

faculty which the philoſophical Bayle has taken the 
liberty of treating with much ſpritely ridicule. This 

ſingular virgin died! in F fd at the 85 of ſixty- 


Pour. 
Butz 
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But there are two monaſtic Old Maids, 
ſo very remarkable, yet ſo little known in 
our country, that I muſt embrace the pre- 


ſent opportunity of introducing them to 
the acquaintance of my fair readers. The 


firſt is a pious viſionary virgin of Venice; 
the ſecond, a poetical nun of Mexico. To 
the Venetian virgin, who is known in 
France .by the name of Mere Jeanne, the 


famous French traveller, Guillaume Poſtel, 


was indebted for - moſt of thoſe ſingular 
ideas, by which he excited univerſal aſto- 
_ niſhment in the age of Francis the Firſt. 
Poſtel was patrenized for his extenſive eru- 
dition by that munificent prince, to whom 
the learned enthuſiaſt very confidently pro- 
miſed univerſal dominion. By this pro- 
phecy in favour of France, Poſtel excited 


the enmity of ſome Spaniſh Jeſuits in 


Rome, which obliged him to depart from 
that city, and repair to Venice. It was 
here that the wonderful Mere Jeanne, whom 
he deſcribes as à little old woman of forty &, 
* Une petite vieille femmelette, de I'age de cin 
quante ans. ; | 
imparted 


* 
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imparted to him thoſe myſteries, which he 
communicated to the world in a little book 


written in Italian, whoſe long title is ſo cu- 


nous, that T ſhall inſert an entire tranſlation 
of it: The firſt News of another world; 


e that is, the admirable Hiſtory (and not 


te leſs neceſſary and uſeful to be read and 
00 underſtood by every one, than ſtupen- 
e dous), intitied, The Venetian Virgin 


part ſeen, part proved, and moſt 


< faithfully written, by William Poſtel, 
« firſt-born of the Regeneration, and Spi- 
cc ritual Father of the ſaid Virgin.“ — 155 5. 


Octavo.— Of this very rare volume 


France is ſaid to contain only two copies; 
but there is a French publication by the 
fame author, containing the ſame doctrine; 
which conſiſts in announcing to women an 
univerſal dominion over the world. This 
dominion, however, is purely fpiritual, and 
means nothing more than the eſtabliſhment 
of 2 more perfe& reaſon, which beginning, 
according to the author, in his Venetian 


Virgin, was to extend over the univerſe, 
and thus confirm and perpetuate the ſove- 


reignty 


we 
Free 


reignty of woman. 
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How far the doctrine 
of Poſtel may have been verified, and how 
far the ſiſterhood in particular may have 
enjoyed that ſovereign purity and perfec- 
tion of reaſon, which this learned man firſt 
diſcovered in his celebrated Venetian Old 
Maid, are delicate points, which the expe- 
rience of my fair readers will beſt enable 
them to decide. 

While they are ſettling the matter, let 
me haiten to Mexico, and preſent to them, 


from that city, filter Juana Inez de la Cruz, 


a religious virgin, ſo eminent for her poe- 
tical talents, that ſhe-has been honoured 


with the title of a Tenth Muſe. 


Juana was born in November, 1651, at 


the diſtance of a few leagues from the city 


of Mexico. Her father was one of the many 
Spaniſh gentlemen, who ſought to improve 
a ſcanty fortune by an eſtabliſhment in 
America, where he married a lady of that 
country, deſcended from Spaniſh parents. 
Their daughter Juana was diſtinguiſhed in 
her infancy by an uncommon paſlion for 

X literature, 
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literature, and a wonderful facility in the 
compoſition of Spaniſh verſes. Her pa- 
rents ſent her, when ſhe was eight years old, 
to reſide with her uncle, in the city of 
Mexico. She had there the advantage of a 
learned education; and, as her extraordi- 
nary talents attracted univerſal regard, ſhe 


was patronized by the lady of the viceroy, 


the Marquis de Mancera, and, at the age 
of ſeventeen, was received into his family, 


We Spaniſh encomiaſt of Juana relates a re- 


markable anecdote, - which, he ſays, was 
communicated to him by the viceroy him- 
ſelf, That nobleman, aſtoniſhed by the 
extenſive learning of the young Juana, in- 
vited forty of the moſt eminent literati that 
his country could afford, to try the extent 
and ſolidity of Juana's erudition. The 
young female ſcholar was freely but po- 
litely queſtioned, on the different branches 


of ſcience, by theologians, philoſophers, 


mathematicians, hiftorians, and poets ; <and, 


« 25a royal galleon“ (I uſe the words of his | 


ne the viceroy, ſays my Spaniſh 
a | author) 
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author) © as a royal galleon would defend 


cc herſelf againſt a few ſcallops, that might 
« attack her, ſo did Juana Inez extricate 


te herſelf from the various queſtions, argu- 
« ments, and rejoinders, that each in his 
« own province propoſed to her.“ 

The applauſe which ſhe received, on this 
ſignal diſplay of her accompliſhments, was 
far from inſpiring the modeſt Juana with 
vanity or preſumption. Indeed, a pious 
humility was her moſt ſtriking characte- 
riſtic. Her life amounted only to forty- 
four years, and of theſe ſhe paſſed twenty- 
ſeven, diſtinguiſhed by- the moſt exem- 


plary exerciſe of all the religious virtues, 


in the convent of St. Geronimo. Her 
delight in books was extreme, and ſhe 
is ſaid to have poſſeſſed a library of four 
thouſand volumes ; but, towards the cloſe 
of her life, ſhe made a ftriking ſacrifice to 
charity, by ſelling her darling books for the 
relief of the poor. Few female authors 
have been more celebrated in life, or in 
death more lamented. The collection of 


ner 
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her works, in three quarto volumes, con- 
tains a number of panegyrics, in verſe and 
proſe, beſtowed on this chaſte poeteſs by the 
moſt illuſtrious characters both of Old and 
New Spain. The moſt ſenſible of the 
Spaniſh critics, father Feyjoo, has made 
this general remark on Juana's compoſi- 
tions, © that they excel in eaſe and ele- 
te gance, but are deficient in energy ;” 
failing the more remarkable, as the pious 
enthuſiaſm of this poetical nun was fo 
great, that ſhe wrote in her own blood a 
profeſſion of her faith. Let me obſerve, 
in anſwer to her critic, that moſt of Juana's 
verſes are written on ſubjects, where poe- 
tical energy was not to be expected. Many 
of her poems are occaſional compliments to 
her particular friends; and, in her ſacred 
dramas, the abſurd ſuperſtitions of her 
country were ſufficient to annihilate all poe- 
ical ſublimity. 

In one of her ſhort b ſhe de- 
ſcribes the injuſtice of men towards her 


own ſex. I ſhall cloſe my brief account of 
this 
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this admirable maiden with an imitation of 

this performance, taking the liberty, how- 
ever, to omit ſeveral ſtanzas. It is, I think, 


the moſt pleaſing ſpecimen that I could ſe- 


lect from her poetry, and has a particular 
claim to a place in this Eſſay, ſince it may 
be regarded as a, vindication of Old Maids, 


compoſed by a virgin of eminence and au- 


thor ity. 


Neal men ! who witheut reaſon aim 
To load poor woman with abuſe, 
Not ſeeing that yourſelves produce 
The very evils that you blame. 


You gainſt her firm reſifance fir ive, 
And, having ſtruck ber judgment mute, 
Soon 70 her tevity impute 

What from your labour you derive. 8 


Hombres necics, que acuſais 
A la miuger fin ragen; 
Sin ver, gue fors la oca/ion 
Ds bo iſm, que Culpais, De. 


of 
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Of woman's weakneſs much afraid, 
Of your own proweſs ſtill you boaſt ; 
Like the vain child, who makes a gboft; 
Then fears what be himſelf has made. 


Her, whom your arms have once embrac'd, 
You think, preſumptuouſly, to find, 
When fhe is wood, as Thais kind, 
When Wedded, as Lucretia chaſte. 


How rare a ; fool muſt be appear, £ 
Whoſe folly mounts to ſuch a paſs, ; : 
That firſt be breathes upon the glaſs, 2 
Then grieves becauſe it is not clear ! 5 


Still with unjuſt, ungrateful SY 
You meet both favour and diſdain ; 


The firm, as cruel you arraign, 
The tender, you as weak deride. 


Your fooliſh bumur none can pleaſe, 
Since, judging all with equal phlegm, 
One for her rigor you condemn, 
And one you cenfure for her eaſe, 

| M bat 


What wondrous gifts muſt her adorn, 
Who would your laſting love engage, 
When rigorous nymphs excite your rage, 
And eaſy fair ones raiſe your ſeorn ! 


But while you ſhew your pride or power, 
Mitb tyrant paſſions vainly hot, 

She's only bleſt who heeds you not, 
Aud leaves you all in bappy hour. 


| You, ttt. 
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CHAP. VI. 
On ſome Old Maids of the new World. 


YEVERAL of the Spaniſh writers, in 
giving an early account of the weſ- 
tern world, which they had juſt diſcovered, 
and were eager to make known, have de- 
ſcribed the wantonneſs and the fervility of 
the American females in colours that are 


diſgraceful to human nature. The rela-. 


tions of Peter Cieca de Leon, in particular, 
exhibit theſe indecent yet beautiful ſavages 
in the moſt deplorable point of view ; and 
might almoſt lead us to imagine, that, rich 
as the new world appeared in many valuable 
productions, it never produced an Old 
Maid. Happily, however, for the honour - 
of the ſiſterhood, there aroſe in that country 
a Spaniſh hiſtorian, who, being deſcended 
from a princeſs of Peru, engaged with pa- 

triotic ardour in the noble taſk of vindicat- 

K. 5 8 ing 
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1ng the purity of the Peruvian ladies. The 

Inca Garcilaſo de la Vega opens the fourth 

book of his Royal Commentaries with a 

circumſtantial account of the virgins devoted. 
to the ſun.—“ In the falſe religion of Peru,“ 
ſays the hiſtorian, © there were many things 
© «truly great and reſpectable ; one of theſe 
te was the profeſſion of perpetual virginity, 
* which the women preſerved in many houſes 
« of retirement, built for them in many pro- 
« yinces of the empire: and, that it may be 
= * underſtood what women theſe were, to 
: « whom they were devoted, and in what 
c they were exerciſed, I ſhall deſcribe them 
« minutely, becauſe the Spaniſh hiſtorians, 
« who treat of this point, paſs over it, ac- 
« cording to the vulgar proverb, like @ cat 
« over coals . 

This illuſtrious author then enters into 
every particular relating to theſe religious 
Firgins, deſcribing, from his own know= 
* be exact ſituation of the . in 
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the city of Cuſco, where they had formerly 
reſided: — he contradicts the general opi- 
nion concerning them, and clearly proves, 
that chey never dwelt or officiated as prieſ- 
teſſes in the temple of the Sun; on the con- 
trary, he aſſerts, that the Incas took parti- 
eular care that no men ſhould enter into the 
manſion of theſe ſequeſtered maidens, and 
no women into that of the Sun — two diſ- 
tinet buildings, at a conſiderable diſtance 
from each other, which Garcilaſo tells us 
he had ſeen entire, as they were preſerved 
with particular veneration by the Peruvians, 
in that memorable conflagration, when, re- 
volting againſt their Spaniſh oppreſſors, 
they burnt the city of Cuſco. 

Theſe virgins, although they did not re- 
fide in the temple of the Sun, were til! 
conſidered as the wives of that . radiant 
power, whom they reſpected as the proge- 
nitor of their princes. They were all of 
royal blood their number was not limited, 
« but commonly amounted,” ſays the hiſ- 
torian, to more chan fifteen hundred.” 


Theſe 
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Theſe ingenious maidens employed 
themſelves in working afſidouſly for their 


nominal huſband, the Sun; and, as he had 
no immediate occaſion for the ſplendid veſt- 
ments they faſhioned for him, it was their 
cuſtom to preſent his natural heir, tlie 


reigning Inca, with the rich -and elegant 
productions of their manual labour. It is 
remarkable, that cheſe ſequeſtered virgins 


were liable to that inhuman puniſhmeat 
which was inflicted on the frail veſtals of 
Rome; and, towards the perſon - who ſe- 
duced them from their vows of chaſtiry, the 


Peruvian law was ſtill more ſevere than the 


Roman; it not only took che life of the 
daring offender himſelf, but extended to all 


the unfortunate beings to whom he was re- 
lated : all his poſſeſſions were to be laid 
deſolate, that the earth might retain ho 


traces of a wretch, who had impioully- vio- 


lated a hallowed ſpoule of the Sun. 
But whether the maids of Peru were 
purer in conſtitution than the Roman veſ- 


: dals, or whether the Peruvian heroes had 


1 not, 
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not, like thoſe of Rome, that audacity of 
character, which delights to plunge into the 
deepeſt guilt, we are aſſured that Cuſco was 

not inured, like Rome, to the horrid ſpec- 
tacle of burying frail virgins alive. —© Such 
et was the law,” ſays the hiſtorian of Peru, 
et but the execution of it was never ſeen, 
te becauſe no perſon was ever found to have 
cc offended againſt it.“ 

The horror and indignation with which 
hbe Peruvians regarded thoſe Spaniſh ruf- 
fians who. profaned this virgin ſanctuary, 
are happily expreſſed in thoſe ſpirited verſes 
of Dr. Warton, intitled, The Dying Indian,— 

The warrior thus exults at his death, in the 
idea of having avenged che injured maidens 

of his country. 
r 0 my ſon, 

| I feel the venom buſy in my breaſt. — 
Approach] and bring my crown, deck'd with 
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the teeth 
Of that bold Chriſtian, who firſt dar'd de- 
oder | : 2 
The Virgins of the Sun.: 1 


I mark'd 
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I mark'd the ſpot where they interr'd this trai- : 


vor 9 
And once at midni 8b flole Ito his tomb, 
And tore his carcaſe from the earth, and left it 
A prey to poiſonous flies. Preſerve this crawn 


With ſacred ſecrecy *. 


The community of holy virgins had ſub- 
ſiſted for ſome centuries in Peru, before 
that unfortunate empire became the victim 
of Spaniſh avarice, hypocriſy, and oppreſ- 


ſion: yet thoſe hiſtorical ſceptics, who de- 


light to ſtart a doubt on the exiſtence of 
diſtant virtue, might intimate, with ſome 


| plauſibility, that this numerous community 
of nominal virgins never contained, perhaps, 


a ſingle genuine Old Maid. They might 


ſay, that as the reigning Inca had the privi- 


lege of viſiting theſe ſequeſtered ladies (as 


he was the acknowledged repreſentatiye of 


that radiant luminary to whom they all pro- 


feſſed a connubial e every virgin- 


* Dodſley's Poems, vol. iv. p. 206. 3 
* . wife 


e 
DU; 
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wife of the Sun would be eager to conſum- 
mate her marriage, by receiving the careſſes 
of his imperial proxy. 

But to invalidate ſuch a ſceptical objec- 
tion againſt the perpetual virginity of the 
Peruvian nuns, it may be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that, beſides the fifteen hundred vir- 
gins who were confined in Cuſco, there 
were many houſes of retirement in different 
provinces of the empire, where the moſt 
lovely damſels were ſequeſtered, as the 
wives or concubines of the reigning Inca. 
And ſuch was the religious veneration 
which the fair Peruvians entertained for 
their prince, that, if we may believe their 

| hiſtorian, every beautiful virgin conſidered 
It as the height of felicity, to be made a 
captive during life, for the mere chance of [| 
c contributing to the pleaſures of her royal Z 
maſter. * 
1 courteous Garcilaſo is ſo ſolicitous 5 
to vindicate the chaſtity of the fair Peru- 
vians, that he informs us, there were other 
ladies, who did not live in a ſtate of ſeclu- 
ſion 


* ITO 
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ſion from ſociety, yet were bound by vows 
of perpetual virginity, which they moſt 
faithfully obſerved, He aſſures us, that he 
was perſonally acquainted with a moſt re- 
ſpectable old lady of this claſs, who was both 
a friend and a relation of the princeſs his 
mother. Whoever conſiders this honourable 
teſtimony in their favour, will readily, I 
truſt, admit that primitive Old Maids ex- 
iſted in the weſtern world, before it was 


_ enlightened by its European invaders. 


I cannot quit this part of my ſubject 
without paying a juſt compliment to that 
immortal, though fictitious, maiden of Peru, 
the Zilio of Madame de Graffigny.—W ho- 
ever wiſhes to be more acquainted with the 


Virgins of the Sun, may find both informa- 
tion and delight in the Peruvian Letters; 


a work that, for delicacy of ſentiment, 


and vivacity of deſcription, is inferior, per- 
- haps, to no performance which the literary 


world has received from the tender and 
lively imagination of woman, 
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HA. VII. 


On the Reverence paid to Old Maids by our 
Northern Anceſtors. 


F all people on the globe, thoſe to 
whom the ſiſterhood of Old Maids 
have been moſt indebted, are undoubtedly 
our brave progenitors of the North. The 
manly and generous Goths have acquired = 


degree of glory, 


« Above all Greek, above all Roman be,” 


by paying the moſt tender deference to the 
fair ſex, and by ſetting the higheſt value on 
the virtue of chaſtity. According to the 
religious creed of theſe gallant tribes, the 
virgin who died chaſte, like the warrior 
who fell in battle, was immediately admit- 
ted, with diſtinguiſhed honour, into their 
| Valhalla, 
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Valhalla, or Palace of the Dead *. Among 
the Goddeſſes enumerated in that amuſing 


collection of Gothic Fables, the Edda, 


we find the two virgins Fylla and Gefione. 
The office of the latter was to preſide over 


maidens after their death. The Hall of 


Odin, and the Paradiſe of Mahomet, bear 
a ſtriking reſemblance to each other. The 
beatitude which departed warriors were ſup- 
poſed to enjoy in theſe two regions of eter- 
nal delight, appears to have conſiſted chiefly 
in being attended by virgins ; and the learn- 
ed Keyſler ſuppoſes, that Mahomet was in- 
debted to the ancient Scythians for this al- 
luring 1 


In ejus (F * 1 etiam veniebant e ſequiore 


ſexu, quæ virgines obiiflent. 
. Keyſler, * Septent. pag. 180. 


+ Mahomed enim hit novi lige parte eflinxit et 


pollicitus eſt aſſeclis; ſed quod in vicinis gentibus, 


Scytharum progenie, et Turcis imprimis forte vide- 


bat ſuis arriderc, id in novam, quam adornabat, reli- 
gionem tranſtulit. . ä Ibid. . Pag. 152. 
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The Gothic maid, who perſevered in her 


chaſtity, had indeed a peculiar claim to diſ- 


tinction in the regions of the dead, ſince, ac- 
cording to the popular creed of her country, 
ſhe was expoſcd, when living, to trials of the 


moſt extraordinary and tremendous nature, 
ariſing from the influence of Runic ſpells. 
In the ſingular little poem, in which Odin 
enumerates his own magical powers, he de- 
clares, that « he is poſſeſſed of an incanta- 
< tion, by which he can change the mind of 


* any coy maiden, and bend her entirely to 
« his wiſhes *.”—< And long after the age 


< of Odin,” fays Bartholine, it was be- 


< lieved, that by a certain Runic compoſi- 


< tion, the mind of any damſel, however 
de averſe to love, might be rendered pliant 


© to the entreaties of her admirer—but if 


© the lover, who attempted to form this 
* amorous ſpell, made any miſtake, even in 


< tracing a ſingle letter of the charm, in- 


ſtead of inſpiring his fair one with love, 


* Bartholin. Antiq. Dan. p. 658. 


& he 
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a 


« he deprived her of health, and loaded her 
« with ſuch bodily infirmities, as could be 
« cured only by a more ſkilful maſter of 
« this intereſting magic, who might diſco- 
« yer the errors of the imperfect ſpell, and 
« remove the evil it produced by a new in- 
ce cantation.“ 

To confirm his account of this popular 
opinion, my author has quoted a little ſtory, 
which ſhews what a ſevere misfortune it 
was to a Gothic lady to be beloved by a 
blockhead. 

The ſum of the ſtory is this: — Helga, 
the daughter of Thorfin, was reduced to 
great infirmity, both of body and mind, by 
one of theſe amorous Runic ſpells, imper- 
fectly written by a bold but ignorant ruſtic, 
who had firſt vainly ſought her in marriage, 
and afterwards as vainly courted her to an 
illicit connection. The ſource of the lady's 
malady was detected, and ſhe was reſtored 


to health by the ſuperior magical talents of 


Egill the poet. wy 
If the heroes of the N orth, endued a8 
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they were with great bodily ſtrength; poſ- 
ſeſſed alſo this magic influence over the 
minds of the fair ſex, they certainly deſerve 
our eſteem for having uſed their double 
powers with admirable moderation and ge- 
neroſity. The Goths, in particular, were 
not only attentive to female honour, in re- 
ſpect to the women of their own nation; but 
they paid the higheſt regard to the chaſtity 
of their fair captives, in the moſt licentious 
hours of victory and plunder. When the 
Gothic king Totila made himſelf maſter of 
Rome, he exerted ſo much care in preſerv- 
ing the women from violation, that, accord- 
ing to the hiſtorian Procopius, © not a ſingle 
« virgin, or matron; or 3 was diſho- 


« noured “.“ 
Before that event, an Italian, named Ca- 

laber, had complained to the Gothic mo- 

narch, that his daughter had been raviſhed 


* Ita ut non virginis, non matrisfamilias, non vis 
du ullius corpori illuſum fit: unde magna illi mo- 
deſtiæ fama.—Procopii, lib. iii. . —Grotil Hiſt, Goth. 


P- 350. 
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by a powerful chieftain of his army. The 
magnanimous ſovereign doomed the of- 
fender to death, although the Gothic nobles 
interceded for him, on account of his mili- 
taty talents : Totila replied to their inter- 
ceſſion in a ſpeech truly royal: — the nobles 
* acquieſced in the juſtice of their king: the 
” diſtinguiſhed raviſher ſuffered death for his 
offence, and his property was given to the 
maiden whom he had injured “. 

A tender veneration for the fair ſex was a 
characteriſtic of the northern barbarians, to 
which Cæſar and Tacitus have borne a more 
early and a very honourable teſtimony. 
The latter has preſerved the names of two 
Northern Old Maids, who appear to have 
been idolized by their gallant countrymen 
for their prophetical ſagacity. The moſt 
eminent of theſe was Veleda, a virgin who 


* Perſuaſi dictis Gothi pro ſatellite haud ultra 
deprecabantur; ſed regem ſinebant de eo quod vellet 
agere. Is haud multd. poſt homini vitam ademit. 


Pecunias, quæcunque ejus fuerant, ſtuprum paſſe 
dedit, Grotu Hiſt. Goth, p. 324- 


had 
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had extenſive authority over that warlike 


tribe the Bructeri, according to the cuſ- 
tom of the Germans, ſays Tacitus, which 


led them to worſhip their prophetic fe- 
males as goddeſſes. Veleda maintained 
her dignity with all the circumſpection 
that is proper for a maiden of a charac- 
ter ſo important. She reſided in a lofty 
tower, and admitted not to. her preſence the 
Roman emiffaries who wiſhed to converſe 
with her *: yet, ſharing the misfortunes of 
her brave countrymen, this chaſte pro- 
pheteſs fell a victim to Roman tyranny, and 
is ſuppoſed to have been a captive in Rome 

during the reign of Veſpaſian. She had, 
however, a virgin ſucceſſor in her religious 
office, whoſe name was Ganna; and from 
this circumſtance Mr. Pellontier, in his 
elaborate hiſtory of the Celts, has ſuppoſed, 
with great probability, that in the German 


Sed coram adire, alloquique Veledam, negatum: 
Areebantur aſpectu, quo venerationis plus ineſſet. 

Tacitus, Hiſt. lib. iv. 

tribe 
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tribe of the Bructeri there was a regular 
ſucceſſion of prophetical Old Maids * 

The active valour, and the ti 
gallantry, which the manly barbarians of the 
North diſcovered, even in their rudeſt ſtate, 
produced, in proceſs of time, that ſingular 
and gorgeous monument of Gothic genius, 
the inſtitution of Chivalry, an inſtitution 
ſuperior, in ſome points of view, to every 
thing that we find in the antiquities of 
Greece and Rome; an inſtitution peculiarly 
intereſting to the ſiſterhood of Old Maids, 
as one of its capital objects was the preſer- 
vation of virginity !. 

A literary prelate of our church has at- 
tempted, in a ſeries of letters, to elucidate 


this noble inſtitution, and to vindicate the 


glory of the Gothic character: but he has 
unluckily made two remarks, which would 
greatly debaſe the very character that he 
wiſhes to exalt, if they were not, like many of 
his critical opinions, entirely devoid of all ſo- 


* Hiſtoire des Celtes, livre iv. chap. 18. ü 
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lid foundation. As theſe two remarks relate 
to virgins, and their chaſte Gothic admirers 
and defenders, I ſhall dwell a little on both. 


The learned biſhop aſſerts, that the Grecian 


hero, or demi-god, and the Gothic knight, 
were characters completely ſimilar, or, to 


uſe his own words, that « the Grecian Bac- 
« chus and Hercules were the exact counler- 


te parts of Sir Launcelot and Amadis de 
« Gaule*,” He quotes, indeed, the great 
authority of Spenſer for this compariſon; 
but a ſlight reſemblance in valour and con- 
queſt was ſufficient for the purpoſe of the 
poet. The critic, attempting to aggrandize 


the Gothic name, ought, inſtead of adopt- 


ing this poetical ſimilitude, to have ſhewn 
how the Grecian differed from the more 
noble and more virtuous Goth. In the great 


point of generous chaſtity, the difference 


was extreme. In the Greek poem, that re- 
cords the adventures of Bacchus, one of his 
principal exploits is that of violating a 


® Hurl's Letters on Chivalry, Letter iv. 3 
ſleeping 
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Z ſleeping nympth * ; and the incontinence of 


Hercules was ſo notorious, that (not to men- 
tion his robbing an Amazonian princeſs of 
her girdle) he is ſaid by Herodotus to have 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a very groſs adven- 
ture in Scythiaf. If the Gothic heroes, 
Sir Launcelot and Amadis, could ſtart into 
life, what puniſhment would they think ſe- 
vere enough for a critic, who had raſhly da- 
red to call them the exa# counterparts of 
theſe Grecian raviſhers. In fact, no com- 


' pariſon can be more injurious; for in the 
Heroic ages, the Grecian hero appears to have 


taken the moſt unwarrantable hberties with 


every virgin that fell into his power; and 


the Gothic knight, on the contrary, not only 
defended the purity of every maid in diſtreſs, 


but was often bound by the moſt ſolemn 
-vaths to remain a virgin himſelf. —The ſe- 


cond remark. of the learned biſhop is equally 
injurious to the pure and liberal heroes of 


the Gothic or feudal ages: for it ſuppoſes 


* Nonni Dionyſ. lib, Ali. + Herodot. lib. iv. | 
G 2 A that 
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ec that ſeudal gallantry was the offspring of the 
te privilege, which the ladies then poſſeſſed, 
ce of feudal ſucceſſion * *; or, in other words, 
that the Gothic knights idolized the fair for 
their rank and riches, and not for their beauty 
and their virtue, We can beheve, indeed, 
that ſuch ideas might influence the courtly 


manners of a prieſt in the eighteenth century; 


but a very ſlight acquaintance with hiſtory 
and romance is ſufficient to convince us, that 
ſuch ideas were never harboured by any 
true knight, in the pureſt ages of chivalry. 

How far the virtue of the ladies was 
more reſpected than their rank, by the gal- 
lant gentry of this period, we have a ſtrik- 


ing example in an anecdote related by that 


indefatigable ſearcher into the records of 
chivalry, Mr. de Sainte Palaye. 

This curious author informs us, © that 
te the Chevalier de la Tour, in his inſtruc- 
« tions addreſſed ro his daughters, about 
te the year 1373, mentions a knight of his 
© time, who, in paſſing near the caſtles in- 


* 


* Letters on Chivalry. 
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« habited by ladies, affixed a mark of in- 
« famy to the manſion of thoſe, who were 
« not worthy to receive loyal knights pur- 
« ſuing honour and virtue. He beſtowed, 
« at the ſame time, a juſt encomium on 
« thoſe whoſe merits entitled them to pub- 
te lic eſteem *.“ 

That inſinuating Platonic love, which 
mingled itſelf with the manners of chivalry, 
has often, perhaps, undermined the chaſtity 
of a reſolute virgin. It would be a curious 


ſpeculation to conſider how far this refined 


paſſion has proved a treacherous deſtroyer 
of Old Maids, and to trace its prevalence 
or decline in different ages; but, as I fear it 
might lead me to ſwell this little work into 
a formidable ſize, I ſhall content myſelf 
with pointing out the ſubject as worthy the 
reſearches of my philoſophical brethren ; 
and only remark, that this chaſte yet dan- 


gerous affection was highly faſhionable at 


the court of England in the year 1634, as 


* Memoires ſur l' Ancienne Chevalerie, tom. i. 
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we learn from one of Howell's familiar let- 
ters *; and that it is ridiculed with much 
lively ſpirit in a play of Sir William Dave- 
nant's, called the Platonic Lovers, repre- 
ſented in 1636. 

Let us return to the ages of chivalry.— 
Notwithſtanding the prevalence of this pe- 
rilous Platonic love in thoſe ages, the ſpirit 
of the times gave ſuch fidelity, as well as 
vigour, to all the generous affections, that I 
am perſuaded many a lovely damſel of that 
period became a perfect Old Maid, from a 
faithful attachment to the' memory of her 
gallant deceaſed admirer. I conſider the 
tender Meleſinda, Counteſs of Tripoli, in 
Paleſtine, as a moſt reſpectable Old Maid 
of this claſs. The romantic Troubadour 


Geoffrey Rudel became enamoured of her 


beauty by the mere report of her charms. He 
croſſed the ſea to throw himſelf at her feet. 
Ilineſs ſeized him on the voyage, and when 
they carried him aſhore, he was ſuppoſed 
to be dead, The ſingular paſſion of the 


Vol. i. page 259. 
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knight touched the tender ſoul of the 


Counteſs. She haſtened to viſit this gal- 
lant victim of love. He ſtill breathed 
received her compaſſionate embraces, and 
expired with expreſſions of delight on the 
felicity of dying in her arms. 'The Coun- 
teſs honoured his remains with a magnifi- 
cent funeral, and retired to lament him, 
during her lite, in the chaſte ſolitude of the 


cloiſter *. | 


Strange as it may ſound, the virginity of 
woman will be often found to have derived 
its firmeſt ſupport from the gallantry of 


man; a paradox ſufficiently explained by 


the preceding ſtory. | | 

As the Greets were utterly unacquainted 
with the ſpirit of gallantry, according to 
the confeſſion of their learned hiſtorian 


Mr. Mitford F, this may be one among 


other reaſons to account for the extreme 
ſcarcity of elderly virgins in Greece. For 
our ſuperior politeneſs, and that happy mix- 


Hiſtoire des Troubadours, tom. i. p. 89. 


+ Hiſtory of Greece, p. 122. A 
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ture of frankneſs and delicacy in our man- 
ners towards women, by which the modern 
world 1s exalted above the ancient, we are 
certainly indebted to our noble anceſtors of 
the North, who exhibited, in the earlieſt 
period of their hiſtory, the moſt generous 
attention to female honour in - general, 
and a particular veneration for their intelli- 
gent Old Maids, 


IND OF THE FIFTH BOOK, 


1 
2 


8 


OLD MAIDYS. 


B-O OR VE 


CONTAINING MISCELLANEOUS MATTER, 


CHAT 1 


On certain Paſſages in Engliſh Poets concern- 
ing Virginity.,-On the medical Influence 
aſcribed to it. —On various VERS ſup- 
poſed to aſcertain it, &c, 


AVING examined at 1 in a 
former part of this Eſſay, the many 
brilliant compliments which the fathers of 
the church have paid to virginity, I ſhall 
now conſider the terms in which the great- 
eſt poets of our country have ſpoken of 
this delicate and intereſting ſubject. As en- 
thuſiaſm is the eſſential quality both of 
ſaints and poets, we might from hence con- 
jecture, that the e Old Maid would 
be 
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be treated with equal reverence by both ; 
but alas! the poetical enthuſiaſt is ſubject 
to a certain gay and wanton levity of ſpirit, 
which tempts him now and then to fail in 
the reſpect that we all owe to the ſiſterhood. 
This remark is particularly applicable to 
Chaucer and Shakeſpeare, I am happy, 
however, in being able to add, for the ho- 
nour of the Engliſh muſe, that two poets, 
of equal eminence, have treated virginity 
with all the modeſt and tender veneration 
which we have feen it receiving from ſo 
many eloquent ſaints. It will, I truſt, 
be amuſing to compare the language of 
theſe four illuſtrious bards on our favourite 
ſubject. — Let us begin with Chaucer. 
Though he flouriſhed at a time when the 
convent” and chivalry, thoſe two profeſt 
guardians of maiden purity, were in faſhion, 
he does not ſeem to have entertained any 
very high reverence for a perpetual virgin; 
at leaſt we find him treating that character 
with much ſarcaſtic jocularity, in the long 
and 
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and lively prologue with which his Wife of 
Bath introduces her tale. The following 


lines ſeem to indicate that the poet himſelt 
poſſeſſed a ſpirit as amorous as that of the 


buxom lady, in whoſe character he is ſpeak- 


me 


What re&keth me, though folk ſay vilanis 
Of brewed Lamech, and his bigamie ; 
I wot wel Abraham was an holy man, 
And Jacob eke, as fer as ever I can, 
And eche of hem had wives mo than two, 
And many another holy man alſo. 
Wher can ye ſeen, in any maner age, 


That highe God deſended mariage 


By expreſſe word? I pray you telleth me, 


Or ober commanded be vir ginitee ? 


T wot, as wel as ye, it is no drede, 


_ The Apoſtle, whan he fpake of maidenhede, 


He ſaid, that precept theresf bad he non; 


Men may conſeille a woman to ben on, 


But conſeilling is no commandement ; 


He put it in our owen jugement. 
For 
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For hadde God commanded Maidenhede, 
Than had he dampned Wedding out of drede ; 
is And certes, if ther were no ſede yſowe, 
Virginitee than whereof ſhuld it growe ? 


Tyrwhutt's Chaucer, vol. i. p. 224. 
It is remarkable, that the argument again 
virginity, contained in the laſt couplet, ap- 
pears alſo in a Greek epigram by Paulus 
Silentiarius, an author of the ſixth century, 
who has deſcribed the church of Sancta So- 
phia at Conſtantinople in a very ſingular 
poem, and who lays, in the epigram to 
which I allude, 
Virginity is wealth : bar if by all 3 
This wealth were boarded, life itſelf ma 3 
fall *. 1 
Let me obſerve, for the credit of Chaucer, 
* Kaaz r rap hen XEVAYALE. rap hein Je, 3 
| | 5 Tor Bier Whioev a, va OvacTlopuen. . 
Anthologia Lubini, 3to. page 43. 
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that he appears deſirous of atoning for the 


freedom with which he had treated virgins of 


every claſs, by his verſes on that marvellous 
holy maid St. Cæcilia; a compoſition in 
which he engaged, if we may believe the 
following introduction to it, to preſerve 
himſelf from the perils of licentious indo- 
lence: 


And for to put us from fwiche idelneſſe, 


That cauſe is of ſo gret confuſion, 
[ have here don my feithful befineſſe, 


After the Legende, in tranſlation 


Right of thy glorious lif and paſſion, 


Thou, with thy r wrought of roſe ot 
lilie, 
Thee mene I, maid and martir, Seinte an 


Tyrwhitt 8 Chaucer, vol. itt. p. 65. 


But if Chaucer appears to have failed 
now and then, in his veneration towards the 
ſiſterhood, his tranſgreſſions againſt the 
chaſte community are very trivial, when 


compared with thoſe of Shakeſpeare. The 
Old 
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Old Maid may applaud herſelf for poſſeſ. 
fing a charitable ſpirit, if ſhe perfectly for- 
gives this ſaucy prince of dramatic poets 
for the tollowing paſſage in his comedy of 
« All's well that Ends Well.” 

It is not politic in the commonwealth 
of nature to preſerve virginity. Loſs 
* of virginity is rational increaſe; and 
there was never virgin got, fill virginity 
ce was firſt loſt. That you were made of, 
ce js metal to make virgins. Virginity, by 
ce being once loſt, may be ten times found; 
« by being ever kept, is ever loſt: tis too 
te cold a companion; away with it | There's 
ce little can be ſaid in't, tis againſt the rule 
c of nature. To ſpeak on the part of vir- 
« pinity, is to accuſe your mothers ; which 
ce is moſt infallible diſobedience. He that 
« hangs himſelf is a virgin; virginity mur- 
« ders itſelf; and ſhould be buried in high- 
ce ways, out of all ſanctified limit, as a del- 
te perate offendreſs againſt nature. Virgi- 
e nity breeds mites, much like a cheeſe ; 


* conſumes itſelf to the very paring, and fo 
« dies 
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« dies with feeding its own ſtomach. Be- 
« ſides, virginity is peeviſh, proud, idle, 
« made of ſelf-love, which is the moſt in- 
« hibited ſin in the canon. Keep it not, 
« you cannot chuſe but loſe by't: out 


« with't! Within ten years it will make it- 
e ſelf two, which is a goodly increaſe, and 


« the principal itſelf not much the worſe 
« away with't!—'Tis a commodity will loſe 
« the gloſs with lying; the longer kept, the 


cc Jeſs worth: — off with't while *tis vendible ! 


« anſwer the time of requeſt, Virginity, 
© like an old courtier, wears her cap out of 


« faſhion ; richly ſuited, but unſuitable: 
« juſt like the brooch and the toothpick, 


« which wear not now. Your date is better 
« in your pye and your porridge than in 
« your cheek : and your virginity, your 
ce old virginity, is like one of our French 
« withered pears: it looks: ill: it eats 


_« dryly :—marry, tis a wither'd pear: ar 


was formerly better: marry, yet tis a 
© wither'd pear *.“ 


* AlPs Well that Ends Well, AQ I. Scene . 
Let 
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Let us obſerve, as an apology for our in- 
mitable poet, that he has given us the pre- 
ceding farcaſms againſt the ſiſterhood as the 
language of a poltroon. 

Since the perſonal hiſtory of Shakeſpeare, 
dark as it is, muſt be ſtill peculiarly inter- 
eſting to every Engliſh reader, let me ha- 
zard a few conjectures concerning it, that 
were ſuggeſted by the paſſage I have 
quoted. 5 
Mr. Malone, in his very ingenious and 
amuſing attempt to aſcertain the order in 
which the plays of Shakeſpeare were writ- 
ten, has allotted the comedy of ©« All's 
Well that Ends Well” to the year 1598. 
I was at firſt inclined to ſuppoſe, that this 
elegant and accurate commentator was miſ- 
taken in this article, from an idea, that 
Shakeſpeare could not have written ſuch 
an invective againſt old virginity in the 
reign of Elizabeth, who prided herſelf on 
being the queen of Old Maids. But, re- 
flection has led me into a conjecture, which, 


fanciful as it may ſeem to others, to me ap- 
pears 
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3 pears to confirm the date afſigned by Mr. 
Malone to this comedy; and to give alſo 
additional ſpirit to the paſſage, as directly 
pointed againſt the queen herſelf, from an 
honeſt indignation of the poet in behalf of 
his great friend and patron the liberal earl 
of Southampton. Mr. Malone, in ſpeaking. 
of this 'nobleman, has obſerved, © that he 

« attended lord Eſſex on the expedition to 

Cadiz, in 1597, as a volunteer, and after- 

& «wards to Ireland as general of the horſe, 

E from which employment he was diſmiſſed 

« by the peremptory orders of Queen Eli- 

« zabeth, who was offended with him for 

« having preſumed to marry Miſs Eliza- 

« beth Vernon [in 1596] without her ma- 

« jeſty's conſent.” 

Now it appears to me highly probable, 
that when his patron was thus injuriouſſy 
treated by the antiquated maiden queen, 
merely for marrying a lovely young woman, 
| it appears, I ſay, highly probable, that 
{ Shakeſpeare might at this juncture point all 
his wit, with a generous acrimony, againſt 
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that old virginity, which, equivocal as it 
was, his tyrannical ſovereign conſidered as 
the higheſt of her titles. In the following 
year (1599) when Eſſex was in confine- 
ment, Lord Southampton and Lord Rut- 
land (as we learn from a letter of that pe- 
riod) © came not to the court [at Non- 
ce ſuch]̃ but paſſed their tyme in London, 
« merely in going to plaies every day. It 
the comedy in queſtion made a part of their 
entertainment, as it probably did, they 
muſt have enjoyed, with peculiar reliſh, this 
ſpirited caricatura of old virginity, as high- 
ly applicable to that malevolent, affected 
Old Virgin, who had fo recently l 
their anger and deriſion. 

This conjecture may at firſt appear in- 
conſiſtent with the tradition, that Shake- 
ſpeare wrote The Merry Wives of Windſor 
in the year 1601, at the requeſt of Eliza- 
beth ; yet it is poſſible, that her majeſty 
might enjoin our poet to exhibit a carica- 


* Rowland Whyte's Letter to Sir Robert Sidney. 
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tura of love, in the perſon of Falſtaff, to 
atone for the ſatirical freedom with which 
he had delineated old virginity in the ſpeech 
of Parolles. We muſt at the ſame time con- 
feſs, that this imperious Old Maid would 
have probably corrected the dramatiſt in a 
manner much more ſevere, had ſhe ever 
ſuſpected him of pointing his ſatire againſt 
her own princely perſon; although ſhe 
owed him much indulgence for the ſublime 
compliment which he had formerly paid 
her, | 


« As a fair Veſtal throned by the Weſt *.“ 


But it is time to quit our uncertain 
conjectures on this inimitable ſovereign of 
the drama, to ſpeak with more certainty of 
a poet, who has treated the ſiſterhood 
with ſuperior courteſy. I mean the gentle 
Spenfer; who has not only celebrated the 
virginity of his queen, in the Introduction 
to his Legend of Chaſtitie f, but in his cha- 


* See Midſummer-Night's Dream, 
+ See the third Book of the Faerie Queene. 
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racter of Belphœbe has given us the fol- 
lowing beautiful deſcription of this female 
perfection. 


That daintie roſe, the daughter of her morne, 
More deare than life ſhe tendered, whoſe 
flowre | 
The girlond of her honour did adorne ; 
Ne ſuffred ſhe the midaaye's ſcorching 
powre, 
Ne the ſharp northerne wind thereon 10 
; ſhowre ; 
But lapped up her filken leaves moſt chaire, 
hen jo the froward ſcye began to lowre : 
But ſoone as calmed was the chriſtall aire, 
She did it faire diſpred, and let to floriſh faire. 


Eternall God, in his almighty powre, 

To make enſample of his heavenly grace, 

In Paradiſe whilome did plant this flowre ; 

Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 

And did in ftocke of earthly fleſh enrace, 

That mortall men ber glory ſhould admire : 

In gentle ladies breſte, and bounteous race 

Of womankind, it faireſt flowre doth ſpire, 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chaſt defire. 

F. ala 
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ing beames 

Adorne the world with like to heavenly li obs, 

And to your willes both royalties and 

reames | 

Subdew, through conqueſt of your wondrous 
might |! 

With this faire flowre your goodly ag 
dight, 

Of chaſtitie and vertue vir ginall, 

That ſhall embelliſh more your beautie bright, 

And crowne your heades with heavenly co- 
ronall, 

Ouch as the angels weare before Gods tri- 

bunall, 


To your faire ſelves a faire enſample frame 
Of this faire virgin, this Belphabe faire, 

To whom, in perfect love and ſpotleſſe fame 
Of chaſtitie, none living may compaire : 


Ne poyſnous envy juſtly can empaire 
The prayſe of her fre flowring mayden- 
| head ; 
 Por-thy ſbe ſtandeth on the higheſt faire 
H 3 Of 


— — 


E P 8 n — — — — 
2 a a . 2 . 5 2 avs x wo "2 1" 3 1 n wr — 1 * — 
, — 0 2 
""* - _w 1 * — r * — — 3 - — 4 
- — , C 2 — ; "YE —— — — — — * - _ 0 
. N * - — — — — — — — 2 0 


= Y — 228 — - 4 * - B33 Hr" 2 
— 2 2 GAA 13 > 7 I ** £ 7 a — of ” — 
. a 
! * — A 


182 ESSAY ON 


Of th* honourable ſtuge of womanbead, 
That ladies all may follow her enſample dead. 


'T o theſe lines of Spenſer I am tempted 

to add another portrait of virginity, by his 

neglected but ſpirited diſciple Phineas 

Fletcher, who was once called the Spenſer 

of his age. In his allegorical poem, intitled 

« The Purple Iſland,“ after giving a de- 

ſcription of Agnia, or Chaſtitie in the Mar- 

ried, to uſe the words of his own illuſtration, 
he proceeds thus : 


With. her, ber ſiſter went, a warlike maid, 

+ Parthenia, all in ſgcel and gilded arms; 
In needle's ftead a mighty ſpear ſhe fway'd, 

With which in bloody fields, and fierce 

alarms, 

The Boldeſt champion ſhe down would bear, 

Aud like a thunderbolt wide paſſage tear, 
Flinging ail to the earth with her enchantcd 


Hear. 


* Faerie Queen, book ili. Canto v. 
+ Chaftitic in the Single. 


Her goodly armour ſeem'd a garden green, 

Where thouſand ſpotleſſe lilies freſhly blew ; 

And on her ſhield the lone bird might be ſeen, 

Th' Arabian bird, ſhining in colours new z 

Leif unto itſelf was onely mate, 

Ever the ſame, but new in newer date, 
And underneath was writ, Such is chaſte 

ſingle ſtate . 


Aſter a long deſcription of this heroine, 
the poet concludes her character in the fol- 
lowing ſtanza : 


A thouſand knights weo'd ber with buſt 
3 . 
To thouſand ſbe her virgin grant denied; 
Although, ber dear-ſought love to entertain, 
They all their wit and all their ftrength 
apphed : ; 
F Yet in ber heart Love cloſe bis ſcepter ſway'd, 
Pa, to an heavenly ſpouſe ber thoughts 
ü Betraid, Sn | 
i here ſhe a maiden wife might live, and 
wifely maid. 
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But of all the poetical compliments that 
virginity has received, none, I think, are ſo 
truly beautiful and ſublime, as thoſe which 
have proceeded from the chaſte enthuſiaſm 
of Milton. Let the reader judge from the 
following paſſages of Comus.—The elder 
brother, in ſpeaking of his loſt ſiſter, 
\ ſays, | 


She has a hidden ſtrengtb, 
Which if Heaven gave, it may be term'd her 
o 
Jig Chaſtity, my brother, Chaſtity : 
She that has that is clad in complete ſteel, 
And, like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen, 
May trace huge foreſts and unharbour'd heaths, 
tnfamous hills, and ſandy perilous wilds, 
Where, through the ſacred rays of Chaſtity, 
No ſavage fierce, bandite, or mountaneer, 
Wil dare to ſoil ber virgin purity : 
Yea there, where very deſolation dwells, 
By grots, and caverns ſbaggd with horrid 
Jhaaes, 
| - She 
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She may paſs on, with unblench'd majeſty, 

Be it not done in pride or in preſumption.— 
Some ſay, no evil thing that walks by night 

In fog, or fire, by lake, or mooriſh fen, 

Blue meager hag, or ſtubborn unlaid ghoſt, 
That breaks his magic chains at curfen time; 
No goblin, or fwart faery of the mine, 

Hath hurtful pow'r oer true virginity, — 
Do ye believe me yet, or ſhall I call 

Antiquity from the old ſchools of Greece 

To teſtify the arms of Chaſtity ? 

Hence had the huntreſs Dian her dread bow, 


Fair. ſilver-Mpafted queen, for ever chaſte, 


Wherewith ſhe tam d the brinded lioneſs 


And ſpotted mountain pard, but ſet at nought 


The frivolous bolt of Cupid ; Gods and men 

Fear'd her ſtern frown, and ſhe was queen 0 
th* woods. 

What was that ſnaky-headed Gorgon ſhield 


That wiſe Mingrva wore, unconguer'd virgin, 


Wherewith ſhe freez'd her foes to congeal'd 
ſtone, 


But rigid looks of chaſte auſterity, 
Aud noble grace, that daſh'd brute violence 


With 
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With ſudden adoration and blank awe ? 
So dear 10 Heaven is ſaintly Chaſtity, 
That when a ſoul is found ſincerely ſo, 
A thouſand liveried angels lacky her, 
Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt, 
And in clear dream and ſolemn vifion 

Tell her of things that no groſs ear can hear, 
TI oft converſe with heavenly habitants 
Begin to caſt a beam on th outward ſhape, 
The unpolluted temple of the mind, 

And turns it by degrees to the ſoul's eſſence, 
Till all be made immortal *. 
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Again, the lady herſelf, in her addreſs to 
Comus, vindicates, with great ſpirit, the 
dignity and power of maiden excellence. 


To him that dares 
Arm bis profane tongue with contemptuou 
- words oo 
Againſt the ſun-clad power of Chaſtity, 
| Fain would ] ſomething ſay ; yet to what end? 
Thou haſt nor ear nor ſoul to apprehend 


* Comus, ver. 415. 
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The ſublime notion and high myſtery, 
That muſt be uttered to unfold the ſage 
And ſerious doFrine of Virginity. 


While we admire the tranſcendant grace 
and energy of Milton's language, let us re- 
mark, in juſtice to an elder and admirable 
poet of our country, that moſt of the pre- 
ceding ideas, which relate to the preroga- 
tives of the genuine and confirmed virgin, 
are copied from that neglected but very 
beautiful paſtoral drama, the Faithful Shep- 
herdeſs of Fletcher. In this drama, Clorin, 
a tender and pious nymph, having bu- 
ried her lover, and being determined to 
die an Old Maid, reſides by his grave in a 
wood, and is attended by -a modeſt and 
obedient ſatyr. The cauſe of this obe- 
dience, from ſuch a creature, ſhe expreſſes 
in the following ſpeech; to which Milton 
has paid the higheſt honour, by more chan 
one imitation of 1 it. 


What greatneſs, or what private hidden power 
As there in me, to draw ſulmiſſion 
From 
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From this rude man and beaſt ?—Sure I was 
mortal, 

The daughter of a ſhepherd ; he was mortal ; 

And ſhe that bore me mortal: Prick my hand, 

And it will bleed ; a fever ſhakes me, and 

The ſelf-ſame wind that makes the young lambs 

| ſhrink . 

Makes me a- cold; my fear ſays I am mortal : 

Zet I bave heard (my mother told it me) 

And now ] do believe it, if I keep 

My virgin flower uncropt, pure, chaſte, and 

fair, 

\No goblin, wood god, fairy, elf, or fiend, 

Satyr, or other power that haunts the groves, 

Shall hurt my body, or by vain illuſion 

Draw me to wander after idle fires, 

Or voices calling me in dead of night, 

To make me follow, and ſo tole me on, 

Through mire and ſtanding pools, to find my 

ruin; 

E. Ile, why ſhould this rough thing, hs never 

knew 

Manners, nor ſmooth humanity, whoſe heats 

Are rougher than himſelf, and more miſhapen, 
Thus 
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Thus mildly kneel to me? Sure there's a power 
In that great name of virgin, that binds faſt 
All rude uncivil bloods, all appetites 
That break their confines : then, ſtrong Chaſtity, 
Be thou my ſtrongeſt guard, for here ll dwell, 
In oppoſition againſt Fate and Hells. 


We find in the fame drama, that the poet 
has ingeniouſly availed himfelf of the po- 
pular opinion concerning the medical power 
of the true maiden. His holy ſhenherdeſs, 
Clorin, ſays, in deſcribing herſelf, 


Of all green wounds 1 know the remedies, 

In men or cattle, be they ſtung with ſnakes, 

Or charm'd with powerful words of wicked art, 
Or be they love-ſick, or through too much heat 
Grown wild or lunatic, their eyes or ears 
Thicken'd with miſty film of dulling rheum ; 
Theſe I can cure, ſuch ſecret virtues lie 
In berbs, applied by a virgin's hand F. 


The falutary influence aſcribed to virgi- 
nity appears to have been very extenſive. 


* The Faithful Shepherdeſs, act i. ſc. 1. + Ibid. 
In 
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In the old poem on Sir Bevis of Southamp. 
ton, we find that noble knight preſerved 
from his enemy, the dragon, by luckily 
ſtumbling into a well of miraculous purity ! 


For ſome time dwelled in that land 
A virgin full of Chriftes ſand, 
That had been bathed in that well, 
That ever after, as men can tell, 
Might no venomous worme come therein, 
By the virtue of that virgin *. 


But the 1dea that medical powers belong 
to the true maiden, though it was cheriſhed 
by our romances of chivalry, and ſtill more 
by our monaſtic legends, did not firſt ariſe 
from modern ſuperſtition. We learn from 
a paſſage in Zhan, that ſome of the an- 
cients admitted even the apparel of a ge- 
nuvine maid among the articles of their ma- 
teria medica; nor did they ſuppoſe the effi- 
cacy of this fingular medicine confined to 


the human frame. That dreadful diſeaſe 


* Warton's Eſſay on Spenſer, page 50. vol. i. 
Es: 
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of man, which has been ſuppoſed, both in 
| England and France, to admit of no cure, 
but from the touch of the ſovereign, might 
be healed, according to the opinion of the 
ancients, by the purer hand of. virginity, 
But as theſe maidenly remedies have long 
ceaſed to be faſhionable in the medical 
world, I ſhall not ſwell theſe volumes by 
enumerating the different maladies to which 
they were applied, or the various modes of 
application. 

Cealing, thereiore, to conſider virginity 
as a noſtrum, let us proceed to remark, that 
it has ſometimes been the patient, as well 
as the inſtrument, of quacks. It is one of 
the moſt ſtriking foibles in man, that he 
will often attempt to aſcertain, by inſuffi- 
cient teſts, many doubtful points, which it 
would be much wiſer to admit entirely 
upon truſt. Hence have ariſen many fan- 
ciful and fallacious devices to prove the in- 
tegrity of a virgin. Pliny the naturaliſt 
informs us, that the ſtone Gagates of Lycia 
was uſed for this curious experiment; and 

4 Albertus 
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Albertus Magnus is ſtill more explicit in 
ſpeaking of its wonderful property *. A ſimi. 
lar power of proving the fidelity of a wife is 
aſcribed to the magnet, in the pleaſing little 
Greek poem on precious ſtones, which 
bears the name of Orpheus f. 

But the moſt ſurpriſing evidence, that 
ever bore teſtimony againſt a frail woman, 
was a bird called Porphyrio, which is ſaid 
to have had ſo delicate a ſenſe of honour, 
that it put an end to its own exiſtence, if 
its miſtreſs offended againſt the laws of 
chaſtity 4. | 

'On this ſubject we ought not to omit the 
ſerpent kept in a temple of Juno, which 
diſdained to accept any food unleſs offered 
by the pure hand of a virgin. This dainty 


* De Miner. lib. ii. De Gagate—aiunt autem 
de expertis eſſe, quod fi colatura, et ejus lotura cum 
raſura detur virgini, bibita retinebit eam, quod non 
minget; ſi autem non eſt virgo, ſtatim minget: et 
fic debet probari an aliqua fit virgo. | 

+ Ver. 319, p. 445 edit. Tyrchitt. 

˖ Athenæus, lib. ix. —Elian, lib. ili. cap. 42, 


animal 
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animal is mentioned by Zlian, and alluded 
to by the poet Propertius, who tells us, 
in elegant and pictureſque verſes, of which 
the following are an imperfect copy, 


In pale ſuſpenſe the fearful damſels gax d, 

Who to the ſerpent's mouth raſif offerings rais'd; 
From the cbaſte maid the proffer'd food he 
| takes, 

* While in ber trembling hand the baſket ſhakes®. 


E 1 n the Greek romances we find various 
| trials of virginity circumſtantially deſcribed. 
| Charicha, the heroine of Heliodorus, is 
| repreſented by that elegant and lively writer 
as paſſing with intrepid innocence through 
| a fiery ordeal, The lovely maiden, arrayed 
in a Delphic robe, with her hair diſhevelled, 

and with a countenance expreſſing religious 
| tranſport, leaps on a blazing altar, and 


| * Talia demiſe pallent ad ſacra puelle, 
| Cum temer? anguineo creditur ore manns c 
Ille fbi admotas a virgine corripit eſcas ; 
Virginis in palmis ipſa caniſtra tremunt. © 
Propertius, lib. iv. eleg. 8: 
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ſtands. akwre: amid the flames, attracting 
univerſal admiration, as more like a Divi- 
nity than a mortal *. | 

Achilles Tatius' has delineated a BEM of 
a ſimilar kind, ſtill more pictureſque. He 
tells us; that in a grove. belonging to Diana 
there was a cave of peculiar ſanctity devoted 
to Pan. Juſt within the Portal of this 
cave a miraculous pipe was ſuſpended, 
formed of thoſe reeds into which the nymph 
Syrinx was metamorphoſed, when ſhe fled 
from the wanton purſuit of the tuſtic God. 
2 A, wondrous power reſided in this pipe, 
and rendered it an, unqueſtionable teſt of 
maiden. innocence. Whenever a true vir- 
gin entered the cave, ſounds of the ſweeteſt 
| melody proceeded from this inſtrument; 

but if one who had loft her purity was raſh 
| enough. to approach it, the pipe continued 
ſilent, and, inſtead of mulic, a groan of la- 
mentation was ſent forth from the cave. 
bre, The heroine of Tatius, being 


been Ethiop, lib. x. 
accuſed 
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- accuſed of impurity, is brought to aſcertain 


either her guilt or innocence by this awful 
experiment. She is ſurrounded by ſoli- 
citous ſpectators : : her malignant accuſer, 
her anxious father, and her lover, ſuffering 
ſtill ſtronger agitation - confident, indeed, in 
the virtue of his miſtreſs, yet trembling leſt 
ſhe might ſuffer from the DONS.” of 
Pan. Thus attended, the virgin, with a 
meek and modeſt, yet intrepid dignity, de- 
ſcends into the cave. What a group for 
the pencil! New pictures ſucceed. —The 
doors of the cave now cloſe upon her, 
What a moment of univerſal anxiety ! — 
The pipe begins to ſound with peculiar 
ſweetneſs—the doors unfold, and the virgin 
aſcends to honour and to love, What a 
ſcene of triumph and ecſtacy for her father 
and her future huſband ! 


In the ſame romance we have another 


trial of virgin purity, intitled, The Trial of 


the Stygian Fountain.” The ceremonial of 


it is thus deſcribed :;—A maiden accuſed of 


impurity {wears that the accuſation is falſe. 
12 Her 
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Her oath is inſcribed on a ſmall tablet, 
and, with this ſuſpended to her neck, ſhe 
deſcends into the fountain, If ſhe has 
ſworn falſely, the water begins to ſwell, and 
riſes till, reaching her neck, it overwhelms 
the tablet; but, if ſhe is a genuine maid, 
the placid water continues below her knee, 
and the triumphant virgin, having remained 
her appointed time in the fountain, 1s led 
out of it by the applauding prieſt *. 
In the romance, which bears the name of 
the learned biſhop Euſtathius, a ſimilar 
trial occurs. That amuſing author de- 
ſcribes a temple of Diana, in which was a 
golden ſtatue of the Goddeſs bending her 
bow; at her feet flowed a murmuring 
fountain, by which the chaſte Divinity uſed 
to prove the innocence of her votaries. 
The ſuſpected virgin was conducted into 
this myſterious water with a crown of laurel 
on her head. If ſhe was really pure, the 
Goddeſs did not extend her bow, the water 


Achilles Tatius, lib. viii. 


remained 
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remained calm, and the maiden paſſed qui- 
etly through it, retaining her laurel crown 
on her head; but if (to copy the expreſſion 
of Euſtathius) the breath of Venus had ex- 
tinguiſhed her virgin lamp, Diana directed 
her bow againſt the pretended virgin, and 
ſeemed to aim at her head. The af- 
frighted culprit hid herſelf in the ſtream to 
avoid the ſhaft, and her laurel wreath was 
waſhed off by the murmuring water *. 

Incidents of this kind ſeem to belong to 
romance; yet the learned editor of Euſta- 
thius, 1n a note to this ſtory, has produced 
a ſimilar anecdote from a grave hiſtorian. 
He quotes a paſſage from an unpubliſhed 
Greek chronicle of Conſtantinople, which 
informs us, that a ſtatue of Venus in that 
city had this formidable attribute of diſco- 
vering the foibles of the fair: it aſcertained 
the purity of married women and of virgins, 
both rich and poor; but at laſt, ſays the 
chronicle, the ſiſter of Juſtin's wife de- 
_ * Euſftathius de Iſmeniæ et Iſmenes Amoribus, 
lib. vüi. Ts 
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ſtroyed the ſtatue for having detected her 
frailty *. 

The only remains of theſe ſuperſtitions 
and fantaſtic trials of virginity, that have 
deſcended to our more refined and enlight- 
ened age, appear in the common jeſt of try- 


ing to rekindle by the breath an extinguiſhed 
candle. Paſquier, the learned French an- 
tiquarian, has written a chapter on this 


{portive cuſtom: he does not, indeed, at- 


tempt to diſcover its origin, but gravely 


takes occaſion from the idea to aſſert the 
deſpicable emptineſs of all animal plealure, 
and to affirm, on the authority of Tertul- 
lian, that the happineſs of woman conſiſts 
in her virginity F. 

I ſhall cloſe this miſcellaneous chapter 
by acquainting the chaſte ſiſterhood with 
many vain attempts that I have made to 
elucidate a very myſterious proverb, by 
which their whole order .is prepoſterouſly 
condemned to a very ſtrange and unworthy 


* Euſtathius Gaulnini, Notarum, p. 37. 
..+ Paſquicr, Recherches, lib. viii. chap. 22. 


deſtiny, ; 
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| deſtiny; I mean the proverb, which ſays, 
that Old Maids are doomed © to lead apes 
« in hell.“ After conſulting the pro- 
foundeſt antiquarians of our own country, 
and ſome upon the continent, I am till un- 
able to aſcertain the origin of this remark- 
able ſaying. One of my ingenious friends 
is convinced that it was invented by the 
Monks, to allure opulent females into the 
cloiſter, by teaching them, that if they did 
not become the ſpouſes either of man or 
God, they muſt expect to be united, in a 


future world, to the moſt impertinent and 
diſguſting companion. For my own part, 


I am inclined to rank an idea ſo injurious 
to my fair friends among the diſmal and 
deſpicable ſuperſtitions of Ægypt, as I find 
a paſſage in Hermes Triſmegiſtus, which 


ſays,” that thoſe who die childleſs are, im- 


mediately after their death, tormented by 


demons *. I muſt confeſs, however, that 


from the very high reſpect which the 


Egyptians entertained for the ape, the 


W Trilmegitti lib. 1x, 
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ſtroyed the ſtatue for having detected her 
frailty *. f 

The only remains of theſe een 
and fantaſtic trials of virginity, that have 
deſcended to our more refined and enlight- 
ened age, appear in the common jeſt of try- 
ing to rekindle by the breath an extinguiſhed 
candle. Paſquier, the learned French an- 
tiquarian, has written a chapter on this 
ſportive cuſtom: he does not, indeed, at- 
tempt to diſcover its origin, but gravely 
takes occaſion from the idea to aſſert the 
deſpicable emptineſs of all animal pleature, 
and to affirm, on the authority of Tertul- 
lian, that the happineſs of woman conſiſts 
in her virginity F. 

I ſhall cloſe this miſcellaneous chapter 
by acquainting the chaſte ſiſterhood with 
many vain attempts that I have made to 
elucidate a very myſterious proverb, by 
which their whole cider is prepoſterouſly 
condemned to a very ſtrange and unworthy 


* Euſtatiius Gaulmin:, Notarum, p. 37. 


+ Paſquier, Recherches, lib. vil. chap. 22. 
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that Old Maids are doomed © to lead apes 
« in | hell.” After conſulting the pro- 
foundeſt antiquarians of our own country, 
and ſome upon the continent, I am ſtill un- 
able to aſcertain the origin of this remark- 
able ſaying. One of my ingenious friends 
is convinced that it was invented by the 
Monks, to allure opulent females into the 
cloiſter, by teaching them, that if they did 
not become. the ſpouſes either of -man or 


God, they muſt expect to be united, in a 


future world, to the moſt impertinent and 
diſguſting companion. For my own part, 
Jam inclined to rank an idea ſo injurious 


to my fair friends among the diſmal and 


deſpicable ſuperſtitions of Ægypt, as I find 
a paſſage in Hermes Triſmegiſtus, which 


ſays, that thoſe who die childleſs are, im- 
mediately after their death, tormented by 
demons *. I muſt confeſs, however, that 


from the very high reſpect which the 


Kęyptians entertained for the ape, the 


* Triſmegiſti lib. ix. 


1 demons 


0 
deſtiny; I mean the proverb, which ſays, 


j 


120 EFSSATYT ON 


demons intended by Triſmegiſtus could 
hardly be of that figure. Indeed, the af- 
fectionate adoration which apes have ſome- 
times received, as we learn from the pious 
poet Prudentius *, has at times led me 
to conjecture, that the ſaying in queſtion 
might have ariſen in ſome country where 
it bore a very different meaning from 
what we annex to it at preſent ; where this 
| deſtiay of the ancient virgin was intended, 
not as the puniſhment, but the reward of 
her continence. + 
That the ape, though a wanton animal, 
was ſometimes conſidered by the Pagans as 
a ſervant to the Goddeſs of Chaſtity, we learn 
from Strabo, who tells us there was a temple 
of Diana in which apes were ſaid to dance 
on her feſtival. 
I do not recolle& to have ſeen the ex- 
preſſion of leading apes in any of our very 
early Engliſh writers. The lively Beatrice of 


* Venerem precaris, comprecare et ſimiam. 
Prudentius. 


Shakeſpeare 
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Shakeſpeare alludes more than once to this 
humiliating deſtiny of the antiquated maiden; 
| and Delia, in Shirley's comedy, called The 
School of Compliments, 1637, talks alſo 
| of being condemned to lead apes in hell, 
A living poet of our country ſeems to 
have wiſhed to make the ſiſterhood amends 
for the inſult of this injurious proverb, by 
aſſigning a place to Old Maids in his poe- 
tical elyſium. As the friend and advocate 
of the chaſte community, I tranſcribe with 
ſingular pleaſure the following verſes, in 
which their neglected merits are ſo libe- 
rally diſtinguiſhed, | 


« Turn to this chearful band, and | mark in this 
« Spirits who juſtly claim my realms of bliſs ! 
« Moſt lovely theſe ! when judg'd by generous 


ce truth, 
« Tho" beauty is not theirs, nor blooming 
« youth ; 
For theſe are they, who, in life's thorny 
„„ 


* Repin d not at the name of ancient maid. 
ce No 
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ce Mo proud diſdain, no narrowneſs of heart, 

& Held them from Hymen's tempting rites apart; 

te But fair diſcretion led them to withdraw 

« From the priz'd honour of his proffer'd law ; 

& To quit the object of no haſty choice 

* In mild ſubmiſſion to a parent's voice; 

he valued lover with a figh reſign, 

« And ſacrifice delight at duty's ſhrine. 

With ſiniles they bore, from angry Spleen 
ce exempt, 

« Injurious mockery and coarſe contempt : 

ce *T was theirs 10 claſp, each ſelfiſh care above, 

« A ſifter”s orphans with parental love, 

* Aud all her tender offices ſupply, 

« Though bound not by the ſtrong maternal tie 

&« *Twwas theirs to bid inteſtine quarrels ceaſe, 

* And form the cement of domeſtic peace: 

« Na throbbing joy their ſpotleſs boſom fir'd, 

cc Save whot Benevolence herſelf inſpir'd ; 

& No praise they ſought, except that praiſe 
© rejin'd, 

* Which the heart wwhi pers to the worthy 
* an *,” 


* Hayley's Triumphs of Temper, canto v. ver. 563. 
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Containing the Diſcuſſion of a very delicate 
| end important Queſtion, 


= S good fortune has thrown into my 
| hands a manuſcript oration on a 
topic highly intereſting to the. ſiſterhood, I 
ſhall inſert it in this chapter; and, to gra- 
tify, to the utmoſt of my power, the curio- 
ſity of my fair readers, I ſhall introduce it 
by a little hiſtory. of the incidents which 
have enabled me to enrich my work with ſo 
ſingular an embelliſhment. | 
A few years ago I had the happineſs of 
ranking among my friends a gentleman of 
the moſt amiable ſingularity. He was a 
baronet of an ancient family, and very am- 
ple poſſeſſions, in the North of England. 
His father, who had all the convivial ſpirit 
ſo prevalent in that part of our iſland, paid 
a very heavy tax for his bacchanalian en- 
joyments, 
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ce No proud d. /dain, no narrowneſs of heart, 

ce Held them from Hymen's tempting rites apart; 

e But fair diſcretion led them to withdraw 

4 From the priz'd honour of his profſer'd law ; 

& To quit the object of no haſty choice 

* In mild ſubmiſſion to a parent's voice; 

e The valued lover with a figh reſign, 

« And ſacriſice aclight at duty's ſhrine. 

With ſiniles they bore, from angry ſpleen 
* exempt, 

e [njurious mockery and coarſe contempt : 

ce J was theirs te claſp, each ſelfiſh care above, 

« { ſifter”s orphans with parental love, 

te Aud all her tender offices ſupply, | 

« Though bound not by the ſtrong maternal tie; 

« *Twoas theirs to bid inteſtine quarrels ceaſe, 

te And form the cement of domeſtic peace: 

« Na throbbing joy their ſpotleſs boſom fir'd, 

* dave whot Benevolence herſelf inſpir'd ; 

* No praiſe they ſought, except that proiſe 
© gin d, 

« Mich the heart chi pers to the worthy 
* wing *," 


* Hayley's Triumphs of gs canto v. ver. 563. 
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Containing the Diſcuſſion of a very delicate 
end important Queſtion, 


| A 5 good fortune has thrown into my 


hands a manuſcript oration on a 
topic highly intereſting to the. ſiſterhood, I 
ſhall inſert it in this chapter; and, to gra- 
tify, to the utmoſt of my power, the curio- 
ſity of my fair readers, I ſhall introduce it 
by a little hiſtory of the incidents which 
have enabled me to enrich my work with ſo 
ſingular an embelliſhment. 

A few years ago I had the happineſs of 


ranking among my friends a gentleman of 


the moſt amiable ſingularity. He was 2 
baronet of an ancient family, and very am- 
ple poſſeſſions, in the North of England. 
His father, who had all the convivial ſpirit 
ſo prevalent in that part of our iſland, paid 
a very heavy tax for his bacchanalian en- 
joy ments, 
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Joyments, in ſuffering the frequent viſits of 
an excruciating gout, and in dying at laſt a 
martyr of the bottle. My friend Sir Hi- 
lary Highman had all the natural vivacity 
of his father; he loved pleaſure as well, but, 
warned by ſo ſtriking an example, he re- 
ſolved to purſue 1 it, though with equal. ar- 
dour, yet in paths of leſs peril. 

While his father was yet living, he diſco- 
vered in his own frame, young as it was, 
ſome traces of that formidable diſtemper, to 
which parental intemperance had given 
him too good a title. This tendency he 
wiſely determined to counteract, by a ſteady 
adherence to the moſt ſimple diet. Yet, 
as he was unwilling to irritate the growing 
ill- humour of a parent, whom he tenderly 
regarded, he engaged not in this degenerate 
regimen, till he had taken leave of the jo- 
vial, teſty, and crippled old gentleman, to 
embark in a favourite project of viſiting the 
ruins of Greece. An oppoſite conduct 
might have endangered his future fortune; 


as the im petuous old toper deteſted the 
character 
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character of a milkſop, and would not, per- 
haps, have ſcrupled to diſinherit a ſon, 
merely for renouncing that feſtive poiſon, 
which had deſtroyed his own temper, and 
was rapidly preying on the dregs of his ex- 
hauſted life. My friend, indeed, when he 
ſet out on his travels, relying on the 
ſtrength of his father's conſtitution, enter- 
tained a very lively hope of amufing the 
old knight, on his return, with a hiſtory 
of his adventures. But the fates deter- 


mined otherwiſe. A long ſcene of election 


feſtivity hurried this hearty friend of Bac- 
chus to the grave; and the temperate Sir 
Hilary was recalled from the ruins of 
Athens, to take poſſeſſion of an eſtate large 
enough to furniſh every kind of luxury to 
an attic imagination. Abſtemious as he 


was, Sir Hilary was a genuine diſciple of 


Epicurus; he conſidered pleaſure as the 
univerſal aim of every ſenſible being ; but 
the pleaſure he courted was only ſuch as 
ariſes from the indulgence of an elegant 
fancy and a benevolent heart, He was 

f particularly 
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particularly fond of female ſociety ; and his 
paſſions were vehement, though tender; a 
Grecian lady, of exquiſite beauty and ac- 
compliſhments, inflamed them to the hich- 
eſt degree, and he had been privately mar- 
ried to her many months, when the intelli- 
gence arrived which recalled him to his 
country. The delights arifing from his 
new connection, and the general ſtate of his 
father's ruined health and temper, allowed 
him not to feel any great poignancy or 
grief, though he frequently ſpoke of the de- 
parted old gentleman with a grateful and 
tender regret. Sir Hilary was far from 
ſhewing any eagerneſs to take poſſeſſion of 
the princely opulence which had now de- 
volved to him. His affectionate attention 
to his lovely Greek, rendered his travels 
homeward particularly fftow. This fair part- 
ner of his fortune was advanced in preg- 
nancy. Her huſband would have kindly 
waited the event on the coaſt of Aſha Mi- 
nor, of which ſhe was a native ; but it was 
ſettled, at the requeſt of the lady, that they 

ſhould 
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ſnould proceed on their way to England as 
far as Rome, where ſhe had the happineſs of 
preſenting to Sir Hilary two lovely boys, 
not inferior to the twin founders of the im- 
perial city. The exulting mother ſoon re- 
covered her ſtrength with increaſing loveli- 
neſs; and the whole party arrived, with 
chequered ſenſations of joy and ſorrow, at 
the paternal ſeat of Sir Hilary. The young 
baronet paid all decent honours to the me- 
mory of his father, and handſomely provid- 


ed for a few old domeſtics, who had ſhared 


both the joviality and the infirmities of their 
late maſter. He ſoon began to new- model 
his houſe, and to regulate his eſtabliſnment. 
In both it was his chief aim to unite ele- 
gance with comfort, and gaiety with tem- 


perance. He built a very ſpacious library, 


with an adjoining ſaloon; the latter was 
well furniſhed with a few admirable pic- 
tures, and the former completely enriched 
with books, buſts, and ſtatues. Sir Hilary 


had imbibed very early an extreme pation 


for Grecian literature, which the incidents 


of 
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of his life had tended to increaſe. He parti. 
cularly admired that caſt of converſation 
which uſed to form the moſt delightful part 
of an ancient attic entertainment, and he 
often wiſhed to ſubſtitute ſomething of this 
nature in the room of thoſe dull or diſguſt- 
ing topics of diſcourſe, which produce ſuch 

a heavy effect in the rural viſits of our 

Engliſh gentry. He was a hearty friend to 
every harmleſs, ſocial pleaſure; but he wiſhed 
to give a little tincture of literary refine- 
ment to his convivial neighbourhood. This 
was no eaſy taſk; yet Sir Hilary accom- 
pliſhed it: and indeed there is hardly any 
enterprize too hard for a man, who poſ- 
ſeſſed, as he did, engaging manners with 
warm philanthropy, and a very abundant 
portion of opulence and wit. Events, how- 
ever, happened luckily to facilitate his de- 
ſign. On his extenſive eſtate there were 
two livings of conſiderable value; they had 
been occupied by two orthodox topers, pro- 
moted by the old baronet for their uniform 
adherence to the bottle. Theſe honeſt di- 


vines 
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vines had drank fo deeply together to the 
memory of the good old knight, that they 
ſoon finiſhed their laſt bumper on earth, 
and ſlept in peace with their patron. Sir 
Hilary ſeized; with great pleaſure, this op- 
portunity of ſettling in his neighbourhood 
two gentlemen whoſe habits of life were 
congenial with his own. He was happy in 
beſtowing eaſe and independence on: two 
liberal men, with whom he had contracted 
an intimacy at college, and who had been 
the aſſociates of his early ſtudies. They 
were perſons of equal integrity, but of dif- 
ferent characters. Literature was the paſ- 


ſion of each; but the fir ſt valued learning | 


only as it led him to the ſerious practice of 
virtue; the ſecond loved it as the moſt 
pleaſing exerciſe of an active and playful 
Ipirit; Oppoſite as they were in their diſ- 


{ poſitions; they had a perfect eſteem for each 


other, and for the amiable patron, who con- 
ſidered their ſociety as one of the higheſt 
gratifications that propitious fortune had 


beſtowed upon him. Theſe clerical friends 
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were both in the prime of life; and, as they 
were both ” unmarried, they were particu- 
larly careſſed by the families around them. 


By the aid of theſe gentlemen, with a third 


clergyman, who reſided under his roof as a 
domeſtic chaplain, and his aſſiftant in the 
education of his children, Sir Hilary com- 
menced an inſtitution, which contributed 
not a little to the amuſement of himſelf and 
his acquaintance. At the full of every moon, 


it was his cuſtom to give a very elegant en- 


tertainment to the gentry of his neighbour- 


hood. On theſe days, in the interval be- 


tween tea and ſupper, orations were read or 
ſpoken in the ſpacious library, on a fubje& 


_ propoſed at the preceding aſſembly. It was 


the banquet of Plato, an author in whom 


Sir Hilary delighted, that firſt | inſpired him 
with this idea: and in theſe Engliſh diz- 


logues the moral ſpirit of that ſublime 
Grecian was ſometimes very happily co- 


pied, without any mixture of the groſs inde- 


cency, with which the moſt engaging of 
his productions is miſerably diſgraced. Þ 
e Sir Þ 
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Sir Hilary did not confine his entertainment 
to proſaic diſcourſes ; but profeſſed himſelf 
equally obliged to thoſe gueſts, who pro- 
duced either a proſe diſſertation, or a poeti- 
cal jeu d'eſprit on the topic of the day. 
The verſes were depoſited on a large li- 
brary table, and uſually read by Sir Hi- 
lary's ſecretary, who acted as clerk to the 
aſſembly, before the orations began; which 
were generally delivered by their reſpective 
authors, and ſometimes without any pre- 
meditation. Extempore verſes, compoſed 
upon the ſpot, were alſo kindly received ; 
and if thrown on the table while the aſſem- 
bly was fitting, they were read by the clerk, 
when the orations were cloſed, as a kind of 
epilogue to the amuſements of the day. 

I happened to meet my old acquaintance 
Sir Hilary in London, at a time when I was 
greatly reduced by a ſevere and lingering 
neſs, He kindly inſiſted on my paſſing a 
few weeks with him at his country ſeat, in 
the friendly hope of contributing to the re- 
— of my health, affirming, with his 

K 2 uſual 
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uſual ry, that one of his attic ban- 
quets would prove to me a nervous cordial ; 
and conduce, more than the moſt faſhion- 
able medicines, to the revival of a literary 
invalid. My friend's inſtitution was now 
indeed in a very flouriſhing ſtate. Sir Hi- 
lary had, by degrees, diffuſed around his 
neighbourhood a ſpirit of amicable and ele- 
gant emulation. He had particularly ca- 
reſſed and animated the young people in 
the genteel families around him, and in the 
courſe of a few years he had formed, in his 
aſſembly, a little band of orators, whom 
Athens herſelf might have liſtened to with 
pleaſure. The ladies, though they never 
ſo far forgot the delicacy of their ſex as to 
declaim in thefe meetings, yet contributed 
not a little to the general amuſement, by 
various compoſitions. 

As to myſelf, I wiſhed in vain for powers 
to take an active part in the pleaſing cere- | 
mony of the place; but my health was ſtill 
ſo weak, that I dared not venture on any 
kind of mental exertion. I had, however, 
before 
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before this period, conceived the firſt idea of 
my preſent work, and, wiſhing to derive all 
the advantages I could from this accom- 
| pliſhed ſociety, I requeſted my friend Sir 
Hilary to propoſe the following queſtion as 
a ſubje& of debate in one of his aſſemblies: 
* Which is the more eligible for a wife, 
| © a Widow, or an Old Maid?“ - My lively 
| friend-very chearfully acquieſced in my pro- 
| poſal; and the topic gave birth to much 
innocent pleaſantry, and to ſome ſerious ar- 
gument. I heartily wiſh it were in my 
power to enrich theſe volumes with many 
of the pieces, both in proſe and rhyme, that 
were produced on this occaſion ; but all that 
I was allowed to treaſure up, amounts only 
| to three epigrams, and a ſingle oration. It 
| is, however, the very oration that I was moſt 
ſolicitous to obtain ; for, alas ! with grief I 
confeſs, that although ſeven orators ha- 
rangued upon the queſtion, .one alone had 
generoſity enough to argue on the fide of 
the neglected ſiſterhood ; with what powers 
of rhetoric, my reader will very ſoon have 
K 3 the 
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produce the poetical jeux digſprit. The 
firſt of the three following epigrams was 
found, with other pieces of poetry, on the 
| library table, and were recited, according to 
the ceremonial I have mentioned, before the 
orations began; the others were literally 
produced extempore, and of courſe were 
not read till the ſpeeches were cloſed ; but 
as they -aroſe from the preceding epigram, 
T ſhall here inſert them united. 


EPIGRAM 
On this Queſtion, 
© Which is the more eligible for a Wife, 
« a Widow, or an Old Maid?“ 
Ye, who towed the ſweeteſt wife would try, 
Obſerve how men a ſweet Cremona buy ! 
Nei violins they ſeek not from the trade, 
But one, on which ſome good muſician play d: 
Strings never try'd ſome harſhneſs will produce; 
* Ty dre improves by uſe. 


IMPROMPTU 
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IMPROMPTU 
On the preceding Epigram. 


One rule will Wives and Fiddles fit, 


I falſely ſaid, I fear, by wit, 
To ſad experience blind : 
For Woman's an /Eohian harp, 
Whoſe every note, or flat or ſharp, 
Depends upon the wind. 


A REPLY 
To the two Fpigrammatiſts. 


Fidales and Harps no more compare 
( Improper ſymbols I) to the Fair, 
However they attra# ! 
Ye wits ] for Woman let me ſee, 
If Mufic will not yield to me, 
Juſtly to grace 
We female race, 
An image more enacmT“ 


Woman, I ſay, or dame ar laſs, 
I an Harmonica of glaſs, 
Celeſtial and complete : 
K 4 
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If new, or by ſome trials known, 
ot matters not x. 
A fingle jot ; 


When rightly touch'd, its every tone 
1s raviſoingly ſcocet. 


There were other verſes recited, of a 
more ſerious caſt, Some juvenile bard 
wandered a little from the ſubject; and a 
young Oxonian forgot the reſpect due to 
both parties concerned in the queſtion ; : 


for, inſtead of deciding the point, in debate, 


he ſatirized both the Widow an the Old 


Maid with much ſarcaſtic wit, and con- 


cluded with a moſt animated panegyric on 
a blooming girl of eighteen, 

More than one poet, however, pleaded 
the cauſe of the Widow with energy and pa- 
thos ; but the frail nymphs of Parnaſſus 


were ſo unfriendly to the claims of the el- 
derly virgin ſiſterhood, that no bard ap- 


peared to ſing decidedly in favour of the 
poor Old Maid ; nor will this circum- 
ſtance be thought ſurpriſing, when we re- 

collect, 
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collect, that among the orators (a more rea- 
ſonable ſet of men than the ſportive ſons of 
Apollo) the Old Maiden found only a ſingle 
advocate. Of the ſix ſpeakers who argued 
with vehemence for the Widow, the moſt 
amuſing was a lively and honeſt fox- hunter, 
not remarkable for erudition, but poſſeſſed 
of ſtrong mental powers in a robuſt conſti- 
tution, and happy in a rich vein of original 


humour. This gentleman was actually in 


chace of a young, opulent, and lovely Wi- 
dow. He gloried in this purſuit, and, 

being animated with the faireſt proſpect - of 
ſucceſs, he ſpoke with peculiar force and 
felicity on the topic of the day. I muſt 
confeſs, that he ſometimes threw the au- 
dience into a kind of panic, by appearing 
to gallop very faſt towards the precipice of 
indecency ; but whenever he found him- 
felt on the brink of it, he rapidly made fo 


delicate and dexterous à turn, that he con- 
voerted the terrors of the company into 
eaſe, admiration, and good-humour. 


The debate on this ſide of the queſtion 
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was Cloſed by a ſpeaker of an oppoſite cha. 
racter, He was a gentleman. of extenſive 
learning and a grave deportment, yet eaſy 
in his addreſs and forcible in his elocution, 
He gave us a ſerious yet entertaining hiſ- 
tory of widowhood, and enumerated the 
Happy events, and the illuſtrious characters, 
to which the ſecond marriage of ſome emi- 
'nent Widows had given birth. When his 
peroration was ended, which, being tender 
and pathetic, formed a pleaſing contraſt to 
the humorous arguments of his prede- 
ceſſor, a gentleman aroſe, who poſſeſſed, 
with a very graceful perſon, an uncommon 
archneſs of countenance; and in a voice pe- 
culiarly melodious, he delivered the fol- 
| int oration; 


e Mr. Preſident, 


é Though I was aware that « a very for- 
* midable majority of ſpeakers would ap- 
spear againſt me, it 1s yet with confidence 
« that I engage on the unpopular ſide of 

© the preſerit queſtion; a queſtion upon 
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« which the prejudices, the paſſions, and 
« the practice of mankind, are in direct 
« oppoſition to the cleareſt dictates of rea- 
« ſon and of juſtice ! Yes ! Sir, I will be 
« ſo bold as to affirm, that if the conduct 


« and the opinions of men were under the 


« ſteady guidance of equity, this queſtion 
could not remain doubtful for a ſingle 
« minute, in the mind of any man; it muſt 
ee be decided, without a moment's heſita- 


„ tion, in favour of that injured, that de- 
| © rided being, the involuntary Old Maid, 
e whoſe advocate I profeſs myſelf: nor 
would ſuch a deciſion depend on any 


« prior ſentiments, which the arbiter might 
form, to the diſcredit, or to the glory, of 


* wedlock ; for, whether we conſider. mar- 


* riage as a burthen or as an enjoyment, it 


«yg equally unjuſt that any female. ſhould 


ce twice ſuffer that burthen, or be twice 
© indulged in that enjoyment, while an- 


* other, at the ſame period of life, is kept 


an utter ſtranger to the cares or to the 
_* delights of an important office, which 
« the 


I 
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ce the is equally ready to aſſume, and 
te equally able to ſupport. This poſition 
« is, I truſt, ſo evident, that, if I could 
* convert this aſſembly into the ſupreme 
te court of judicature, and bring to its bar 
© both the Widow and the Old Maid, as 
cc rival claimants of the nuptial coronet, on 
ee the mere principles of right, I am per- 
ce ſuaded the integrity of this audience 
cc would ſoon terminate the conteſt, and 
ec ratify the title of my client by an unani- 
ec mous decree. But alas! in this point 
es there is no tribunal on earth, to which 
* the diſconſolate Old Maiden can ſucceſs- 
te fully apply for ſubſtantial juſtice, The 
t clamour of prejudice is againſt her, and 
< her pretenſions are derided: while cuſtom 
cc and commodity, | 


ce That ſmooth-fac'd gentleman, tickling com- 
e modity, 


te are ſuch active and proſperous agents 
* for her antagoniſt, the Widow, that ſhe, 
ce this inſidious antagoniſt! is admitted, 
| ce perhaps, 
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| « perhaps, three, four, or even five times 
| « to the recent altar of Hymen, while my 
| © unfortunate client, the neglected Old 
Maid, however wiſhfully ſhe may look 
| « towards the portal, is not allowed to find 
| «even a temporary ſhelter within a por- 


« tico of the temple. —Can this, Sir, be 
« called equity? ls it not injuſtice? Is it 
« not barbarity ?—But I may be told, that in 
« the common occurrences of life, in a tranſ- 


| © action ſuch as marriage, peculiarly ſubject 
| © to fancy and caprice, we mult not expect, 


* we muſt not require men to obſerve the 
© nicer dictates of ſtrict equity, and a ſpe- 
e culative rule of right.—Be it ſo !—TI will 


© not, therefore, on this important queſtion, 


« appeal ſolely to the conſciences of men ; 


«IT will appeal to their intereſts. I will 


prove to them, that he who marries an 
« Old Maid, has a much greater chance of 


| being invariably beloved by his wife, or, 


e in other words, of being happy in wed- 
«lock, than he has, who raſhly throws 
c himſelf into the open arms of a Widow. 

LT 
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« —Sir, I flatter myſelf, it will require no 
« long chain of arguments to eſtabliſh and 
« fortify, on the moſt ſolid ground, this 
t momentous poſition. I truſt, that I ſhall 
< be able to accompliſh it, merely by re- 
* minding this audience of a propenſity in 
« the human mind, which cannot be called 
« in queſtion; I mean the propenſity to 
« exalt in our eſtimation thoſe poſſeſſions 
cc of which we are deprived, and to ſink 
<« the value of what is actually in our 
. hands.—Sir, the firſt part of this pro- 
* penfiry is ſo general, and it operates with 
« fach amazing force on the character to 
« whom I wiſh to apply it, that I remem- 
ce ber the admirable Fielding, with a moſt 
« happy coincidence of humour and of 
<« truth, calls the death of an huſband * an 
« infallible recipe to recover the loſt al- 
ce fections of a wife.“ 

« Tet me, Sir, entreat this aſſembly to 
ce retain in their thoughts the propenſity I 
<« have mentioned, and then to contemplate 


© with me the feelings of the late Widow 
I © towards 
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« towards her ſecond or third huſband, and 
| « the feelings of the quondam Old Maid, 
E now joyfully united to her firſt and only 
« Jove.—Sir, the affection of the re-married 


« Widow 1s a pocket teleſcope ; ſhe directs 
« the magnifying end of it towards her 
« good man in the grave, and it enlarges 
«ro A marvellous degree all the mental 
« and all the perſonal endowments of the 


dear departed. She then turns the in- 


« yerted glaſs to his diminiſhing ſucceſſor, 
e and, whatever his proportion of excel. 
© lence may be, the poor luckleſs living 
« mortal ſoon dwindles in her ſight to a 
* comparative pigmy. But, Sir, this is 
not the caſe with our quondam Old 
« Maid. No! Sir—her affection is a porta- 
« ble microſcope, which magnifies in a ſtu- 
“ pendous manner all the attractive merits 
and powers of pleaſing, however incon- 
« ſiderable they may be, in the favourite 
* creature upon whom ſhe gazes. Like 
* an inexperienced but a paſſionate natura- 
© liſt, ſhe continues to ſurvey the new and 

| « ſole 
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& ſole obj ect of her contemplation, hot 
* only with unremitted aſſiduity, but with 
«© increaſing amazement and delight. He 
e fills her eye; he occupies. her mind; he 
8 engroſſes her heart. 

© But it may be ſaid in reply, If the 
* man who marries an Old Maid has this 
te ſuperior chance of being uniformly be- 
« loved by his wife, ſince it is certainly the 


_ © wiſh of every man who marries to be ſo, 


te how happens it that men decide ſo pre- 
«-poſterouſly againſt themſelves, and per. 


* petually prefer the Widow ta the Old 


« Maid? Is not this conſtant preference a 
te very ſtrong argument in favour of the 
te character ſo preferred? Does it not 
© prove, that the Widow has acquired the 
«art, or the power, of conferring more 


e happineſs on her ſecond huſband than 


« the Old Maid is able to beſtow upon he! 
« firſt ?: for can we ſuppoſe that men, in- 
« ſtructed by the experience of ages, would 


« continue to 00 in conſtant oppoſition to 
ce theit 
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| te their own domeſtic happineſs, in the 
| «moſt important article of human life? 

« Alas! Sir, I fear there are more arti- 
« cles than one, in which we inconſiderate 
| © mortals may be frequently obſerved to 


| « act againſt experience, againſt our rea- 
« ſon, and againſt our felicity. That the 
| © Widow is conſtantly preferred to the Old 


„Maid, I moſt readily admit; nay, I 
| © complain of it as an inveterate grievance z 
« but I truſt, Sir, that I can account for 
| * this unreaſonable preference, - without 
t adding a ſingle grain to the weight, or 
| © rather to the empty ſcale, of the Widow. 
e believe, Sir, a very ſimple meta- 
e phor will illuſtrate the whole affair on 
« both ſides, 
| © The Widow is an experienced and a 
| ©{kilful angler, who has acquired patience 
| © to wait for the favourable minute, and 
| © rapidity to ſtrike in the very inſtant 


* when the fiſh has fairly riſen to the hook. 


* By this double excellence her ſucceſs is 
« enfured. But alas! Sir, the Old Maid 
Yb: Hl. L «Ss 
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te is an angler, whom fruitleſs expectation 
et has rendered both impatient and unſkil. 
c ful; ſhe is thrown into trepidation by 
« the firſt appearance of 4 ni#ble, and by 
te making a too haſty movement at that 
ct critical juncture, ſhe too often renders 
| © her bait, however ſweet it may be, an 
ct gbje& of terror, inſtead of allurement, 
ce to what ſhe wiſhes to catch. Though 
my alluſion may ſound. a little coarſely, 
ce let me entreat you, Sir, not to imagine 
« that I mean to expreſs any degree of dil 
te reſpe&t to my honeſt and worthy client, 
et the unproſperous Old Maid. Allow me, 
& Sir, to remind you, that ingenuous and 
te unhacknied ſpirits, though actively in- 
ce clined, are often reduced to do nothing, 
« by their too eager deſire to do well; 
te and this is frequently the caſe of the 
<« good and delicate Old Maid, in her 
te Iaudable project of ſecuring a huſband: 
« ſo that even when ſhe is herſelf the cauſe 
e of her own failure in this worthy purpoſe, 
ne deſerves not our cenſure but ow 
% compaliiots 
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«compaſſion. Ves! Sir, the partizans of 
« the Widow may ſmile, if they pleaſe, at 
ce my aſſertion; but I ſcruple not to af- 
« firm, that the ſolitary, neglected Old 
« Maid is more truly entitled to pity, that 
« ſoft, harbinger of love, than the weeping 
« Widow herfelf. Much has been faid, 
and, I confeſs, with great eloquence, on 
| © the Widow's attractive ſorrow. It is, in- 
e deed, attractive; and ſo attractive, that 


it has frequently recalled to my imagi- 


© nation the moan of the hyæna, that art- 


© ful, deſtructive, and inſatiable creature, 
| © who, is ſaid by the ancient naturaliſts to 


| © lure into her den, by a treacherous cry 
« of diſtreſs, the unwary traveller whom 

e ſhe intends to devour. This inſidious 
te behaviour of the hyæna is a queſtionable 
" fact, that no one, perhaps, can fully 
prove or refute; but all perſons of any 
| © experience in the world have ſeen in- 
* ſtances of men, who have been allured. 
© into the ſnare of the Widow, and have 
| © lamented, when it was too late to re- 

L 2 ec treat, 


4 


, PP w ⁰˙rÄ1 ] ⁰ M Ä rs ü I CRIT; 4 * = 


148 Ava on 


ce treat, that they fell the victims of their 
«© own generous, but miſplaced compaſſion. 
| & The habit of changing is very apt to 
6 produce a paſſion for novelty; and the 
« wife, who has buried one or two huſ— 
« bands, on a ſlight diſagreement with her 
. ſecond or third, will ſoon wiſh him to 
ce ſleep in peace with his departed prede- 
ce ceflor, from her hope of being more 
ce lucky in her next adventure. You may 
ce remember, Sir, that our old poet Chau- 
« cer, that admirable and exact painter of 
ce life and manners! has very happily 
« marked this prevalent diſpoſition of the 
0 re- married Widow, in the long prologue 
ce which he aſſigns to his Wife of Bath. 
« That good lady glories in having al- 
© ready buried four huſbands, and expreſſes 
«a perfect readineſs, whenever Heaven 
« with a ſixth. Let i it not be ſaid, that thi 
te character is a mere phantom, created by 
< the lively imagination of a ſatirical and 


cc * facetious poet ! No! Sir, this venerable, 
* though | 
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ee though ſ portive old bard, copied na- 


cc ture "a faithfully : and, as a proof 


te that he did fo in the preſent caſe, I will 


« mention a more. marvellous example of 


« this paſſion in the re-marrying Widow 
« for an unlimited ſucceſſion of novelties. 


« Sir, the example I mean, is recorded in 
e © an eccleſiaſtical writer of great authority, 
« whoſe name I cannot in this moment re- 
collect; but I remember he mentions it 
«as a fact, which happened at Rome, and 


« to which he was himſelf an eye-witneſs. 
« This fact, Sir, was the marriage of a 


«widow to her tzventy-/econd huſband. The 


% man alſo had buried 7wnety wives; and 


c all the eyes of Rome were fixed on this 
* ſingular pair, as on a couple of gladiators, 


* anxious to ſee which would conduct the 
* other to the grave, If I remember 


© right, the woman, after all her funeral 
c triumphs, was the victim in this wonder- 


« ful conflict: but the ſtory, however it 
might terminate, ſufficiently proves the 


- auen for novelty, which I have aſcribed 


m0 | « tq 
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ce to the Widow. Now, Sir, if the ſecond i 
& or third huſband of a Widow may have 
« frequent cauſe to imagine, that his lady's I 
© transferrable affections are veering to- 
ce ward his probable ſucceſſor, he cannot 
ec ſurely be ſo happy, or ſecure, as the man 
ho has more wiſely united himſelf to a 
« worthy Old Maid. She, good ſoul ! re- 
te membering how long ſhe waited for her 
« firſt huſband, inſtead of haſtily looking 
er forward to a ſecond, will direct all her at- 
ec tention to cheriſh and preſerve the dear 
© creature, whom ſhe at laſt acquired after 
te tedious expectation. Her good man has 
© no rival to fear, either among the living 
t or the dead, and may fecurely enjoy the 
ce delightful prerogative of believing him- 
cc ſelf the abſolute maſter of his wife's af- 
te fections. I entreat you, Sir, to obſerve 
e how very different the caſe is with the in- 
te conſiderate man, who raſhly married a 
& Widow ! He has not only to apprehend, 
te that the changeable tenderneſs of his 


gc lady may take a ſudden turn towards his 
cc id 
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« probable ſucceſſor, but, if her thoughts 
te are too faithful, and too virtuous, to wan- 
« der towards the living, even then, Sir, 
te after all his endeavours to take full poſ- 
« ſeſſion of her heart, though he may de- 
te Jude himſelf with the vain idea of being 
« its ſole proprietor, he will frequently find, 
ee that he has only entered into partnerſhip 
« with a ghoſt. Ves! Sir, though my op- 
F ponents may treat the expreſſion as ludi- 
| *crous, I will maintain that it is literally 
« juſt, I repeat, he has entered into part- 


© nerſhip with a ghoſt, and I will add, Sir, 


«the very probable conſequence of ſuch a 
« partnerſhip; he will ſoon find, that by 
« the ſubtle illuſions of his inviſible partner, 
* he has loſt even his poor moiety in that 
« precarious poſſeſſion, the heart of a re- 
cc married Widow! and will find himſelf, at 


the ſame time, a real bankrupt in happi- 


© neſs. Since my antagoniſts have been 
e pleaſed to ſmile at my expreſſion, as the 
« language rather of fancy than of truth, 
* ſuffer me, Mr, Preſident, to quote a caſe, 
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cc in which this dead, this derided partner 
ce made his actual appearance, and was bold 
ce enough to urge an excluſive claim. Sir, 
cc I truſt the caſe I allude to is a caſe di- 
ce rectly in point; it is quoted, indeed, on 
4 different occaſion, by the admirable 
« Addiſon, from the ſeventeenth book of 
« the Jewiſh hiſtorian, Joſephus. I mean 
ce the caſe of the Widow Glaphyra, who, 
ce having been twice a Widow, took for 
te her third huſband Archelaus. You may 
4 remember, Sir, that the thoughts of this 
ce lady, after her third adventure, ran fo 
« much on her firſt lord, that ſhe ſaw the 
ce good man in a viſion—* Glaphyra,” faid 
te the phantom, thou haſt made good the 
ce old ſaying, that women are not to be 
ce truſted. Was not I the huſband of thy 
« virginity ? Have I not children by thee ? 
. < How couldſt thou forget our loves ſo far, 
ce as to enter into a ſecond marriage, and 
Fc after that into a third? - But for our 
& paſſed loves I will free thee from thy pre- 
* ſent reproach, and make thee mine for 

c eyer. 
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« ever. —Glaphyra related her dream, and 
« died ſoon after. This, Sir, is a ſerious 
« and tragical proof, how dangerous it is to 
| «marry a Widow. Surely no conſiderate 

« man would chuſe to incur the hazard of 
« having his bride thus torn from his em- 
«© braces by ſo arrogant a phantom. —Al- 


« Jow me, Sir, to relate a ſtory of a comic 


« caſt, which will equally prove the ſecret 


« perils of ſuch a marriage. I received it 


c from a very worthy old gentleman, not 
& unknown to this aſſembly. He was ac- 
« quainted, in his youth, with a famous 
© mimic of the laſt century, who was the 
* principal actor in this comic or rather 
.« farcical ſcene, and related it circumſtan- 
ce tially to my friend. This mimic, Sir, a 
te man of pleaſantry and adventure, court- 
c ed, in the early part of his life, a very 


e handſome and opulent Widow; ſhe gave 


t him the higheſt encouragement; but, as 
“ avarice was her foible, ſhe at laſt jilted 
* him for a wealthy ſuitor, who, though 
of a very timid conſtitution, was rafh 
. | * enough 
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E ance the mimic commanded the nuptial 
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< enough to marry this very tempting Wi. 
« dow. The diſcarded mimic was inflamed 
ce with a variety of paſſions, and determined 
* to take ſome very ſignal revenge. An 
ic opportunity of vengeance occurred to 
ce him, which, as he knew the extreme ti. 
ec midity of his fortunate rival, he ſeized 
« without the pauſe of apprehenſion. His 
« yalet had intrigued with the favourite 
- © abigail of the Widow, and by her aſliſt- 


c chamber of the bride. He had known 
ec the perſon of her firſt huſband, and, hav- 
ce ing concealed himſelf under a toilet, till 
ce the hour of conſummation, he then made 
ce his appearance, aſſuming the moſt exact 
« fimilitude, both in figure and voice, to 
e the dear departed. He had hardly un- 
r drawn the curtain, when the affrighted 
« bride fell into a fit. The bridegroom, 
« who had alſo known his deceaſed prede- 
4 ceſſor, was ſeized with a panic ſtill worſe, 
ce and the vehemence of his agitation ſerved 
* to recoyer the lady from her ſwoon. She 

tc revives 
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« revived in perfect poſſeſſion of her ſenſes, 
e and, finding the dead huſband vaniſhed, 
* and the living one unfit for a com- 
e panion, ſhe haſtily aroſe. As ſhe 
« loyed money, ſhe had taken the prudent 
| precaution of ſecuring to herſelf the en- 
« joyment of her own fortune, and, having 
« ſome ſuſpicion of the trick which had 
& been played againſt her, ſhe reſolved to 
r make a wiſe uſe of it, and declared, 
| © that ſhe would never proceed to conſum- 
| © mate her marriage with a man, who had 
| «not reſolution enough to protect her 
«from a ghoſt, She perſiſted in this con- 
& duct, and the luckleſs derided” 'bride- 
« groom remained, through life, a melan- 
© choly example to confirm the wiſdom of 
« that adage, which ſays, that he ſhould, 
* indeed, be a bold man, who enters into 
« the ſervice of a Widow. . 

« Sir, I ſhould entreat your den for 
* having treſpaſſed on the patience of this 
| * aſſembly by the recital of fo long a ſtory, 
| * did I not flatter myſelf that it will have 

_ „n 
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* a happy tendency to guard the ſingle 
| 2 gentlemen, who hear me, from the ini- 
* quitous temerity of preferring a Widow 
* to an old Maid. | 
« I might alledge, Sir, many arguments 
* which I have not hitherto touched upon, 
e in favour of my client. I might ſhew 
_ © of what infinite importance it is to ma- 
* trimonial felicity, that the huſband 
* ſhould receive into his arms a partner 
.< for life, whoſe diſpoſition and habits, in- 
r ſtead of being fixed already by a former 
lord, are yet to be moulded according 
* to the will and abilities of her firſt and 
only director. Sir, in this point, the 
* Widow 1s a piece of warped wood, which 
* the moſt ſkilful workman may find him- 
« ſelf unable to ſhape as he wiſhes; but 
* the Old Maid, Sir, is the pliant virgin 
« wax, which follows, with the moſt happy 
7 ductility, every ſerious deſign, every in- 
* genious device, every _— whim, of 
* the: modeller. | 
12 But I will relinquiſh the- eme 
* FE arguments 
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| « arguments that 1 might yet adduce in 
& ſypport of the Old Maid; I will reſt her 
| E cauſe on that ſolid rock, which I have 

« endeavoured, Sir, to exhibit in different 
ES. points of view, I mean the ſuperior ſe- 


« curity with which her huſband may de- 
« pend on the ſtability of her affection. I 


vill conclude by conjuring every gentle- 
| © man, who may happen to heſitate be- 


« tween a Widow and an Old Maid, to 
« remember, that reaſon and experience, 
ec that equity and the general intereſt of 
« mankind, all loudly plead for his pre- 
< ferring the latter: I will conjure him to 
« recollect, that the man who marries a 


Widow has great cauſe to apprehend un- 


te reaſonable expectations, unpleaſant com- 
« pariſons, . and variable affection; while 
« he, who marries an Old Maid, may with 
confidence prepare to meet unexaCting 
© tenderneſs, increaſing gratitude, and per- 
ee petual endearments.“ 
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I will not preſume to. comment on the 
preceding oration ; but merely add, that the 
_ eccleſiaſtical author, from whom the inge- 

nious ſpeaker has cited a moſt remarkable 
anecdote; is St. Jerom. It is contained in 
one of his epiſtles addreſſed to a Widow, 
whoſe name was Ageruchia. I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe the words of the faint at the bottom 
of the page *, and cloſe this chapter by re- 


* Rem dicturus ſum incredibilem, ſed multorum 
teſtimoniis approbatam. Ante annos plurimos, 
quum in chartis eccleſiaſtieis juvarem Damaſum, Ro- 
manæ urbis epiſcopum, et Orientis atque Occidentis 
ſynodicis conſultationibus reſponderem, vidi duo in- 
ter ſe paria, viliſſimorum e plebe hominum compa- 
rata, unum qui viginti ſepeliſſet uxozes, alteram qua 
viceſimum ſecundum habuiſſet maritum, extremo 
fibi, ut ipſi putabant, matrimonio copulatos, Summa 
omnium expectatio, virorum pariter ac feminarum, 
poſt tantas rudes, quis quem prius eſferret: vicit ma- 
ritus, et totius arbis populo confluente, coronatus, 
et palmam tenens, adoreamque per ſingulos ſibi accla- 
mantes, uxoris multinubæ feretrum præcedebat. 

Epiſt, Sancti Hieron. ad A geruchiam, 
de Monogamia. 
9 | turning 
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turning thanks to my eloquent friend, for 
the permiſſion to print his ſpeech, and by 
expreſſing a cordial wiſh, that my readers 
may beſtow on it as much favour and ap- 
plauſe, as it received from the amicable and 
polite. aſſembly. in which it was delivered. 


CHAP, 
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The concluding Chapter of the Eſſay, contain- 
| ing. @. Sermon 10 Old Maids, delivered in a | 
Dream. 5 


HE moſt ſanguine projector that 
ever waſted his fortune and his 
brains in the ſmoke of expectation, never 
thought on the golden crown of all his la- 
bours with more aſſiduity and hope, than! 
have thought on the amuſement and advan- 
tage, which, I truſt, will accrue to the com- 
munity of Old Maids from this elaborate 
_ Eſſay. The good ſpinſters have frequently 
engroſſed me ſleeping as well as waking. 
In proof of this affectionate aſſertion, I 
ſhall cloſe my work with a circumſtantial 
account of a very ſingular viſion, which my 
extreme ſolicitude for their intereſt moſt 
certainly produced. | 
I had been reading, in a hot ſummer's 
| day, 


bo 
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day, a little too ſoon after dinner, one of the 
Greek homilies on virginity ; when my at- 
tention gradually diminiſhed, and ſleep im- 


perceptibly ſtole upon me. I found my- 


ſelf tranſported on a ſudden from my own 
narrow ſtudy, and a little circle of dingy 
folios, to the middle of a large and magni- 
ficent apartment. It appeared to be the 
refectory of a very populous convent : at 
the upper end of it were two doors; the 
one, which ſtood open, diſcoyered to me a 


very elegant and extenſive chapel ; the 


other, as I found in the ſequel, led into a 
ſet of apartments appropriated to the lady 
abbeſs of this chaſte but unfettered ſociety. 
I was ſoon informed, by a group of cour- 
teous females, who were walking for the 
purpoſes of. exerciſe and converſation in 
this ſpacious hall, that the ample and ſump- 
tuous fabric had been raiſed by the contri- 
bution of many elderly virgins, all of libe- 
ral birth and education, though unequal in 
their fortunes, who, forming themſelves 

into a very numerous yet friendly commu- 


. nity, 
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nity, dwell together with __ induſtry 
and ſocial content. 
e We are governed,” faid a kind and 
communicative ſiſter of the houſe (who, 
with a diſpoſition that appeared to me pe- 
culiarly angelical in an ancient virgin, ex- 
preſſed more eagerneſs to ſatisfy my curio- 
firy than her own) © we are governed by a 
te preſident of our own ſex, who is annually 
ce elected by a majority of our ſiſterhood; 
* bur though we formally exert the privi- 
«© lege of election, we have never had but 
tc one and the ſame governeſs; for the 
te lady who firſt planned, and has ſince di- 
« rected, our ſociety, is conſtantly rechoſen 
"© into the delicate and important office, 
« which ſhe diſcharges to the fatisfactior. 
« of all with whom ſhe is connected. 
How, madam,” 1 exclaimed, how may 
J obtain the happineſs of beholding 2 
“ perſonage ſo extraordinary? “ You will 
% probably behold her very ſoon,” replied 
my kind informer, © returning into this ſa- 
* Joon from our adjoining chapel. You 
5 : 8 | & may 
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may diſtinguiſh,” ſhe continued, © thro' 
« that open door, a diſtant party engaged 
about the altar; among them you may 
«juſt diſcern our preſident Seraphina, 
« with her two favourite aſſiſtants, Mele- 
« finda and Fuſcina, They are employed 
« in a melancholy yet pleaſing office, in 
« decorating the tomb of an amiable old 
« divine, who formed a part of our houſe- 


ee hold, and was, indeed, to have appeared 
* in the character of our paſtor; but as, 


© from motives of maidenly diſcretion, we 
© choſe the good man in a very advanced 
© and infirm period of life, he has never 
i been able to aſcend the pulpit prepared 
« for him. We were afraid of wounding 
both him and ourſelves, by appointing 
4 any ſubſtitute for him, while we could 


e hope for his recovery, and have there- 


« fore ſubſiſted hitherto without any acting 


« miniſter, except one ſelected from our- 


* ſelves, for the mere purpoſe of reading 
« the chapel ſervice of the day; for we are 
* yery punctual in our daily devotions ; and, 

„ « now 
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« now the good old man is departed, our 
ce preſident will probably ſoon chuſe for us 
te a preacher, who may fill more effectually 
te the department of the deceaſed.” My 
pulſe quickened as ſhe ſpoke ; but the 
- mingled ſentiments of ſurpriſe, joy, and 
ambition, rendered me unable to frame an 
immediate reply. Never did the hot peri- 
cranium of any dean or provoſt ſo itch and 
burn for an expected mitre, as mine did at 
this moment for a certain ſquare cap of 
white velvet, adorned with a ſilver taſſel, 


which now glittered in my view. It was 


ſuſpended to the wall of the ſaloon, at the 
centre of the dining-table ; and my good- 
natured informer, who obſerved with what 
an inquiring eye I ſurveyed it, very kindly 
told me, it was the work of their fair preſi- 
dent, prepared as a mark of affectionate 
diſtinction for the paſtor of this maiden 
flock. While this ſhining object of my 
chaſte ambition ſtill attracted my eyes, and 
I was till liſtening to ſeveral intereſting 
little anecdotes concerning it, the lady ab- 

beſs 
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beſs and her attendants began to move to- 
wards me. My heart fluttered as they ad- 
vanced. Though a conſiderable ſpace was 
yet between us, I was ſtruck with a trem- 
bling and ſpeechleſs awe, by the air of com- 
placent grandeur which appeared in the 
form and countenance of Seraphina, Ne- 


the firſt time to the imperial Catherine of 
Ruſſia, feel a more ardent, unutterable de- 
fire to ſerve his fair ſovereign in the field or 
the cabinet, than I felt to recommend my- 
ſelf to the very different favours of this 
dignified lady. But how is it poſlible, 
thought I to myſelf, as ſhe was approach- 
ing, to make her ſuddenly my patroneſs ? 
Her character, and all her features, aſſure 
me, that ſhe is utterly devoid of ambition 
and deſire, thoſe quick and powerful 
ſprings, by the means of which the frater- 
nity of eloquent and able miniſters have fo 
often and ſo rapidly been exalted by the 
queens and abbeſſes of their reſpective 
countries, But there is a nobler paſſion, 
M 3 my 
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tumnal virgins be made acquainted with all 


infinite aſtoniſhment ; and proceeded to in- 


complete idea both of my perſon and my 
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my heart inwardly faid to itſelf, that, by 
actuating both of us alike, may facilitate 
my ſucceſs with Seraphina ; and this is our 
mutual zeal for the felicity of her fellow- 
maidens. Could this fair preſident of au- 


that I have thought, and all that I have 
written, in behalf of Old Maids but 
here's my difficulty and diſtreſs ; how can! 
explain to her, in a few minutes, the long 
labours of my life?—While theſe ideas 
were paſſing, with confuſed rapidity, in my 
mind, Seraphina advanced very near to me, 
The mild dignity of her aſpect extorted 
from me a bow of affectionate admiration, 
1 made an imperfect effort to tell her ſo; 
but, before I could utter a ſingle ſentence 
to recommend myſelf, as I wiſhed, to her 
favour, ſhe faluted me by my name, to my 


form me, with a graceful and engaging fa- 
miliarity, that the departed miniſter was 
one of my old friends, who had given her a 


character, 
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character, expreſſing a wiſh on his death- 
bed, in the moſt flattering terms, that 1 
might be choſen to ſucceed him in the paſ- 


toral care of this ſiſterhood. We are no 


te ſtrangers,” continued the polite Sera- 
phina, © to the benevolent caſt of your ſtu- 
« dies, and we look with peculiar gratitude 
« on a perſon, whoſe pen has been long 
te employed, with a very ſingular humanity, 
« to amuſe, to inſtruct, and, I may ſay, to 
« honour, a certain claſs of females, whom 
e the unthinking world have inceſſantly 
te wounded with deriſion or neglect. It is 
« poſſible, Sir,” ſhe added, © that your 
« book, to which I allude, however en- 
« riched and adorned with learning and 
« with fancy, with reaſon and with wit; it 
te is poſſible, I ſay, that this book may not 
« find more kindneſs from the world, 
than what has hitherto attended the 
« degraded order of beings to whom it 
«is ſo generouſly devoted. But, what- 
« ever fate may attend your work, whoſe 
* merits have been fully explained to us, 


M4 « we 
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« we ſhall at leaſt enjoy the happineſs of 


© ſecuring you from many of thoſe humi- 
ee liating perſonal evils, to which the great- 
te eſt authors have been expoſed, if you 
« will allow us to appoint you the preacher 
« of our chapel.” 

Seraphina pauſed for my reply ; but my 
head and heart were too full to allow me 
the uſe of ſpeech in the firſt moments of my 
ſurpriſe and exultation. I made her the 
profoundeſt reverence, that a body not per- 
fectly elaſtic could accompliſh. It was as 
low as the bow of a new-created biſhop to 
his earthly maker, yet, I fear, it was not fo 
much the genuine movement of humilitp, as 
of pride. 


Seraphina ſeemed to a all my ſenti- 


ments, and, to relieve me from the perplex- 
ing difficulty of putting my thanks into 


proper words, ſhe thus 2 her diſ- 


courſe. 
« It is now the uſual hour of, our morn- 
« ing prayers: will you allow me, Sir, the 
* pleaſure of introdu cing you to your new 


cc office! 1 
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ec office? You will find the books of our 
« chapel in order; and I doubt not but, as 
« you have long meditated on the good and 
« eyil of our ſingle ſtate, you can oblige us, 
« our ſequeſtered condition.” - Much as I 
was elated by the flattering appointment, I 
felt myſelf embarraſſed by this propoſal. In 
truth, I was utterly unprepared ; and wiſhed 
to excuſe myſelf on the ſcore of my dreſs, 
thinking 1t improper to appear as the paſtor 
of theſe elegant, though ancient maidens, in 
a ruſty black coat, which time and ſnuff had 
conſpired to disfigure ; but caſting ſuch a 
downward glance on my own perſon, as 
every man does, who means to ground an 
_ apology on his habit, I was aſtoniſhed to 
find myſelf arrayed in a new caſſock, My 
amazement increaſed, on perceiving that my 
right hand, which held a clean cambrick 
handkerchief, was decorated with a magni- 
ficent ring, not of diamond indeed, but 
formed by a ſingle ſapphire of uncommon 
magnitude and luſtre. Without diſturbing 
os my 
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my brain to account for my acquiſition of 


this ſurpriſing ornament, I bowed again to 
the fair preſident, and followed her towards 
the chapel. My ring had acted, as a tali(- 
man to diſpel my embarraſſment, and I ad- 
vanced with ſuch an air of confidence, as I 
have formerly obſerved in a courtly 
preacher, apparently inſpired, not indeed 


by the inward light of the ſoul, but by 


the radiance beaming from his own little 
finger. | 

We now entered the chapel: it was a 
ſtructure of exquiſite proportions, in which 
elegance and ſimplicity were moſt happily 
united. The walls were covered with 4 
ſtucco of very pale dove-colour, enrich- 
ed with decorations of white marble, conſiſt- 


ing chiefly of emblematic figures, expreſ- 


five of innocence and peace. T he only 
painting which this edifice banthined, was 


of glaſs ; it formed the rich and magnifi- 


cent window, to which the chapel was in- 
debted for all the light it received. The 


effect of this window was truly celeſtial; not 
* only 
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only from the happy diſpoſition of that ſoft 
and ſolemn radiance which it diffuſed over 
the building, but from the tranſcendent 
beauty of the figures with which it was en- 
riched. Chaſtity was here repreſented in a 
meek yet firm poſition, ſupported by Tem- 
perance and Fortitude, and paying a kind of 
modeſt homage to Charity and Faith. The 
two latter were raiſed on a ſlight elevation, 
and, being united by a poſture of ſiſterly 
endearment, formed the pyramidical point 
in this enchanting group. The diſtinct cha- 
racter of every perſonage was ſo exquiſitely 
conceived, and ſo forcibly expreſſed; the 
connection of all was rendered ſo happily 
viſible by their attention to each other, that 
no ſpectator could behold this little aſſembly 
of virtues, without feeling a tender reve- 
rence for each, and without wiſhing to be- 
come the perfect votary of all. 
While I gazed on this enchanting pic- 
ture, the bell began to toll: the numerous 
ſiſterhood came flocking to their ſeats: I ad- 
vanced to the reading deſk : I adjuſted the 
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books: I went through the ſervice: and 
now, with a heart that began to palpitate 
afreſh, I aſcended the pulpit. A multitude 
of curious and piercing eyes flaſhed upon 
me : but my embarraſſment was a little re- 
lieved by a hymn of the divineſt melody, 


moſt admirably ſung by a few ſiſters of the 


houſe. In the time which this ſoothing ce- 
remony allowed me to colle& my hurried 
ſpirits, it ftruck me, that the} unknown 
power to whom I was indebted for my caſ- 
ſock and my ring, might have happily ſup- 
plied me with a ſupernatural ſermon. In 
this hope I now ſearched my pockets, but, 
to my utter diſappointment, I could find 
only a ſmall copy of the Old Teſtament. 
In confuſion and diſtreſs, I turned haſtily to 
fuch paſſages, as I thought might befriend 
me on the preſent occaſion. My eye ſud- 
denly faſtened on a text that pleaſed me: I 
cloſed the volume; ſat in profound thought 
for a few minutes ; then roſe, with inward 
exultation, and delivered the following dif- 
courſe. _ 

| « Tn 
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In the 11th Chapter of Judges, and at the 
« 38th Verſe, it is thus written— 


« She went with her Companions, and be- 
« wailed ber Virginity.” 


ce ALAS! the tender-hearted might 
e fay to themſelves, on firſt hearing theſe 
« few and ſimple words, how frequent, 
« how univerſal is ſuch lamentation !—In 
« every age, and in all the civilized nations 
« of the globe, many inconſiderate daugh- 


* ters of Eve have been haſtily led into pe- 


« nitence and ſorrow, by the violence or the 
© artifice of an imperious and a deceitful 
© paſſion : and often have they bewailed the 
* diſhonourable loſs of that maiden purity, 
« regarded as the beſt, and perhaps the 
« only treaſure, which nature and fortune 
e had beſtowed upon them. 

« But it was not ſo with the fair 
© mourner in my text: ſhe was the chaſte 
and honoured daughter of Jephtha, the 
was 15 of Iſrael; ſhe bewailed not the 

« loſs 
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« loſs of her - virginity, but that ſhe was 


« deſtined to carry it to the grave. Being 


« condemned to die, in compliance with 
« the raſh vow of her father, ſhe lamented 


te not the immediate ſtroke of death, but 
e the idea of dying without having fulfilled 
< her fair Expectations of nuptial happineſs 


© and maternal delight. 


* Before I proceed to any remarks on 
ce this intereſting ſtory, let me here obſerve 


cc to you, my lifters, that the lear ned and 


« pious men, who have endeavoured to 
ce elucidate the obſcurer paſſages of the 


Old Teſtament, are by no means agreed 


« on the real fate of this lovely victim. 


Some contend that ſhe actually periſhed 
'« by a violent death; and others affirm, 


ce that ſhe was only condemned to perpe- 
« tual virginity. I will not enter upon the 
te merits of this queſtion, becauſe, in what- 
« ever light the hiſtory of this fair ſufferer 
© may be conſidered, it equally affords me 
« a proper ground-work for the doctrine | 
cc with to inculcate, Her ſorrow, whatever 

| | « its 
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its duration might be, naturally leads me 
e to point out to you a great and important 
truth; a truth, my ſiſters, in which you 
are principally concerned! and it is this 
« that to paſs through human life, either 
« by a ſhort or a long journey, and finally 
« to quit it in the character of a virgin, 
ce is by no means a juſt cauſe for lamenta- 
cc tion. 92 
« Do not miſtake me, I mean not to re- 
te flect, with a cruel aſperity, on Jephtha's 
« unhappy daughter! I mean not to inſinu- 
« ate aught againſt the temper or the mo- 
« deſty of the damſel ; that would indeed 
© be barbarous, when her ſtrange miſ- 
© chance was ſo peculiarly ſevere, as to 
© plead for the tendereſt ſympathy and 
« compaſſion. She came out to meet her 
* victorious father, with timbrels and with 
* dances; and ſhe was his only child: Be- 
« fide her he had neither ſon nor daughter. 
How bitter muſt be the condition of this 
«darling child, when ſhe found her trium- 
© phant feſtivity turned to anguiſh, by the 
* vow 
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te vo.] of her precipitate parent! Every 
« humane heart muſt bleed at the idea ; and 
« the more, when it remarks with what an 
ce affectionate magnanimity ſhe ſubmitted 
« to her fate: And ſhe ſaid unto him, My 


« father, if thou haſt opened thy mouth unto 
e tbe Lord, do to me according to that which 


« bath proceeded out of thy mouth, foraſmuch 
te as the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee if 


c thine enimies.—Generous, heroic maiden ! 


te ſhe enjoyed the paſt triumph of her fa- 


ther, in her own preſent calamity and de- 


« ſpair. Her firſt ſentiments were thoſe of 
ce the affeCtionate, diſintereſted daughter: if 
« theſe were followed by a more ſelfiſh idea, 


e it was ſuggeſted by a national cuſtom, 


« and aroſe not from any defects in the 
e ſpirit and character of the devoted vic- 
« tim. But let us hear how ſhe proceeded | 


ee And fhe ſaid unto ber father, Let this 


ce thing be done for me: let me alone tw 


« months, that I may go up and down upon 


« the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I 


and my fellows !—Strange as her requeſt 


cc may 


— 
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et may ſound in a modern ear, it appeared 
cc reaſonable to her father; and be ſaid, 
« Go !—and well might he ſay ſo; for her 
« petition was not the dictate of a wan- 
te ton and diſſolute ſpirit, preparing to la- 
« ment the loſs of expected pleaſure, with 
© coarſeneſs of ſentiment and indelicacy of 
ee Janguage: no! it proceeded only from 
« her wiſh to obſerve a religious ceremony, 
« which prevailed among the unmarried fe- 
« males of her country, who conſidered the 
« deſtiny of living and of dying in a fingle 
« ſtate, as the ſevereſt evil that Heaven 
ee could inflict. This idea was indeed uni- 
e yerſal among the Jews: but the Jews 
e were a moody and a murmuring people, 
« perpetually diſpoſed to quarrel, not only 


© with the common incidents of life, but 
ee with the moſt merciful diſpenſations of 


© their God. It is the perverſity of their 
* general judgment on this head, and not 
bs the particular conduct of one moſt ami- 
t able and unfortunare maiden, that I 
* mean to cenſure. To guard the whole 
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« ſiſterhood againſt the inſidious approaches 


© of diſcontent, I would here demonſtrate, 
te that to bewail virginity, in the Jewih 
e ſenſe of bewailing it, is equally irrational 
ee and irreligious. 


« A cuſtom, however reprehenſible, 


cc which has prevailed among any civilized 
“ people, deſerves to be fairly conſidered, 
and will generally be found to poſſeſs 
. « ſome important advantage to plead in its 


ec behalf. This was undoubtedly the cafe 


in the cuſtom I allude to: it wanted not 
ec the plea of political wiſdom : the female 


« ceremony of bewailing virginity had aſ- 


« ſuredly a ſtrong tendency to promote 


* wedlock, and in this point of view it me- 
cc rited the countenance of a wiſe legiſlator : 
« but obſerve with what cruelty it muſt 


ce have operated upon one unprotected clas 


cc of the community! How wretched muſt 
« have been the condition of an elderly 


d maiden among the Jews, if ſuch a cha- 
© rafter exiſted among them, when ſhe was 


We in by the prez Judices of the public, 
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ce to deſpiſe and to deteſt herſelf, as the ob- 
« ject of human contempt, and divine diſ- 
ce pleaſure ! 
« It is an image of humiliation and diſ- 
« treſs too grievous for a gentle heart to 
« dwell upon. Let us haſten to contem- 
plate the very different condition of the 
e fame character among the early Chriſ- 
« tians Here, indeed, we behold an ex- 
«ceſs; but of a more chearful and ami- 
able complexion: not an exceſs of abſurd 
« barbarity, but of tender enthuſiaſm. In- 
« ſtead of bewailing virginity as an evil, 
« they exalted it into an evidence of ſuper. 
© natural merit: they regarded it as a clean 
« title, not only to celeſtial bliſs, but to the 
© higheſt degree of beatitude that Heaven 
© can beftow. | 
ce J will not baſely attempt to ingra- 
* tiate myſelf with this audience, by 
* adopting, from the fathers of the Catho- 
« lic church, a flattering, illuſive doctrine, 
© to which the purity of our reformed 
Fo religion can afford no countenance, for it 
| N 2 &« was 
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« was not countenanced by that meek and 
ce righteous Maſter, whoſe life and lan- 
< guage are the great, unerring lights that 
< we profeſs to follow. | 
Though an advocate for a ſingle life, 
« St. Paul himſelf acknowledges, That 
© concerning virgins, he had no com- 
« mandment of the Lord :'—and indeed 
ce we find nothing in the words or actions 
te of our bleſſed Saviour, that can be fairly 
© conſtrued into a recommendation of their 
« ſingle ſtate. That he was very far from 
ce being a moroſe enemy to the joys, and 
« even the feſtivity of marriage, one of his 
te own miracles has ſufficiently evinced : he 
« ſeems not, however, to have ſhewn any 
te prejudice or partiality towards any parti- 
cc cular order of human beings, but to have 


« reſpected all the different conditions of 


„ that life, which, for the good of all, he 
* condeſcended to aſſume. He reſpected 
ce the natural liberties of mankind: he in- 
« terfered with no civil or ſocial duties : 
« he forbad no innocent pleaſures : and, 

9 . « what 
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« what is more to our preſent purpoſe, he 
« recommended not an adherence to any 
« preciſe ſtate of life, becauſe his own di- 
« vine inſtitutions are adapted to every 
c condition into which a human creature 
« can be thrown, by thoſe buſy ſhifters of 
« human ſcenery, time and chance. 

« But it may be ſaid, Although we readily 
« allow the benign influence of Chriſ- 
« tianity, upon all who ſincerely profeſs it, 
© we are warranted by reaſon and expe- 
« rience in affirming, that certain modes of 
e fe have a tendency to throw a gloom 
© over the mind, and to produce ſuch a 
te dejection of ſpirit, as naturally leads to 
«lamentation ; and is not the celibacy of 
«an ancient virgin an example of this 
« truth? 

« We feel the full force of this queſtion ; 
© and imagination ſets before us, what the 
« world exhibits daily to many a ſpectator, 
* a diſconſolate maiden, the daughter of 
an opulent father, yet accidentally de- 
* prived of all her fair proſpects, all her 

N 3 « tendereſt 
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cc tendereſt connections, and deſtitute of 
ce fortune in the decline of life. 

ce Shall we ſay to this ſolitary virgin, 
cc © Bewail not your condition; for, if you 
are a good Chriftian, you ſhould be 
ce happy t No! we will not addreſs her 
ee thus; and ſhame on thoſe ill- inſtructed 
« miniſters of Chriſt, who inſult the wretch- 
ce ed with ſuch abrupt and unfeeling admo- 
© nition ! It is our duty to penetrate, with 
te inſinuating tenderneſs, into the painful 
te receſſes of a ſuffering ſpirit, Let us 
ce gently ſearch into the natural train of 
ce thought, which depreſſes the unfortunate 
ce virgin, and purſue that line of conſola- 
te tion, which the preſent turn of her own 
« mind may effectually ſuggeſt !—By what 
ce is ſhe depreſſed? By the contraſt, which 
«© memory preſents to her, between the gay 
« feſtivity of her early days, and the neglect 


cc and ſolitude to which ſhe is now re- 


ce duced; by the compariſon, which ima- 
e gination ſuggeſts to her, between her 
* own deſolate condition, and the different 
« deſtiny 
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te deſtiny of thoſe female companions of 


« her youth, who were ſo fortunate as to 
ee marry. Let us follow this clue, and it 


e may enable us to lead the dejected ſufferer 


« from the labyrinth of perplexed and 
te gloomy thoughts into light and peace! 
e Let us firſt indulge and humour the me- 
« Jancholy of her ſpirit ! let us allow the 


_« ſeeming ſeverity of her lot! let us ſay 


ce to her, You have, indeed, been unjuſtly 
© gyerlooked by men, who have pitched 
© upon companions leſs attractive, and 
« have ſhared their wealth and ſplendor 
« with partners far leſs deſerving : but be- 
te fore you eſtimate their ſuppoſed felicity, 
* examine the real ſtate of thoſe aſſociates 


« of your youth, whom marriage has placed 


« in a condition ſo different from your 
e own !—Let us try the firſt, —She is a 
ce woman of rank, of opulence, of gaiety; 
« but her innocence was undermined by 
© the ſuppoſed conſtituents of her viſionary 
« happineſs ; and your heart is too pure to 
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te envy pleaſures debaſed by infamy or 
ce loaded with remorſe. 
« Let us proceed to a ſecond. —Behold 


e a woman, whom nature and education 
ce had rendered a lovely compound of vi- 


ce vacity and virtue! She was wedded to 


© the man of her choice, with the ſanction 


« of her delighted parents, The figure, 
« the reputation, and the fortune of her 
ce huſband, made her the envy of all her 
te fair ſingle friends: but alas! could they 


te have read her deſtiny, ſhe would have 


« excited only compaſſion ; for ſhe ſoon 
te found, that the pleaſing manners, the 
tc enchanting talents, and the bright ſem- 
te blance of integrity, in the man whom 
F< ſhe fondly thought all perfection, covered 
te a mind corrupted by licentious pleaſure, 


«and a heart that could only counterfeit, 
© for a very ſhort period, all the generous 


te characteriſtics of genuine love. His paſ- 
« ſion was extinguiſhed by a few weeks 


e poſſeſſion ; and ſhe then experienced, in 
_ return 


OLD MAIDS. 185 


ee return for real and anxious affection, mor- 
« tifying neglect, contemptuous ſarcaſm, 
« and perpetual infidelity. His vices ſoon 
« produced their natural effect, the ruin of 
« his fortune, his temper, and his health. 
« Haunted by every painful recollection, 
« he now vainly tries to drown, in deeper 
« intemperance, all ideas of his miſery ; 


: while the innocent and ſtill lovely victim 


« of his various crimes, ſurrounded by in- 
« digent and deſerted children, looks up 
« to thoſe, her former companions, who 
have remain unmarried, as the moſt 
* enviable of human beings. 
« But let us paſs on to a third, md a 
© much happier example of married life.— 
« Here, indeed, as you truly obſerve, here 
ce we find every circumſtance of character 
©and condition, that is juſtly entitled to 
* the name of fortunate, In this .perſon 
« we may behold the beloved wife of an 
© affectionate and a ſenſible huſband ; the 
e healthy and opulent mother of a nume- 
f rous and lovely offspring. She has a 
cc heart 
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ce heart and ſpirit to reliſh happineſs, and 


_ « ſhe is ſurrounded by every thing that is 
* likely to give and to encreaſe it. Her 


e condition is, in truth, oppoſite to that of 
« the elderly, indigent, and ſolitary mai- 
ce den.— But let us take a nearer view of 
« this fortunate perſonage ! let us viſit the 
© manſion of felicity Where is the gaiety 
« that ſhould ſurround it — Good Hea- 
« yens! what evil has befallen it ?—All 
« is diforder and diſtreſs. — Miſchance 
« has happened to one of the young and 
« favourite branches of this flouriſhing 


< houſe.—It is the cry of the diſtracted 


« mother over her darling, torn from her 


« by a calamitous death.—Let us retire ! for 
* her we cannot comfort Her grief can be 


< alleviated only by that Almighty Power, 


« who has permitted it to be inflicted. 
« But we have received our leſſon in the 


* piercing ſound of her diſtreſs. A ſingle 


C ſhriek of the mother, on the expiration of 
© her child, ought to drown for ever all the 


« petty murmuring of maidenly diſcontent. 


ce Let 
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« Let it not be ſaid, that ſuch calamities 
« are rare! Who has ever known a nu- 
« merous family unviſited by fickneſs and 
« ſorrow? O! ye conſiderate virgins ! let 
« me lead you to form a true eſtimate of 
« all the good and evil in female life! 
Place, if you pleaſe, to the account of 
ce the wife and mother, all the more intenſe 
«and more lively pleaſures ! but enter 
« fairly, at the ſame time, her anxieties, 
« her terrors, her agonies, both of body 
«and of mind! enter alſo, on your own 
« fide of the account, your exemption 
« from all theſe ! forget not the more cer- 
« tain and quiet enjoyments, which par ti- 
4 cularly belong to your own condition ! 
« Examine the two accounts with ſtrict 
« impartiality, and perhaps you will find, 
« that, in a courſe of years, the balance has 
ce run conſiderably in your favour. 

« But it ſhould not be the ſole buſineſs 
© of a mortal to regard the enjoyments of 
human life; a concern more important 
* demands the attention of us all; I mean, 

8 c q the 
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« the preparation for death. It is hardly 
e poſſible, that the virgin can be properly 


ec prepared for this nevicble hour, who has - 


<« reached the latter end of a long life in the 
c habit of murmuring at her own lot, and 
* thereby condemning the diſpenſations of 
that God, in whoſe preſence ſhe is ſo 
c ſoon to appear. But, on the other hand 
the ancient maiden, who has ſupported 
* the neglect and injuſtice of mankind 


© with pious reſignation and content, has 
© fuch advantages over the married woman, 


er in the aweful and important cloſe of hu- 
man exiſtence, as more than repays her 
« for any ſuppoſed or real inferiority in the 
« point of worldly enjoyments. Let us 
* purſue this idea! it leads us to intereſt- 


© ing contemplation. Circumſtances that 


i attend the dying, of every ſtation, are par- 
« ticularly deſerving of our notice; be- 
© cauſe, however different the degrees and 
« faſhions of our lives, in the act of death 


« we muſt all reſemble each other. It is 


*a trial univerſally endured, though va- 


cc riouſſy 
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© riouſly ſuſtained. Let me then conduct 
« you, my ſiſters, to two ſcenes of this 
« kind, different from each other, yet both 
« affecting and inſtructive Let us firlt 
« approach, and conſider the death-bed of 
«the Wite !\—Behold a woman of virtue 
« and of piety ! behold her, after many bleſ- 
« ſings thankfully received, and many du- 
« ties faithfully diſcharged, behold her de- 
« youtly haſtening to her heavenly reward! 
See! though her frame is ſhattered, her 
« mind is till ſedate !—yet ſee with what 
« tender anguiſh ſhe takes leave of an af- 
« flited* huſband, who has been her fond 
« and faithful guide in the paths of inno- 
© cence and religion !—obſerve how her 
« fortitude is ſhaken, by reading in his 
« features a vehemence of diſtreſs burſting 


« through the kind maſk of reſignation, 


« which, in pity to her ſufferings, he vaialy 


« labours to wear! | 

« Yet even this is not her ſevereſt trial: 
« as her life is haſtening to its cloſe, ſhe 
« yields to a parental and irreſiſtible de- 


« ire; 
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te fire; ſhe calls for her children, to fold 
ce them for the laſt time to her boſom.— 


«© Good Heavens! what a ſcene !—-0O God! 


ec releaſe her, for ſhe has loſt the firmneſs of 


te piety itſelf—her ſoul, engroſſed by the 


« wants and forrows of theſe little inno- 
« cents, and by a dreadful idea of what 
« they may ſuffer, ſhould their father alſo 
« be taken from them her diſtracted ſou] 
« pays no longer 1ts juſt obedience to the 
« ſummons of her Maker !— Yet thou art 
© not offended, Almighty Parent! for there 
© are weakneſſes peculiarly entitled to thy 
© mercy ; and ſuch are the fond exceſſes of 
« a maternal heart, to which thou haſt al- 


L Jotted the extremes of delight and agony. 


« Let us turn from this heart-rending 
ce ſcene, to one, though equally aweful, yet 
« much leſs afflicting! Let us approach 
« the death-bed of the Ancient Maiden '!—. 
« Behold a woman, not endued with a 


«© more cultivated underftanding, or with 


« more habitual piety, than the dying mo- 
Ather whom we have juſt beheld ! but 


cc Ot 


O] with what a different frame of mind 
« and heart does the preſent expiring mor- 
« tal ſupport the moſt ſtriking, if not 
« the moſt important, of human trials! 
« Obſerve with what ſerenity ſhe contem- 
te plates the viſible approach of that de- 
te ſtroying power, who has been called the 


« King of Terrors! — She has led a life of 


© innocence and content; but her foul is 
« not rivetted to earth by thoſe earthly 
« fetters, which, in the preceding inſtance, 
« the twin ſeraphs, Hope and Faith, were 
« hardly able to unlock. Here religion 
« operates without a check. This elderly, 
cc expiring virgin has, indeed, her tender 
« attachments to relinquiſh ; but ſhe bids 


adieu to her friends with the placid air of 


one who is ſetting forth on a long- 
© wiſhed-tor journey. She does not hurry 
« from the world with the over-heated 
« enthuſiaſm of Romiſh nuns, who call 
© themſelves, with an unbecoming famili- 
Earity and fervour of language, the ſpouſes 
* of their God.—-No! ſhe contemplates 
* che 
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ec the gracious promiſes of her Redeemer 


te with the humble confidence of a faithful 


<< and affectionate ſervant. She prepares 


* to meet him with the meek obedience of 
« tender humanity and unperverted reaſon, 
« willing to quit a world, where ſhe has 
« been frequently wronged and neglected, 


ce to enter thoſe bleſſed regions where 


© negle& or injuſtice can never be ad- 
cc mitted. 
O] my ſiſters, what is the leſſon that 


ee theſe contraſted ſcenes may ſuggeſt to 
«us? Is it not this? that every good and 


ce wife virgin of advanced life, inſtead of 
* ſinking into the Jewiſh folly of bewail- 
te ing her virginity, ſhould regard it as a 
de paſſport from Providence, which may 


© have conducted her through a vexatious 


ce world, exempt from many of its ſevereſt 
© troubles; and which may at laſt enable 
« her to paſs the gates of death, not with 
cc reluctant anguiſh, but with rational com- 
© poſure and devout exultation.— To crown 


* all our —— and conflicts by an 
CC end 


cc E 


cc 
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tt end ſo happy, is a deſtiny that the pureſt 
« and happieſt of human characters might 
te eſteem; perhaps, the moſt deſirable of 
ec bleſſings ; and to this, my beloved ſiſters, 
te may the God of purity conduct us all !— 
te Amen.“ 


In deſcending from the pulpit I obſerved, 
with an honeſt pride, the effect of my diſ- 
courſe in the features of the ſiſterhood. 
Several of them preſſed around me to ut- 
ter their compliments on the occaſion ; 
while others contrived to compliment their 
preacher in a manner ſtill more engaging, by 
diſcovering to me, without affectation, the 
traces of thoſe ſubſiding tears, which I had 


drawn from my tender audience, not by the 


real excellence of my ſermon, but by the 


cordial fervour and apparent ſincerity of 


my zeal. In truth, I had preached to them 
from the bottom of a feeling and benevo- 
lent heart; and I had raiſed fo forcibly 
before my own eyes the ſucceſſive images 
which I preſented to them, that, in deliver- 
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ing my ſermon, I was myſelf affected even 
to tears, and obliged to pauſe, more than 
once, to recover the powers of my ſuſpended 
voice. — The lady Seraphina, who ſpoke to 
me, as preſident, in the name of the com- 
munity, had begun to honour me with a 
very delicate encomium, but checked her- 
ſelf on a ſudden; and, obſerving that I had 
exhauſted myſelf to ſuch a degree that I 
was ready to faint, ſhe haſtily difpatched the 
good Meleſinda for a glaſs of hartſhorn and 
water. I was ſtill within the chapel ; for, 
percetving myſelf in ſome danger of falling, 
I had ſupported my weak and emaciated 
body againſt a pillar. The compaſſionate 
lady abbeſs held one of my hands, which 
anſwered the honeſt preſſure of her gene- 
rous anxiety, Her favourite Fuſcina con- 
tinued, by her direction, to chafe my tem- 


ples till the hartſhorn arrived. I drank it 
with ſome difficulty, and, regaining a little 


portion of ſtrength, I ſaid to my charitable 
aſſiſtants, in a feeble and broken voice, 


« Be not alarmed, my good liſters } you 
0 {ee 
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« ſee before you a frail and feveriſh mor- 
« tal, whoſe trembling nerves have but too 
ee often refuſed to ſecond and ſupport the 
© honeſt ardour of his ſoul. Accept, how- 
. ever, my good intention, and allow me 
ce to live and die in your ſervice!” The 
attentive lady abbeſs endeavoured to raiſe 
and comfort me with the moſt friendly and 
endea ring expreſſions. She now conducted 
me, in the tendereſt manner, into her own _ 
private apartment. She ſeated me on a_ 
moſt comfortable ſopha, that filled a large 
receſs in an elegant and ſpaciqus parlour. 
The room was decorated with many beautiful 
works, both of the needle and the pencil; 
but alas ! I was unable to contemplate their 
reſpective beauties, for the ſhades of death 
appeared now to be gathering very faſt around 
me. The kind ſolicitude of Seraphina re- 
doubled: ſhe - diſcovered the moſt fervent 
deſire to reſtore my health. © Excellent 
ce lady!” I exclaimed, with all the little 
voice that I could raiſe, © diſquiet not thy 
* tender boſom with a vain expectation !—T 
92 . © perceive 
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te perceive that my laſt moment is near, 
« and I ought not to regret it, ſince I have 
ce obtained and enjoyed the great object of 
* my ambition, the affectionate favour of 
ce your ſiſterhood. Yet there is one thing 


e that I have ſtill to wiſh, and you alone 


© can indulge me. O name it! name 


ce jt!” ſaid the tender abbeſs, preſſing. my 


cold hand, and wetting it with her tears. 
« Yes, madam,” I replied, I will lay 


ce before you all the little weakneſſes of a 
te heart that has much to hope, and little to 


ce fear from a being ſo benevolent and 
ce gentle as you are. I am a vain creature; 
« but your tenderneſs will call my vanity a 
virtue. Indeed I. covet. not the moſt 
« envied diſtinction; I ſigh not for pre- 


e eminence in learning, genius, or wit: 


« yet, I confeſs to you, I wiſh with great 
« feryour to attract the notice of poſterity ; 
« I wiſh, that as long as my name endures, 


< it may be honoured with the affectionate 


* remembrance of my fellow- creatures, 


and particularly with the tender eſteem 
| * of: 
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of your - ſiſterhood.” — © It muſt, it 
« muſt,” ſaid the good abbeſs, ſobbing.— 


«O!” replied I, enfolding one of her 


hands within mine, “ ſecure to me this de- 


« lightful diſtinction! you have the power 


* of doing ſo: give me your promiſe, that 
« ] ſhall be buried in your chapel, under 


« a ſimple ſlab of white marble, with this 
fc 1 | ; 


« Here lies 


cc 


- 4 


« The Friend and Paſtor + 
« of Old Maids.” 


The kind abbeſs aſſented, and I thus con- 


tinued :—<I have yet another requeſt : 

< pray forgive the whimſies of a fond, and, 
© perhaps, fooliſh old man! — I conjure 
ce you, let me not be removed from this 
te chamber, till the day of my interment !— 


e place me in my coffin juſt as I am, in 


2 this my paſtoral habit! and, as I confeſs 
O3 6 « T have 
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I have a ſecret horror of being buried 
« alive, pray let ſome of your good ſiſters 
ce be ſo charitable as to watch my body, 
during nine days at leaſt, after my de- 
* 
The tender Seraphina continued to ſig- 
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nify her perfect acquieſcence in all my he 


fires; not by diſtinct words, indeed, but a 
ſeries of the moſt expreſſive and endearing 
geſtures, - Enough! enough!“ I ex- 
claimed, in a ſepulchral tone ; and, beſtow- 
ing upon her a benediction but half articu- - 
lated, I with difficulty raiſed her unreſiſting 
hand to my clammy lips, then gently laid it 
on my own throbbing heart, and, having 
ſqueezed it againft my boſom in a ſtrong 
convulſive preſſure, expired. 
My ſpirit, however, remained fluttering 
and inviſible in the chamber, and inen 
to contemplate, with a ſort of ſeraphic 
pride, the chaſte, weeping abbeſs, and my 
own lifeleſs body. The excellent Sera- 
Phina would not quit the corpſe for a ſingle 
moment, till ſhe was thoroughly perſuaded 
that 
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that the breath of the lamented paſtor was 
departed from him for ever. She then 
gave ſuch orders as were neceſſary for the li- 
teral accompliſhment of my requeſt, She 
permitted ſelect parties of the kind and cu- 
rious ſiſterhood ta enter the apartment by 
turns, and indulge themſelves in contem- 
plating the countenance of their departed 
friend. My ſpirit was highly flattered and 
entertained by their various comments upon 
it, and by their many quick viciſſitudes of 
maidenly curioſity and regret. At length 
a ſimple but elegant coffin was brought 
to the ſopha on which I died. The body, 
without any change of dreſs, was depoſited 
within it; but the coffin remained open. 
- The admirable lady abbeſs herſelf deter- 
| mined to ſet the community an example of 
tender and generous attachment. She did 
me the unuſual honour of watching the body 
the firſt night, attended by her two favourite 
ſiſters. In the evening of the ſubſequent 
day, it kappened that Meleſinda and Fuſ- 


cina were left alone in this office. They 


O0 4 endeavoured 
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endeavoured to amuſe each other by entering 


into a very curious and diverting debate on 
my. character and conſtitution : but my mo- 
deſty will not allow me to repeat the many 
flattering things which were uttered on this 


occaſion, At laſt, waen they had tho- 


roughly diſcuſſed all my qualities“ I ſin- 
c cerely regret this good man,” faid the 
friendly Fuſcina, © as the world contains 
ce but few ſuch advocates for our fiſterhood : 


ce but don't you think, my dear Meleſinda, 


te that we may ground ſome little hope of 
ce his revival, on his ſingular requeſt of be- 
ce ing attended nine days ?—Suppoſe he 


ee ſhould be only in a trance! — Good 
"© God!” continued the kind-hearted crea- 


ture, 661 would give the world to reſtore 

ce hien. 7 
As ſhe uttered theſe words, the caſt a 
piercing eye on my countenance, and, wet- 
ting the tip of her fingers with a little bot- 
tle of lavender-water, which ſhe held in her 
left hand, ſhe began to rub my temples with 
an eager anxiety, yet with ſome degree of 
that 
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that awe and trepidation which the dead are 
apt to inſpire. 

In a few moments he exclaimed, 
te Look ! look ! my dear Meleſinda ! am I 
te miſtaken ? or may we not perceive a little 
« dawn of colour on his cheek ?” Her 
benevolent heart beat high with expecta- 
tion; and, ſeizing my hand, ſhe ſaid aloud, 
with the commanding, ecſtatic air of a bene- 
ficent enchantreſs —© O thou gentle paſ- 
* tor, revive, and hve for ever ! not only 
te for us, but for every future Old Maid!“ 
| —She ſeemed to ſpeak with a prophetic 
tranſport; and at the ſame time ſqueezed 

my hand with ſuch forcible preſſure, that I 
awaked with mingled ſenfations of pain and 
exultation. | 

1 looked wiſtfully around, — was ſur- 
priſed to find, inſtead of a kind and honeſt 
old maiden on each ſide of me, St. Baſil's 
Diſcourſe on Virginiry at my left hand, 
and towards the right, an exhauſted bottle 
of port, 

In 
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In the firſt moments that I could clearly 
recolle& all the particulars of my viſion, 
threw them upon paper, and reſolved to 


make them ſerve me as the cloſe of my 


_ elaborate Eſſay, in the hope, that good Old 
Maidens, who are ſaid to delight in viſions, 


may believe, like the honeſt folks in Homer, 


that they deſcend from heaven. 
Whether I am really indebted to my 


good angel, or not, for this unexpected con- 


cluſion of my work, I ſhall now leave the 


candid critics of either ſex to decide.— | 


Frank and gentle ſpirits, who are willing to 
be pleaſed ! let me requeſt and adviſe you to 
conſider this chequered production with 
that uniform good- nature and ſatisfaction, 


which the author has endeavoured to pro- 


mote, and ſincerely wiſhes you to preſerve, 
not only through theſe pages, but in turn- 


ing over every new leaf of your ſeparate lives, 


whatever you may chance to find its con- 
tents ! Let me caution you againſt one poſ- 
fible error in your judgment of this per- 


formance ! Do not, I entreat you, ſuppoſe 
x that 
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that theſe little volumes were written with 
an idle ambition of trying what ſuppoſed 
wit and learning could produce on a ſubject 
not very promiſing !—Do not, I conjure you, 
rank my Eſſay on Old Maids with the fa- 
mous Meditation on a Broomſtick Il flat- 
ter myſelf it 1s far ſuperior to that celebrated 
production in the merits of the aim pro- 
poſed, though not in thoſe of execution. 
I am willing to hope that my deſign will 
be thought to poſſeſs the charm of origina- 
lity; but I cannot preſume to think, that I 
am entitled to any ſuch commendation for 
the conduct of my performance, ſince I 
muſt candidly confeſs, that it bears a very 
ſtriking reſemblance to many other philo- 
ſophical eſſays, by ending in a Dream. 


END OF THE ESSAY. 
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FTER a fruitleſs reſearch of ſome 
years, accident and the kindneſs of a 
friend have put into my hands the rare edi- 
| tion of Hroſwitha, or as ſhe is ſometimes more 
harmonioufly called Roſvida, publiſhed in 
| 1501 by her celebrated brother of Parnaſſus, 
Conradus Celtes ; who had not only the 
honour of being himſelf poet laureat to the 
emperor of Germany, but received from his 
imperial maſter Maximilian I. a diploma 


inveſting him with the privilege of beftowing 


the laurel on-others. It 1s remarkable that 
this diploma bears the date of the very year 
in which Celtes publiſhed the works of our 
dramatic Nun: theſe he addreſſed to his 
patron Frederic the wiſe, Elector of Saxony, 


with a preliminary epiſtle, in which he re- 


lates' his own peregrinations thro' Germany, 
in ſearch of curious manuſcripts. He in- 


forms 
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Roſvida, congratulate themſelves on the 
happy progreſs of refinement, in comparing 
theſe ſacred dramas of the fair Saxon with 
thoſe of a poetical maiden of our time; 
who without wearing the robe of monaſtic 
ſanctity, has given to religious compoſition a 


chaſte elegance and ſpirit, which it was im. 


poſſible for her early predeceſſor to attain: 
yet ſurely the curious comedies of Roſvida 
will not be viewed with contempt by any 
liberal reader, who has the juſtice to reflect, 
that had this fair dmmatiſt of a German 
cloiſter been fortunately born in our age 
and country, ſhe would have proved a 
ſecond Hannah More. 

The edition of Roſvida, by Celtes *, 
which 1s extremely ſcarce, contains her fix 
comedies in proſe, eight religious hiſtories 


There is a more modern edition of this religious 
' dramatiſt, by Leonhardus Schurzfleiſchius ; Wite- 
bergæ, 1707: but this appears to be equally ſcarce, 
as I have not been able to find any copy of 1 it in the 
courle of many years inquiry. 


D 


n 
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in verſe, and a [penny pariegyric on the | 
emperor Odo the firſt, | 
From her comedies I have ſelected two | 
the moſt remarkable. She ſeems to have | 
thought this ſpecies of compoſition required | 
ſome apology from a Nun, which ſhe makes 
with uncommon modeſty and devotion, in 
the following preface, 


The Paxzrace of Rosvipa to her 
Six Cc nedies. 


0 ANY religious perſons are found, 

nor can we perfectly clear our- | 
ſelves from the following 'charge, who J 
prefer the eloquence of polite literature, 
and the vain charms of heathen books, to 
the utility of the ſacred Scriptures, There 
are alſo others attached to holy books, 
who although they deſpiſe other heathen 
compoſitions, yet frequently peruſe the 
fictions of Terence: and while they are 
delighted with the ſweetneſs of his lan- 
Vol. III. P guage, 
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guage, are contaminated by an acquaint- 
ance with his licentfous ſubjects. Where. 
fore 1, the ſpirited voice of Ganderſheim, 
have not refuſed to imitate in writing the 
author, whom others honour by reading; 
that even in the very ſpecies of compoſition, 
which uſed to recite the diſgraceful inde- 
cencies of wanton feſtivity, the laudable 
purity of ſacred virgins might be celebrated 
according to the ability of my inconſiderable 
genius. Yet this makes me often aſhamed 


and covered with a deep bluſh, that impelled 


by the nature of this compoſition, I have 
revolved in my mind, and expreſſed with 
my pen, the deteſtable madneſs of licentious 
lovers, and their wickedly ſweet converſa- 
tion, which can hardly be accommodated 
to our ears. But if, from an exceſs of 
delicacy, I had neglected theſe things, I 
ſhould neither have compleated my purpoſe, 
nor have exhibited ſo fully the praiſe of 
the innocent, according to my power. For 
in proportion as the blandiſhments of mad 


lovers are more ready to ſeduce, the honour 
| of 
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of the Supreme Protector is more ſublime, 


and the victory of the triumphant is proved 


more glorious : eſpecially when feminine 
weakneſs is crowned with conqueſt, and 
manly ſtrength 1s overwhelmed with confu- 
ſion. I doubt not it will be objected by 
ſome, that the poverty of this compoſition 
is much inferior, much more contracted, 
and utterly unlike the author, whom I pro- 
poſed to imitate. I agree to their opinion, 
yet declare to theſe perſons, that on this 
account I cannot juſtly be cenſured, as if 1 
wiſhed to be fraudulently likened to thoſe, 
who have gone far beyond my indolence in 
ſublimer ſcience ; for I have not ſuch arro- 
gance as to preſume to compare myſelf even 
with the laſt diſciples of eminent writers; 
but this is my ſole aim, that although I 
have by no means any ſuitable powers, yet 
with a ſupplant devotion of mind I would 
employ the talent I have received upon the 
Giver. For I have not ſo much ſelf-love, 
that, to avoid reprehenſion, I would ceaſe 
to proclaim the virtue of Chrift, whoſe 

— 


Power 
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power is viſible in the holy, as far as he 


himſelf will enable me. If my devotion 
pleaſes any one, I ſhall rejoice; but if it 


pleaſes no one, either through my weak 


neſs, or the ruſticity of my defective lan- 
guage, yet what I have performed is ſtill 


ſatisfactory to myſelf: becauſe, while in this 
dramatic compoſition 1 ſeriouſly attend to 


the unworthineſs of my own labour, (which 
in ſome other works of my inexperience 
has been devoted to heroic verſe) I abſte- 


miouſly avoid the pain delights of the 


heathen,” 


EPISTOLA 


ZPFENDES 


ROSVITHE, illuſtris mulieris 
Germanz gente Saxonica ortæ in ſex 
comedias ſuas prefatio 1 incipit feliciter. 
Plures inveniuntur catholici, cujus nos 
penitus expurgare nequivimus facti, qui pro 
cultioris facundia ſermonis gentilium vani- 
tatem librorum utilitati preferunt ſacrarum 
ſcripturarum: Sunt etiam alii, ſacris inhe- 
rentes paginis, qui licet alia gentilium 
ſpernant, Therencu tamen figmenta fre- 
quentius lectitant, et dum dulcedine ſermo- 
nis delectantur, nefandarum noticia rerum 
maculantur: Unde ego, clamor validus 
Gandiſhemenſis, non recuſavi illum imitari 
dictando, quem alii colunt legendo ; quo 
eodem dictationis genere, qua turpia laſci- 
varum inceſta feriarum recitabantur, lauda- 
bilis ſacrarum caſtimonja virginum juxta 
mei facultatem ingenioli celebraretur. Hoc 
F 2 ö tamen 
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tamen facit non raro verecundari, gravique 
rubore perfundi, quod, hujuſmodi ſpecie 
dictationis cogente, deteſtabilem illicite 
amantium dementiam, et male dulcia collo- 
quia eorum, quæ nec noſtro auditui pro- 
mittuntur accommodari, dictando mente 
tractavi, et ſtili officio deſignavi: ſed ſi hæc 
erubeſcendo negligerem, nec propoſito 
fatisfacerem, nec innocentium laudem adeo 
plene juxta meum poſſe exponerem; quia 
quanto blanditiæ amantium ad illiciendum 


promptiores, tanto et ſuperni adjutoris 


gloria ſublimior; et triumphantium victoria 
probatur glorioſior: præſertim cum foemi- 
nea fragilitas vinceret, et virilis robur con- 
fuſioni ſubjaceret. Non enim dubito mihi 
ab aliquibus objeci, quod hujus vilitas dic- 
tationis multo inferior, multo contractior, 
penituſque diſſimilis ejus, quem propone- 
bam imitari: eorum concedo ſententiis : 
ipſis tamen denuntio, me in hoc jure repre- 
hendi non poſſe, quaſi his vellem abuſive 
aſſimilari, qui meam inertiam longe pro- 
ceſſerunt in ſcientia ſublimiqri, Nec enim 

py tantæ 
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tantæ ſum jactantiæ, ut vel extremis me 
preſumam conferre auctorum alumnis ; ſed 
hoc ſolum nitor, ut licet nullatenus valeam 
apte, ſupplici tamen mentis devotione ac- 
ceptum in datorem retorqueam ingenium. 
Ideoque non ſum adeo amatrix mei, ut pro 
vitanda reprehenſione Chriſti, qui in ſanctis 
operatur, virtutem, quocunque ipſe dabit 
poſſe, ceſſem predicare. Si enim alicui 
placet mea devotio; gaudebo; ſi autem, 
vel pro mei abjectione, vel pro vitioſi ſer- 
monis ruſticitate, nulli placet; memetipſam 
tamen juvat quod feci; quia dum proprii 
vilitatem laboris (in aliis meæ inſcientiæ 
opuſculis heroico ligatam ſtrophio) in hac 
dramatica junctura ſerie colo pernicioſas gen- 
tilium delicias abſtinendo devito. 
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DULCICIUS. 


ARGUMENTUM in DuLC1crv ir. 


Paſſio ſanctarum virginum Agapis, Chioniz, et Hy- 
renæ; quas ſub nocturno filentio Dulcicius præſes 
clam adiit, cupiens earum amplexibus ſaturari: ſed 
mox ut intravit, mente captus, ollas et ſartagines 
pro virginibus amplectendo oſculabatur, donec fa- 
cies et veſtis horribili nigredine inficiebantur, 
Deinde Sicinnio comiti juſſu per puniendas virgines 
ceſſit qui etiam miris modis illuſu tandem Aga- 

pem et Chioniam concremari, et Hyrenam juſlit 
perfodi. 


INTERLOCUTORES. 


5 D1oCLESIANUS, 
 AGcapts. 
CHITIONIA. 
HyRENA. 

Dur crerus. 
SISINNIUS, 

MrLIrES. 


SCENA 
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SCENA PRIMA. 
* Aezapes, Chionia, Hyrena. 


Dioct 20. JBARENTEL@Z claritas, ingenu- 

itas, veſtrumque ſerenitas pul- 
chritudinis, exegit vos nuptiali lege primis 1n 
palatio copulari : quod noſtri juſſu annuerit 
fieri, fi Chriſtum negare, W con diis ſacri- 
ficia velitis ferre. 

Agap. Eſto ſecurus curarum, nec te gravet 
noſtrarum preparatio nuptiarum, quia nec 
ad negationem confitendi nominis, nec ad 
corruptionem integritatis ullis rebus com- 
pelli poterimus. 


Diocle/. Quid ſibi vult iſta, quæ vos 
agitat fatuitas ? 


Agap. Quod ſignum fatuicatis nobis ineſſe 
deprehendis ? 

Diocigſ. Evidens, magnumque. 

Agap. In quo? 

Diocle. In hoc precipue ; quod relicta 
yetuſtæ obſervantia religionis, inutilem 
| Chriſtiane 
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Chriſtianæ novitatem ſequimini ſuperſti- 
tionis. | 
Agap. Temere calumniaris ſtatum Dei 
omnipotentis— periculum ! 

Diocle/. Cujus? 

Agap. Tui reique publice quam gu- 
bernas. 

Diocieſ. Iſta inſanit; amoveatur! 
Cbion. Mea germana non inſanit, ſed 
tuĩ ſtultitiam juſte reprehendit. 


Dioclęſ. Iſta inclementius bacchatur: unde 2 
noſtris conſpectibus æque ſubtrahatur! et "| 


tertia diſcutiatur! 

Mren. Tertiam rebellem, * penitus 
comprobabis renitentem. 

Diocleſ. Hyrena cum ſis minor tate, ſito 
major dignitate. 

Hyren. Oſtende, quæſo, quo pacto ! 

Diecleſ. Flecte cervicem dus, et eſto ſo- 
roribus exemplum correctionis, et cauſa 
liberationis. | 

Hyren. Conquiniſcant idolis, qui velint 
incurrere iram celſi tonantis ; ego quidem 

pu regali unguento n. non de- 

3 honeſtabo 


te. 
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honeſtabo pedibus ſimulacrorum ſubmit- 
tendo. 
Diocle/. Cultura deorum non adducit de- 
honeſtatem, ſed præcipuum honorem. 
Hren. Et que inhoneſtas turpior, que 
turpitudo major, quam ſervos venerari ut 
dominos ? 


Diaclef. Non ſuadeo tibi venerari ſervos, 


{ed dominum, principumque deos. 
Hyren. Nonne is eſt cujuſvis ſervus, qui 


ab artifice pretio comparatur, ut empti- 


tius? | 
Diecle. Hujus preſumptio verboſitatis 
tollenda eſt ſuppliciis. 

Hyren. Hoc optamus, hoc amplectimur, 
ut per Chriſti amorem ſuppliciis laceremur. 

Diocleſ. Iſtæ contumaces, noſtriſque de- 
cretis contraluctantes catenis irrecientur ; 
et ad examen Dulcicii preſulis ſub carcerali 
ſqualore ſeryentur ! 


—— r ¶ ˙ . ¶ . ]ꝗ X. ] e ̃«˙ iQ ² 2 
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SCENA SECUNDA. 
| Dulcicius, Milites. 


Dulcic. Producite, Milites, an 
quas tenetis in carcere! 
Mili. Ecce quas vocaſti! 
Dul. Papz! quam pulcræ, quam ve- 
nuſtz, quam egregiz puellulz ! 
Mili. Profecto decoræ. 
Dul. Captus ſum illarum ſpecie. 
Mili. Credibile. | Ip = 
Dul. Exeſtuo illas ad mei amorem tra- 


here. 
Mili. Diffidimus te 8 


Dul. Quare? | au 
Mili. Quia ſtabiles fide. 

| Dal. Quid fi fuadeam blandimentis ? . eg 
Mili. Contemnunt. bu 


Dul. Quid ſi terream ſuppliciis? 
Mili. Parvi pendunt. | 
Dul. Et quid fiet ? 
Mili, Precogita. | oa 
| Dul. 
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Dul. Ponite illas in cuſtodia in interio- 
rem officinæ ædem; in cujus proaulio mi- 
niſtrorum ſervantur vaſa. 

Mili. Ad quid eo loci? 

Dul. Quo a me ſepiuſcule poſſint videri. 

Mili. Ut jubes. 
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SCENA, TE 


Dulcicius, Milites. 


— 


Dul. Quid agunt e ſub hoc noctis 
tempore? 

Mili. Vacant hymnis. 

Dul. Accedamus propius ! 

Mili. Tinnulæ ſonitum vocis a longe 
audimus. 
Dul. Obſervate pro foribus cum lucernis: 
ego autem intrabo, et vel optatis a rat 
bus me ſaturabo. 

Mili. Intra !—preſtolabimur. 


SCENA 
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SCENA QUATUOR, 
Agapes, Chionia, Hyrena. 


Agap. Quid ſtrepit pre foribus ? 
_ Hhr. Infelix Dulcicivs ingreditur. 

Chion. Deus nos tueatur ! 

Agap. Amen. 

Chion. Quid ſibi vult colliſi 10 enn, 
caccaborum et ſartaginum? 

Hr. Luſtrabo. Accedite quæſo per 
rimulas proſpicite. 

ap. Quid eſt ? 

Hyr. Ecce iſte ſtultus, mente ; alienatus 
eſtimat ſe uti noſtris amplexibus. 

Agap. Quid facit ? : 

r. Nunc ollas molli foyer gremio, 
nunc ſartagines et caccabos amplectitur, 
mitia libans oſcula!a 

Chion. Ridiculum |! 

Hr. Nam facies, manus, ac veſtimenta, 
adeo ſordida, adeo coinquinata, ut nigredo 
7 x qua 


Ve 
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quæ inheſit ſimilitudinem Ethiopis expri- 
mat. 

Agap. Decet ut talis appareat corpore, 
qualis a diabolo poſſidetur in mente. 

Hyr. En parat egredi ! intendamus quid 
illo egrediente agant milites pro foribus 


expectantes, 


SCENA , QUINTA. 
Milites, Dulcicius. 


Mili, Quis hic egreditur demoniacus, 
vel magis ipſe diabolus ?—fugiamus! 

Dul. Milites, quo fugitis 2 ſtate, ex- 
pectate, ducite me cum lucernis ad cubile. 

Mili. Vox ſenioris noſtri, ſed imago dia- 
boli ! Non ſubſiſtamus, ſed fugam mature- 
mus; fantaſma vult nos peſſundare. 

Dul. Ad palatium ibo; et quam ab- 
jectionem patior principibus vulgabo. 
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SCENA SEXTA. 


Dulcicius, Hoſtiarii. 


Dul. Hoſtiarii, introducite me in pala- 


tium, quia ad imperatorem habeo ſecretum. 
Heftiar. Quid hoc vile ac deteſtabile 


monſtrum, ſciſſiſque nigellis paniculis obſi- 
tum ! pugnis tundamus; de gradu precipi- 
temus; nec ultra huc detur liber ac- 


ceſſus. | 
Dull. Vz! Ve! quid contigit ? nonne 
ſplendiſſimis veſtibus indutus, totoque cor- 


pore videor nitidus? et quicunque me 


aſpicit velut horribile monſtrum faſtidir. 
Ad conjugem revertar, quo ab illa quid 
erga me actum fic experiar.— En ſolutis 


crinibus egredicur, omniſque domus lacrimis 


perſequitur. | | 
Conjux. Hey! heu mi ſenior Dulciti! 


quid pateris? non es ſanæ mentis. Factus es 


in deriſum Chriſticolis. 


Dull. 
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Dul. Nunc tandem ſentio me illuſum 
illarum maleficlis. > = ol 
Conjux. Hoc me vehementer confudit, 
hoc præcipue contriſtavit, quod quid . 
baris ignoraſti. | 
Dul. Mando ut laſcive præſententur pu- 
ellæ, et abſtractis veſtibus publice denuden- 
tur: quo verſa vice, quod noſtra poſſint 
ludibria, experiantur. favs; int \ 
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SCENA SEPTIMA. 


Milites. 
1 . | | | . | | | 1 
Mili. Fruſtra ſudamus, invanum labora- i 
vimus. Ecce veſtimenta virgineis corpori- | 
bus inherent, velut coria. Sed et ipſe, qui | 


nos ad expoliandum urgebat, præſes, ſtertit 
ſedendo; nec ullatenus excitari poteſt a 
ſomno. Ad imperatorem adeamus, iplique 
rerum que geruntur propalemus. 
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SCENA OCTAVA. 
Dioclgſianiss. 
Dioclęſ.. Doleo nimium, quod preſidem 


Dulcicium audio adeo alluſum, adeo ex- 


probatum, adeo calumniatum. Sed ne 
viles mulierculæ jactent ſe impune noſtris 


diis, Deorumque cultoribus illudere; Siſin- 


nium comitem dirigam ad ultionem exer. 
cendam. 


SCENA NON A. 

SHinnius, Milites, Agapes, Chionia. 
$7 Arn. O Milites ! ubi ſunt laſcivæ, que 

torqueri debent puellz ? 
Mili. Affliguntur in carcere. 

Sinn. Hyrenam reſervate, et reliquas 
producite ! 

Mili. Cur unam excipis? 

Sifun. Parcens infantiz : forte facilius 
convertetur, fi ſororum preſentia non ter- 
rebitur. 


M Ita: preſto ſunt quas juſſiſti. 
Id | Sinn. 
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Sinn. Prebete aſſenſum, Agapes, et 
Chionia, meis canſiliis! 

Agap. Si prebebimus? 

Si/mn. Ferte libamina diis! 
Vers et æterno Patri, ejuſque 
coeterno Filio, ſanctoque amborum Para- 
cleto, ſacrificium laudis ſine intérmiſſione 
libamus. 

Sn. Hoc vobis non ſuadeo, ſed pœnis 
prohibeo. 

Agap. Non prohibebis, nec unquam ſa- 
crificabimus demoniis. 

Sinn. Deponite duritiam -cordis, et ſa- 
crificate ; fin autem, faciam vos interfectum 
iri juxta præceptum imperatoris Diocle- 
ſiani. 

Chion. Decet ut in noſtri necem obtem- 
peres juſſis tui imperatoris, cujus nos de- 
creta contemnere noſcis. Si autem par- 
cendo moram feceris, æquum eſt ut tu 
inter ficiaris. 

Sinn. Non tardetis, Nille non tardetis, 
capere blaſphemas has, et in 9 pro- 
jicite vivas. | 


CE Mili. 
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Mili. Inſtemus conſtruendis rogis; et 


tradamus illas bachantibus flammis, quo 
finem demus conviciis. | 
Agap. Non tibi, Domine, non tibi hc 
potentia inſolita; ut ignis vim virtutis ſuæ 
obliviſcatur, tibi obtemperando. Sed tædet 
nos morarum: ideo rogamus ſolvi retina- 
cula animarum; quo extinctis corporibus 
tecum plaudent in æthere noſtri ſpiritus. 


SCENA DECIMA, 
Milites, Siſinnius, Hyrena. 


Mili. O novum, O ſtupendum miracu- 
lum! Ecce anime egreſſæ ſunt corpora, et 
nulla læſionis reperiuntur veſtigia. Sed nec 
capilli nec veſtimenta ab 1 igne ſunt ambuſta, 
quo minus corpora. 
Sifim. Proferte Hyrenam. 
Mili. Etiam. | 
Sinn. Pertimeſce, Hyrena, necem foro- 
rum; et cave perire exemplo earum. 
Hyr. Po exemplum earum moriendo 
equi 
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ſequi, quo merear cum his æternaliter læ- 
tart. 5 

Sim. Cede, cede meæ ſuaſioni. 

Hr. Haud cedam facinus ſuadenti. 
Sinn. Si non ceſſeris, non citum tibi 
præſtabo exitum ; ſed differam, et nova 
indies ſupplicta multiplicabo. 

Hyr. Quanto acrius torqueor, tanto glo- 
rioſius exaltabor. 

Siſinn. Supplicia non metuis! admovebo 
quod horreſces. 

Hr. Quicquid irrogabis adverſi, evadam 
juvamine Chriſti. 

Siſinn. Faciam te ad lupanar duci, cor- 
puſque tuum turpiter coinquinari. 

Hr. Melius eſt ut corpus quibuſcunque 
injuriis maculetur, quam anima idolis pol- 
Juacur. 

Ann. Si ſocia eris meretricum, non 
poteris polluta ultra intra ontubernium 
computari virginum. 

Hyr. Voluptas parit pœnam, neceſſitas 
autem coronam: nec dicitur reatus nifi 
«lg conſentit animus. 2b Cf 


Q 3 Sifnn. 
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Sil. Fruſtra parcebam, fruſtra miſere- 
bar hujus infantiæ. 5 


Mili. Preſcivimus: nullatenus ad tibo- 


rum culturam poteſt flecti, nec terrore un- 


quam poteſt frangi. 
Sinn. Non ultra parcam. 
Mili. Rectum. 


Sinn. Capite illam ſine miſcratione ; et 


trahentes cum crudelitate ducite ad lupanar 


ſine honore. 

Mr. Non perducent. 

Sinn. Quis prohibere poteſt: ? 

Hyr. Qui mundum fua aa regit. 
_ Sifann,, Probabo. 

Mr. Ae citius libito. 


Siſiun. Ne terreamini milites fallacibus 


hujus blaſphemæ preſagiis. 

Mili. Non terremur, ſed tuis precepti 
parcte nitimur.... |: 4. ; 
SCEN A UNDECIMA. 

 Sannius, Milites.. 


Siam, Qui ſunt hi qui nos invadunt ? 


quam ſimiles ſunt militibus quibus Hyre- 


nam 
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nam tradidimus. Ipſi ſunt! — Cur tam 


cito revertimini? quo tenditis tam anheli? 
Mili. Teipſum quærimus. 
Sz inn. Ubi eſt quam traxiſtis? 
Mili. In ſupercilio montis. 
Siſinn. Cujus? 
Mili. Proximi. 


Siſinn. O inſenſati et hebetes ! totiuſque 


rationis incapaces 


Mili. Cur cauſaris? cur voce et vultu 


nobis minaris? 


Sinn. Du vos perdant! 

Mili. Quid in te commiſimus? quam tibi 
injuriam fecimus? quæ tua Jullk tranſgrefli 
ſumus ? 

Sim. Nonne precepi, ut rebellem deo- 
rum ad turpitudinis locum traheretis ? 

Mili. Precepiſti; noſque tuis preceptis 


operam dedimus implendis: ſed ſupervenere 


duo ignoti juvenes aſſerentes ſe ad hoc ex te 
miſſos, ut Hyrenam ad cacumen montis per- 
ducerent. 
Siſinn. Ignorabam. 
Mili. Agnoſcimus. | 
. Sifamn. 
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S1fenn. Quales fuerunt ? 


Mili. Amictu plendidi. vultu l 


reverendi. 

Sifm. Num ſequabimini illos, 

Mili. Sequebamur. 

Sinn. Quid fecerunt ? 

Mili. A dextra levaque Hyrenz ſe loca- 
verunt, et nos huc direxerunt, quo te exitus 
rei non lateret. 
$7 7 im. Reſtat ut aſcenſo equo pergam, 


et qui fuerint, qui nos tam libere run 


perquiram. 1 
Mili. Properemus pariter. 


SCENA DUODECIMA, 
Sifonmius, Milites, Hyrena. 


Sim. Hem! ignoro quid agam; peſ- 
ſundatus ſum maleficiis Chriſticolarum. En 
montem circumeo, et ſemitam aliquoties 
repperiens, nec aſcenſum comprehendere, 
reditum queo repetere. 

Mili. Miris modis omnes illudimur, ni- 


miaque 
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miaque laſſitudine fatigamur. Et fi, inſa- 
num caput! diutius vivere ſuſtines, teipſum 
et nos perdes. 

Sifinn. Quiſquis es, meorum ſtrenue, ex- 
tende arcum, jace ſagittam, Perfode hane 
maleficam. 

Mili. Decet. 

Mr. Infelix erubeſce! teque l 
victum ingemiſce; quia tenellæ infantiam 
virgunculæ abſque armorum apparatu ne- 
quiviſt foperare,/ | 

Sifinn Quicquid dedecoris accidit levius 
tolero, quia te morituram haud dubito. 

Hyr. Hinc mihi quam maxime gauden- 
dum, tibi vero dolendum, quia pro tui ſe- 
veritate malignitatis in tartara damnaberis; 
ego autem, martyrii palmam virginitatiſ- 
que receptura coronam, intrabo æthereum 
#terni regis thalamum Cui eſt honor et 
gloria in fecula ! 


— 


FINIS DULCICII. 


CALLI.- 
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CHLLIMACHUS. 


5 
** * 8 


ARGUMENTUM in CALLIMACHUM, 


Reſuſcitatio Druſianæ et Callimachi, qui eam non ſo- 
lum vivam, ſed etiam præ triſtitia atque excæcati- 
one illiciti amoris in domino mortuam, plus juſto 
amavit; unde morſu ſerpentis male periit. Sed 
precibus Sancti Joannis apoſtoli una cum Druſiana 
reſuſcitatus, in Chriſto eſt renatus. 


INTER ILO CUT OREsS. 


CArLL1MACHUS, 
Arc. 
DRusfAx a. 
Ap RON IcUs. 
SaNcrus JoANNxs. 
FORTUNATUS. 


* 
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SC ENA PRIMA. 


. Callimachus, Amici. 


Call. AU CIS vos, Amici, volo. 
| Utere, quaytum libet, noſtro 

colloquio ! 

Call. Si ægre non 

interim ſequeſtrari alioru 

Amic. Quod tibi 
nobis eſt ſequendum. 

Call. Accedamus in ſecretiora loca, ne 
aliquis ſuperveniens interrumpat dicenda ! 

Amic. Ut libet. 

Call. Anxie, diuque gravem fuſtinui 
dolorem, quem veſtro conſilio relevari 1 
ſpero. 7 

Amic. X#quum eſt ut communicata in- 
vicem compaſſione, patiamur quicquid uni- 
cuique noſtrum vw eventu fortuna 
Ingeratur, : 

Call. O utinam voluiſſetis meam a paſ- 
ſionem compatiendo mecum partiri ! 


ccipitis, malo vos 
a colloquio. 
detur commodum, 


Amis. 
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Amic. Enuclea quid pattaris, et fi res 
exigit, compatiemur : fin autem, animum 
tuum a nequam intentione revocare nite- 


mur. 4 
Call. Amo. 


Amic. Quid ? 
Call. Rem pulcram, rem venuſtam ! 


Amic. Nec in ſolo, nec in omni: idee 
atomum quod amas, per hoc nequimus in- 


telligere. 
Call. Mulierem. 


Amid. Cum mulierem dixeris, omnes 


comprehendis. 
Call. Non omnes zqualiter ſed unam 
ſpecialiter. 


Amic. Quod de ſubjecto dicitur, non niſ 


de ſubjecto aliquo cognoſcitur : unde fi 
velis nos enarithmum agnoſcere dic 5 
uſiam | 
Call. Druſiana. 
Amic. Andronici hujus principis con- 
jugem? . 
Call. Ipſam. 


Amic. Erras ſocie, m lota biſtifirate, 
Call. 
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Call. Inde non curo, fi ipſam ad mei 
amorem attrahere potero. 


Amic. Non poteris. 

Call. Cur diffiditis? 

Amic. Quia rem difficilem petis. 

Call. Num ego primus hujuſmodi rem 


peto? et non multorum ad audendum pro- 
vocatus ſum exemplo ? 
Amic. Intende frater; ea ipſa, quam 


ardes, Sancti Joannis apoſtoli doctrinam 
ſecuta, totam ſe devovit Deo: in tantum 
ut nec ad thorum Andronici Chriſtianiflimi 
viri jam dudum potuit revocari; quo minus 


tuæ conſentiet vanitati. 


Call. Quæſivi a vobis conſolationem, ſed 
incutitis mihi deſperationem. 


Amic. Qui ſimulat fallit, et qui profert 


adulationem vendit veritatem. 
Call. Quia mihi veſtrum auxilium ſub- 
trahitis, ipſam adibo, ejuſque animo mei 


amorem blandimentis perſuadebo. 


Amic. Haud perſuadebis. 
Call. © Quippe vetar fatis.” 
Amic, Experiemur. 


'SCENA 
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SCENA SECUNDA. 


Call:machus, Drufiana. 


Call. Sermo.meus ad te, Druſiana, pre- 
cordialis amor! 
Druſ. Quid mecum velis, Callimache, 
ſermonibus agere vehementer admiror. 
Call. Fi 0 
Druſ. Satis. 
Call. Primum de amore. 
Druſ. Quid, de amore? 
Call. Id ſcilicet quod te præ omnibus 
diligo. | 
Dru. Quæ vis als, queve 
legalis conditio inſtitutionis, compellit te ad 
mei amorem? | 
Call. Tui pulcritudo. 
Druſ. Mea pulcritudo ! 
Call. Immo. 
- Druf. Quid ad te? 
Call. Proh dolor! hactenus parum, ſed 
ſpero, quod attineat poſtmodum. 
Drag. Diſcede, diſcede, leno nefande ! 
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Confundor enim diutius tecum verba miſcere; 


quem ſentio plenum diabolica deceptione. 

Call. Mea Druſiana, ne repellas te 
amantem, tuoque amori cordetenus inhe- 
rentem; ſed impende amori vicem. 

Druf. Lenocinia tua parvi pendo, tuique 
laſciviam faſtidio, ſed teipſum penitus 
ſperno. | 3 

Call. Adhuc non repperi occaſionem 
iraſcendi, quia quid mea in te agat dilectio 
forte erubeſcis fateri. 

Druſ. Nihil aliud, niſi i 

Call. Credo te hanc ſententiam mutatam 
ire. 

Druſ. Non mie pro certo. 

Call. Forte. 

Druf. O inſenſate et amens! cur falleris? 
cur te vacua ſpe illudis? quo pacto, qua 
dementia reris me tuæ cedere nugacitati, 
quæ per multum temporis a TON more 
viri me abſtinui. Fog 

Call. Proh Deum atque homindng adem! 
| ft non conſenſeris, non quieſcam, non de- 
ſiſtam, donec te captionis circumveniam 
inſidiis. 

SCENA 


APPENDIX, 


SCENA TERTIA. 


Druſſana ſola, 


Eh! heu! Domine Jeſu Chriſte ! quid 
prodeſt caſtitatis profeſſionem ſubiifſe, cum 
is amens mea deceptus eſt ſpecie? Intende 
Domine mei timorem, intende quem pa- 
tior dolorem ! ! Quid mihi! quid agendum 
fit ignoro. Si prodidero, civilis per me 
fiet difcordia ; z 1 celavero, inſidiis diabolicis 
ſine te refragari nequeo. Jubeo me in te, 
Chriſte, ocius mori, ne m! in ruinam de- 
licato 3j juveni. 


8CENA QUARTA- 
| Andronicus, Joannes. 


Aa. V mihi infortunato! ex im- 
Ws mortua eſt Druſiana ! - Curro, Sanc- 
tumque-Joannem advoco. | 
Joan. Cur nimium conttiſtaris, Andro- 
nice ? Cur fluunt lacrimæ? 

— nar. 
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2 Heu, heu! Domine ! tædet vitæ 


* Quid pateris e 


Audr. Druſiana tui aſſecla 

Joann, Eſtne hominem exuta? 

Andr. Heu! eſt. 

Jann. Multum diſconvenit ut pro his 
fundantur lacrimæ, quorum animas credi- 
mus lætari in requie. 

Andr. Non dubitem licet quin ut aſſeris 
anima æternaliter lætetur; corpuſque quan- 
doque incorruptum reſuſcitetur: hoc ta- 
men me vehementer exurit, quod ipſa, me 
preſente, mortem ut adveniret optando in- 


vitavit. 


Joann. Agnoſtin”. cauſam * 
Andr. Agnovi, tibique enucleam, fi 


quando ex triſtitia hac convaleſcam. 


Joann. Accedamus, exequiaſque diligenter 
celebremus. | 
Andr. Marmoreum in proximo ſepul- 


crum habetur, in quod funus ponatur : ſer- 


vandique cura ſepulcri Fortunato noſtro 


relinquatur procuratori. 


Vor. III. R Joann. 


242 IE. 


Joann. Decet ut tumuletur honorifice, 
Deus lætificet animam in requie. 


SC ENA QUINTA. 


Callimachus, Fortunatus. 


Call. Quid fiet Fortunate, quia nec morte 
Druſianæ revocari poſſum ab amore. 

Fortun. Miſerabile ! "I 

Call. Pereo niſi me adjuvet tua induſtria, 

Fortun. In quo poſſum adjuvare ? 

Call. In eo; ut vel mortuam me facias 
videre. 

Fortun. Corpus adhuc integrum manet, 
ut reor, quia non languore exeſum ſed levi 
ut experiebare febre eſt ſolutum. 

Call. O! me felicem, ſi nunquam expe- 
rirer ! 

Fortun. Si placabis muneribus, dedam 
Mud tuis uſibus. 

Call. Quæ in præſenti ad manus habeo 
interim accipe ; nec diffidas te multo majors 
accepturum fore. 

Fortun. Eamus cito. 

Call. In me non erit mora. 


SCENA 
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SCENA SEXTA, 


Fortunatus, Callimachus. 


Fortun. Ecce corpus nec facies cadaveroſa, 
nec membra ſunt tabida, utere ut libet. 

Call. O Druſiana! Druſiana ! quo af- 
fectu cordis te colui! qua ſinceritate di- 
lectionis te viſceratenus amplexatus fui ! Et 
tu ſemper ahjeciſti, meis votis contradixiſti; 


nunc in mea ſitum eſt poteſtate quantis libet 


n te velim laceſſere. 
Fortun. At, at horribilis ſerpens vail 


nos. | 
Call. Hei mihi backs cur me dece- 


piſti? cur deteſtabile ſcelus perſuaſiſti? En 
tu morieris ſerpentis vulnere, et ego commo- 
rior præ timore. 


SCENA SEPTIMA. 


Foannes, Andronicus, Deus. 


Jann. Accedamus, Andronice, ad tumu- 
lum Druſianæ, quo animam Chriſto com- 


mendamus prece. 


R 2 Anar. 
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Andr. Hoc decet tui ſanctitatem, ut non 
obliviſcaris in te confidentem. 

Joann. Ecce inviſibilis Deus nobis apparet iÞ 
viſibilis in pulcherrimi ſimilitudine juvenis. 

Andr. Expaveo. 

Joann. Domine Jeſu! cur juxta 1d loci 
dignatus es ſervis tuis manifeſtari ? 

Deus. Propter Druſianam, ejuſque qui jux- 
ra ſepulcrum illius jacet reſuſcitationem appa- 
rui, quia nomen meum in his debet gloriari. 

Andr. Quam ſubito receptus eſt cœlo! 

Joann. Ideo cauſam penitus non intelligo, 

Andr. Maturemus greſſum; forte experi- 
eris in perventione, quod aſſeris te minus 
intelligere. 


SCENA OCTAVA. 
Joannes, Andronicus, Callimachus. 


Joann. In nomine Chriſti, quid eſt hoc quod 

video miraculi? ecce aperto ſepulcro corpus 

| \ Druſianæ foras eſt abjectum, juxta quod ja- 
centduo cadavera amplexu ſerpentis circum- 
flexa. 
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Audr. Conjecto quid ſignificet: is ipſe 


Callimachus Druſianam, dum viveret, illi- 


cite amavit : quod illa ægre ferens in febrem 
præ triſtitia incidit, et mortem, ut adveniret, 
invitavit. 

Joann. Hoc amor caſtitatis coegit. 

Andr. Poſt hujus occaſum, hic amens in- 
felicis languorem amoris, et negati tædium 
conglomerans ſceleris, tabeſcebat animo, 
eoque magis deſiderio æſtuabat. 

Joann, Miſerabile! 

Andr. Non ambigo quin hunc improbum 


ſervum mercede conduceret, quo illi pa- 


trandi occaſionem facinoris preberet. 
Joann, O nefas incomparabile ! 
Andr. Ideo ambo, ut video, morte ſunt 


conſumpti, ne effectum adminiſtrarent ſceleri. 


Joann. Nec injuria. 
Andr. In hoc tamen illud eſt maxime ad- 
mirandum; cur hujus, qui pravum voluit, 


reſuſcitatio, magis quam ejus qui conſenſit, 


divina fit voce prenunciata ; niſi quia forte 
hic, carnali deceptus delectatione, deliquit 
ignorantia, iſte autem ſola malicia. 

7 Joann. 
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Joan. Quanta ſupernus arbiter diſtrictione 
cunctorum facta examinat, quamque æqua 
lance ſingulorum merita penſat, id non ob- 
vium, nec cuiquam explicabile fore poteſt; 
quia divina ſubtilitas judicii longe preterit 
humani ſagacitatem ingenii. 


Andr. Ideo admirando defecimus, quia 


rerum quæ geruntur cauſas, docte inter- 
noſcere nequivimus. 

Joann. Eventus poſt facta, docet perſepe 
rerum diſcrimina. 

Andr. Verum age jam, "FM Joannes, quod 
acturus es! fac ut reſuſcitetur Callimachus, 
quo ſolvatur hujuſmodi ambiguitatis nodus. 

Joann. Reor prius invocato Chriſti no- 
mine anguem perturbandum. Poſt vero 
Callimachum reſuſcitandum. 

Andr. Recte reris, ne ultra lædatur morſu 
ſerpentis. 

Joann. Difcede ab hoc, crudelis _, 
quia ſerviturus eſt Chriſto ! 

Andr. Licet irrationale fit animal, hav 
ſurda tamen aure, quod juſſiſti, obaudivit. 
Joann. Non meæ ſed Chriſti virtuti pa- 
rult. | 


Anar. 
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Andy. Ideo citius dicto evanuit. 

Joann. Deus incircumſcripte et incom- 
prehenſibilis, ſimplex et ineſtimabilis; qui ſo- 
lus es id quod es, qui diverſa duo ſocians ex 
hoc et hoc hominem fingis, eademque diſſo- 
cians unum quod conſtabas reſolvis; jube ut 
reducto halitu disjunctaque compagine rur- 
ſus conliminata Callimachus reſurgat, plenus 
ut fuit, hoc, quo ab omnibus magnificeris, 


qui ſolus miranda operaris. 


Andr. Amen. Ecce vitales auras carpit, 
ſed præ ſtupore adhuc quieſcit. 

Joann, Callimache, ſurge in Chriſti no- 
mine! et utcunque ſe res habeat, confitere, 
quantiſlibet obnoxius fis- viciis proferas, ne 
nos in modico lateat veritas. 

Call. Negare nequeo quin patrandi cauſa 


facinoris acceſſerim; quia infelici languore 


tabeſcebam, nec illiciti æſtum amoris com- 
peſcere poteram. 

Joann. Quæ dementia, quæ inſanis te de- 
cepit! ut caſtis preſumeres fragmentis alicu- 
Jus injuriam conferre dehoneſtatis. 

Call. Propria ſtultitia, hujuſque Fortunati 
fraudulenta deceptio. 

R 4 Joan 


. 
* „ 
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Joann. Num triplici infortunio adeo infelix 

effectus es, ut nefas quod voluiſti perficere 
poſſes ? 

Call. Nullatenus: licet non defuiſſet velle 
poſſibilitas, tamen omnino defuit poſſe. 

Joann. Quo pacto impediebaris? e 

Call Ut primum diſtracto tegmine convi- 
cis temptavi laceſſere corpus exanime; iſte 
Fortunatus, qui fomes mali et incentor extitit 
ſerpentinis perfuſus venenis periit. 

Andr. O factum bene! 

Call. Mihi autem apparuit juvenis aſpectu 
terribilis, qui detectum corpus honorifice 
texit; ex cujus flammea facie candentes in 
buſtum ſcintillæ tranſiliebant, quarum una 
reſiliens mihi in faciem ferebatur, ſimulque 
vox facta eſt dicens “ Callimache morere 
te ut vivas”— his dictis expiravi. 

Joann, Opus cceleſtis gratiæ quæ non de- 
lectatur in impiorum perditione. 
Call. Audiſti miſeriam meæ perditionis, 
hol elongare medelam tuæ miſerationis. 
. Non elongabo. 
Call. Nam nimium confundor, cordetenus 
— 
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contriſtor, anxior, gemo, doleo, ſuper gravi 
impietate mea. 

Joann. Nec immerito: quippe grave de- 
lictum haud leve pœnitudinis expectat reme- 
dium. | 

Call. O utinam reſerarentur ſecreta meo- 
rum viſcerum latibula, quo interim amari- 
tudinem quam patior doloris perſpiceres, et 


dolenti condoleres. 


Joann. Congaudeo hujuſnodi dolori, quia | 
ſentio te ſalubriver contriſtari. 

Call. Tædet me prioris vitæ, tædet delec- 
tationis inique, _ 

Joann. Nec 1 injuria. 

Call. Pœnitet quæ deliqui. 

Joann, Et merito. | 
Call. Diſplicet omne quod feci intantum 
ut nullus amor, nulla voluptas ſit vivendi; 
niſi renatus in Chriſto merear in melius 


tranſmutari. 


Joann. Non dubito quin ſuperna gratia in 

te appareat. 
Call. Ideo ne moreris, ne pigreris laſſum 
erigere, merentem conſolationibus attollere; 
h 1 quo 
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quo tuo monitu, tuo magiſterio, a gentili in 
Chriſtianum, a nugace in caſtum tranſmutatus 
virum, tuoque ducatu ſemitam arripiens ve- 
ritatis, vivam juxta divinæ preconium pro- 
miſſionis. 

Joann. Benedicta ſit unica progenies di- 
vinitatis, idemque particeps noſtræ fragilitatis, 
qui te fili Callimache parcendo occidit et oc- 
cidendo revificavit, quo ſuum plaſma mortis 
ſpecie ab interitu liberaret anime. 

Andr. Res inſolita omnique admiratione 
digna! HT 

Jaun. O Chriſte mundi redemptio, et 
peccatorum propitiatio, qualibus laudum pre- 
coniis te talem celebrem ignoro! expaveo tui 
benignam clementiam, et clementem patien- 
tiam; qui peccantes nunc paterno more tole- 
rando blandiris, nunc juſta ſeveritate caſti- 
gando ad penitentiam cogis. 

Andr. Laus ejus divine pietati ! 

Joann. Quis auderet credere, quiſve pre- 
ſumeret ſperare; ut hunc, quem criminoſis 
intentum viciis mors invenit, et inventum ab- 
ſtulit, tui miſeratio ad vitam excitare, ad veni- 
. A - am 
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am dignaretur reparare? ſit nomen tuum 
ſanctum in ſecula benedictum qui ſolus fa- 
cis ſtupenda mirabilia. 

Andr. Eja! ſancte Joannes, et me conſo- 
lari ne tardes; nam conjugalis amor Druſi- 


anæ meam haud patitur mentem conſiſtere, 


niſi et ipſam quantotius videam reſurrectum 
ire. 

Joann. Druſiana, refalcins te Dominus 
Jeſus Chriſtus. 

Druſ. Laus et honor tibi, Chriſte, qui me 
feciſti reviviſcere ! 

Call. Soſpitatis auctori grates, qui te, mea 
Druſiana, reſurgere dedit in lætitia, quæ gravi 


cum triſtitia die fungebaris extrema. 


Druſ. Decet tui ſanctitatem, venerande 
pater Joannes, ut reſuſcitato Callimacho qui 
me illicite amavit, et hunc reſuſcites, qui 
mei proditor funeris extitit. 

Call. Ne dignum ducas, Chriſti apoſtole, 
hunc proditorem, hunc malefactorem a vin- 
culis mortis abſolvere, qui me decepit, me 
ſeduxit, meque ad audendum horribile faci- 


nus ProFgcavit : 


. Joann. 
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Joann. Non debes illi invidere gratiam 
divine clementiz. 

Call. Non enim eſt dignus reſurrectione, 
qui auctor extitit perditionis alienæ. 

Joann. Lex noſtræ religionis docet, ut ho- 
mo homini dimittat, ſi ipſe a Deo dimitti 
ambiat. 

Andr. Juſtum. 

Joann. Quando etiam Dei unigenitus, idem- 
que virginis primogenitus, qui ſolus innocens, 
ſolus immaculatus, ſolus ſine veterni ſorde 
delicti in mundum venit; omnes ſub gravi 
onere peccati depreſſos invenit. 

Andr. Verum. | 

Joann. Scilicet nullum juſtum, nullum mi- 
ſericordia inveniret dignum: neminem tamen 
ſprevit, neminem ſuæ gratia pietatis priva- 
vit; ſed ſeipſum tradidit ſuique dilectam 
animam pro omnibus poſuit. 

Anar. Si innocens non occideretur, nemo 


Jjuſte liberaretur, 


Joann. Ideo in hominum non delectatur 
perditione, quos ſuo emptos meminit pre- 


tioſo ſanguine. 
Andr. 
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Andr. Gratias illi. 

Joann. Unde aliis Dei gratiam non debe- 
mus invidere, quam ex nullis precedentibus 
meritis in nobis gaudemus abundare. 

Call. Terruiſti me monitu. 

Joann. Ne autem tuis videar reniti votis, 
non ſuſcitetur per me, ſed per Druſianam: 
quia ad hoc implendum a Deo accepit gra- 
tiam. 

Druſ. Divina ſubſtantia que vere et ſingu- 
lariter es ſine materia forma; que hominem 
ad tui imaginem plaſmaſti, et plaſmato ſpi- 
raculum vitæ inſpiraſti ; jube materiale cor- 
pus Fortunati, reducto calore, in viventem 
animam iterum reformari: quo trina noſtri 
reſuſcitatio tibi in laudem nn Trinitas 
veneranda 

Joann. Amen. 

Druſ. Expergiſcere Fortunate ! et juſſu 
Chriſti, retinacula mortis-diſrumpe. 

Fortun. Quis me apprehenſa manu erexit? 
Quis vocem ut reſurgerem dedit? 

Joann. Druſiana. 

Fortun. Nam me ſuſcitavit Druſiana ? 

Joann, Ipſa. 

| Fortun. 
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Fortun. Nonne ante aliquot dies improviſa 
morte fuerat conſumpra ? 

Joann. At vivit in Chriſto. 

Fortun. Et cur manet Callimachus gravi 
vultu modeſtus ? nec perfurit ſolito more in 
amore Druſianæ. 

Joann. Quia a nequam intentione tranſ- 
mutatus, vere eſt Chriſti diſcipulus. 

Fortun. Non! 


Joann. Etiam. 

Fortun. Si, ut aſſeris, me Druſiana ſuſci- 
tavit et Callimachus Chriſto credidit, vitam 
repudio, mortemque ſponte eligo: quia ma- 
lo non eſſe, quam in his tantam abundantem 
virtutum gratiam ſentiſcere. 

Joann. O admiranda diaboli invidia! O 
malicia ſerpentis antiqui! qui et protoplaſtis 
mortem propinavit, et ſuper juſtorum gloria 
ſemper gemit. Iſte infeliciſſimus Fortunatus, 
diabolicæ amaritudinis felle pleniſſimus, 
comparatur malæ arbori amaros fructus fa- 
cienti: unde exciſus a collegio juſtorum, et 
abjectus a conſortio timentium Deum, mitta- 
tur in æterni ignem ſupplicii, cruciandus 
ſine alicujus intermixtione refrigerii. 


Andr, 


APPENDIX. 262 


Andr. Ecce turgeſcentibus ſerpentiniĩs 
morſibus ad occaſum rurſus vergitur, et 
citius dicto morietur. 

Joann. Moriatur, ſitque incola Gehennæ, 
qui propter alieni invidiam profectus recu- 
ſavit vivere! 

Andr. Terribile! | | 

Joann. Nihil terribilius invido, nihil ſce- 
leſtius ſuperbo. 

Andr. Uterqye miſerabilis. 

Foann. Una eademque perſona utroque ſu- 
perlaborat vitio, quia neutrum {ine altero. 

Andr. Expone enucleatius. 

Joann. Nam qui ſuperbit invidet, et qui 
invidet ſuperbit: quia mens invida dum alie- 
nam laudem nec patitur audire, et in ſui 
comparatione perfectiores ambit vileſcere, 
dedignatur ſubjeci dignioribus, et ſuperbe 
conatur preferri comparibus. 

Andr. Patet. 

Joann. Unde iſte miſerrimus vulnerabanay 
mente, quia {ſe his inferiorem eſtimare non 
ſuſtinuit, in queis ampliorem Dei gratiam 
lucere non neſcivit. 

Andr. Nunc tandem intelligo quod inter 

{urgentes 


—_—— 
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furgentes minime eſt computatus, quia 
ocius erat moriturus, 

Joann. Dignus eſt enim utraque morte, 
quia et commendatum funus afficiebat in- 
Juria, et reſurgentes injuſto inſetabatur odio. 

Andr. Infelix eſt mortuus. 

Joann. Recedamus, ſuumque diabolo fili- 
um relinquamus ; ; nos autem diem iſtum et 
pro miranda Callimachi mutatione, et pro 
utriuſque reſuſcitatione, cum lætitia agamus; 
gratias ferentes Deo æquo judici ſecretorum- 
que diſcretiſſimo cognitori, qui ſolus omnia 
ſubtiliter examinans, omnia recte diſponens, 
| unumquemque, juxta quod dignum prenoſ- 
cit, prœmiis ſupplicuſque aptabit; ipſi ſoli 
honor, virtus, fortitudo, et victoria, laus, et 
Jubilatio per infinita ſæculorum ſæcula! 
Amen. | 


FINIS CALLIMACHI, 
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